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LEADERS’ STATEMENTS 

China supports discussions on TRIPS waiver for COVID-19 vaccines  
In the regular press conference on 17 May, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Zhao Lijian told 

reporters that China fully understands and is supportive of the developing world's demand for an IPR 

waiver of Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) for COVID-19 vaccines, . On 

21 May, in a video message, Chinese President Xi Jinping reiterated Beijing's support for such a waiver 

and urged the World Trade Organization and other international institutions to make an "early decision". 

More here in Chinese and here in English.  

Premier Li stresses IPR protection and fight against counterfeiting 

In his address at a national teleconference on May 21 in Beijing, the Chinese Premier Li Keqiang urged 

more efforts to crack down on IPR infringement and counterfeits to secure a fair market system and a 

safe environment for consumption. He stressed that, throughout China’s production chain, more work 

should be done to enhance links between administrative and judicial law enforcement and special 

attention be given to key areas including online shopping, agricultural products in rural market, food 

and drug as well as anti-pandemic equipment. More here in Chinese. 

 

POLICY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CNIPA releases work priorities in 2021 

On 19 May, the CNIPA unveiled a list of key areas of focus for 2021 with the goal of achieving “steady 

and high-quality development of IP”. This year, the CNIPA will accelerate the formulation of the 14th 

Five-Year Plan for IP and fully implement the Patent Law, the Guidelines for Patent Examination, the 

Measures for the Administration of Trade Mark Agencies and the Criteria for Trademark Examination 

and Trial. The CNIPA will research and develop rules for the protection of IPR in new fields and 

industries such as big data, artificial intelligence and genetic technology. It plans to establish another 

20 IP protection centres and help foster more mediation and arbitration institutions. More here in 

Chinese.  
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China’s IP authority vows enhanced cooperation with the police  

On 20 May, the China National Intellectual Property Administration (CNIPA) and the Ministry of Public 

Security (MPS) announced plans to strengthen collaboration to reinforce IP protection through 

establishing a coordination mechanism. The Opinions require IP administrative departments to 

promptly report cases to the public security bureaus (PSBs) once they find any offense constituting a 

crime. If IP administrative departments seek opinions from PSBs, e.g. prosecution criteria for a criminal 

case and the preservation of evidence, the PSBs shall also reply in a timely manner. Likewise, if the 

PSBs, in the course of handling a case, need to verify the validity of trade mark and patent rights, the 

IP administrative departments should provide such information. More here in Chinese.  

CNIPA issues regulations to tackle abnormal patent applications 

Following the draft measures for regulating patent applications published in February, the CNIPA 

announced on 5 May that new measures will become a departmental regulation in order to better govern 

patent filing behaviours. A clearer definition of ‘abnormal patent applications’ is provided in the 

regulation: any patent filed that does not intend to protect true innovation but to profiteer from it or to 

create the false appearance of innovative abilities. The draft regulation compiled a list of nine possible 

acts that can be determined as abnormal application behaviour. Applicants are able to apply for 

administrative reconsideration or resort to administrative litigation as remedy if they are not satisfied 

with the decision by the CNIPA. More here in Chinese.  

CNIPA encourages the involvement of technical investigators in complicated administrative 

patent enforcement cases 

On 7 May, the CNIPA issues interim provisions on involving technical investigators (TIs) in 

administrative patent enforcement cases and the layout designs of integrated circuits. It formally 

stipulates the procedures, duties and liabilities related to the participation of technical investigators. 

During the adjudication of those cases, the CNIPA and the local patent administration may assign TIs 

to participate in the administrative review of disputes and to help determine technical facts. Duties 

performed by the TIs include putting forward suggestions on key issues relating to technical facts, 

participating in investigation and evidence collection, participating in questioning and oral hearings, and 

attending meetings of the collegiate panel as non-voting delegates. More here in Chinese.  

China to further streamline IP administration  

On 11 May, the CNIPA announced plans to further streamline the IP administration. The Notice contains 

16 measures, including reducing trade mark and patent examination timelines, improving the quality of 

trademark and patent applications, improving the efficiency of IP public services, strengthening the 

supervision of the IP industry and promoting the utilisation and commercialisation of IP rights. The 

Notice also commits to ensuring that, by the end of 2021, the average examination time for a trade 

mark will stay within 4 months; the examination time for invention patents will be reduced from 20 

months to 18.5 months; the high-value patent examination period will be compressed to 13.8 months. 

CNIPA predicts that 1.35 million invention patent examination cases will be completed in 2021. More 

here in Chinese.  

China launches test run of its new patent linkage registration platform 

On 18 May, China’s Centre of Drug Evaluation (CDE) launched the drug patent registration platform for 

testing, inviting innovative drug owners that have been granted market approval to test the platform by 

registering their drug-related patent information. The platform also offers a search function for registered 

patent-information and patent declarations.  The test run period is open until 31 May. It is expected that 

the test platform will be made official once the new Patent Law enters into effect on 1 June. More here 

in Chinese.  
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STATISTICS 

China trade mark data now available on TMview  

China announced on 19 May that it has joined TMview, the EU Intellectual Property Office’s free trade 

mark search engine. Over 32 million Chinese trade marks are now available in the TMview information 

tool to any European and global IP users to search free of charge, taking the total number of trade 

marks in the search tool from 62 to over 90 million from 75 participating IP Offices. The EUIPO is the 

first IP office with which the CNIPA has shared its trade mark data. More here in English.  

China has started a blacklist for bad-faith trade mark applicants 

On 8 May, the deputy commissioner of CNIPA He Zhimin announced the establishment of a blacklist 

of malicious, high-volume trade mark applicants. Nearly 1,000 applicants suspected of bad faith trade 

mark registration have been added so far. He said that during the 13th Five Year Plan period, China 

cracked down on bad faith trade mark filings and abnormal patent applications. More than 150,000 

applications suspected of trade mark squatting and hoarding were rejected in the past three years and 

220,000 abnormal patent applications were withdrawn. More here in Chinese.  

CNIPA survey report on patent signals potential fee raise  

On 28 April, the CNIPA released its annual publication, the China Patent Survey Report 2020, which 

was based on 12,019 valid questionnaires of patent holders. The survey shows that 48.1% of patentees 

agree with the statement that "appropriately raising the patent application fee can relatively reduce the 

number of patent applications and shorten the patent examination period" while only 23.7% of 

respondents disagree. 43.9% think that “appropriately raising the patent application cost can reduce 

the number of low-quality patent applications”. Regarding the post-grant renewal fee, the survey shows 

that 48.5% of respondents believe reducing the annual fee will likely lead to more low-quality patents 

being maintained. More here in Chinese.  

 

 
If you would like any further information on any of the above matters or to discuss Embassy support 

for your company in China please contact Leo Zhuang (Leo.Zhuang@fcdo.gov.uk). 
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