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 China IP Newsletter (April 2021) 
 

POLICY&GOVERNMENT  

CNIPA celebrates  World IP Day and releases  typical cases of administrative protection  for IP 
rights 
On 26 April, the China National Intellectual Property Administration (CNIPA) held the 2021 Open Day 
to celebrate World IP Day. The theme this year is “IP and SMEs” which highlighted the importance of 
IP for SMEs, to enhance IP knowledge among SMEs and to further develop the potential of IP. Shen 
Changyu, commissioner of CNIPA, reported the accomplishments CNIPA achieved in the past year. 
China was able to carry out more than 90 international exchange activities online, despite the impact 
of the epidemic and restrictions on international travel. Also announced at the event were the “2020 
Typical Cases of Administrative Protection of Intellectual Property Rights” and “Top Ten Cases of 
Patent Re-examination Invalidation in 2020. More here in Chinese and here in English. 

CNIPA defines 5 kinds of "high-value invention patents" 
Recently, the CNIPA gave an official definition of “high-value invention patents", a term frequently used 
in China’s national policy document. It includes five types of invention patents, i.e. patents in strategic 
emerging industries, patents that have patent families overseas, patents that have been valid and 
maintained for more than 10 years, patents with the potential to achieve high value in pledge financing, 
and the patents that have won the National Science and Technology Award or China Patent Award. 
“High-value invention patent” applications in China are examined faster than regular applications. The 
examination time for high-value invention patents is now down to 14 months with the goal of being 
further compressed to 13.8 months in 2021. More here in Chinese.  

CNIPA aims to upgrade customer services to IP applicants at regional service counters  
On 9 April, the CNIPA issued the work priorities of regional IP service counters this year, which shows 
the agency’s ambition to optimize and integrate services for both patent and trade mark business at 
local service counters. After the integration, local service counters should be able to provide the same 
level of support across the country. Provincial IP offices should investigate and give guidance to the 
service counters that have shown a decline of business volume and undesirable service quality. As for 
the qualified service counters, local IP offices will support them to undertake additional projects such 
as the promotion of patent navigation services, commercialisation of IP rights as well as IP financial 
services. More here in Chinese.  
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More than 70 film and television companies jointly call for enhanced copyright protection on 
short video platforms 
Recently, more than 70 Chinese film and TV enterprises issued a joint statement on protecting 
copyrights, stating that they will use necessary legal rights to fight against copyright infringements. The 
statement said that the tort actions include unauthorized reassembling and dissemination of film and 
television works on the Internet, especially on short video platforms. It appeals for "permission before 
using" to create a healthy eco-system. In response to the statement, Yu Cike, Director General of 
National Copyright Administration (NCAC) said in the press conference held on 25 April that China will 
intensify the crackdown on infringement in the field of short video, and resolutely punish infringement 
behaviours of unauthorized copying, performance and dissemination of other people's films, movies 
and music by producers and operators of short video platforms, "We Media" and public accounts. More 
here in Chinese.  

China's copyright watchdog pushes karaoke copyright management 
On 9 April, the NCAC and the Ministry of Cultural and Tourism recently issued a statement to push 
forward the collective management of music copyright in the karaoke market in a bid to further boost 
its regulated development. Prior to the usage of music works, karaoke operators should sign up and 
obtain permits from China Audio-Video Copyright Association (CAVCA), which grants collectively both 
the right to use a music piece in performances and a music piece for video-screening with due charges. 
The collective management of music copyright in the karaoke service sector should act on the principle 
of information transparency and organizations in charge of the collective management should remain 
non-profit. More here in Chinese.  

China’s state market regulator announced its legislative plan for 2021 
On 1 April, the State Administration for Market Regulation (SAMR) issued the 2021 Legislative Plan. 
The Plan clarifies that, in 2021, the department will draft and submit six laws and administrative 
regulations for review, enact or revise 61 departmental rules, and offer assistance to the National 
People’s Congress Standing Committee (NPCSC), the country’s top legislature, on several legislative 
projects such as the revision of Anti-Monopoly Law. IP laws and regulations will be developed in 
collaboration with the CNIPA, including the Implementation Rules for the Patent Law, Provisions for the 
Protection of Trade Secrets, Measures for Regulating Trade Mark Agency, Provisions for the 
Recognition and Protection of Well-known Trade Mark, Provisions for Regulating Patent Application 
Behaviours. More here in Chinese.  

The Party Committee of CNIPA reports on the recent rectification work tasked by CPC central 
committee 
Last year, the Central Committee for Discipline Inspection assigned a task group to conduct a routine 
2-month inspection on the Party Committee of the CNIPA and gave the agency 89 tasks of rectification. 
Though the full list of the 89 tasks was never published, the CNIPA revealed that key tasks included 
formulating a number of departmental rules and regulations, reducing examination time of IP right 
applications, and improving the quality of patent and trade mark registrations. On 20 April 2021, the 
CNIPA reported that 68 tasks have been completed with the rest still in progress. In 2020, 14,600 
applications for bad-faith trademark registration that were not intended for use were rejected according 
to the law. In March 2021, a special action was launched to combat trade mark squatting. More here in 
Chinese.  

 

JUDICIAL UPDATES 

China’s Supreme People’s Court released judicial IP protection plan for the next 5 years 

On 22 April, China’s Supreme People’s Court (SPC) issued its own 14th five year plan (2021-2025) for 

judicial IP protection for implementation by lower courts throughout China.  The Plan, first and foremost, 
reaffirmed China’s commitment to strengthen the protection of innovation and technological outcomes, 
particularly in the core technologies and emerging industries. Regarding improving trial practices, the 
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Plan requires courts to strengthen the handle over of cases between judicial and administrative 
enforcement, perform stricter examination on the legitimacy of patent administrative actions, improve 
the quality of trials of trade mark administrative cases, intensify the punishment for bad-faith registration 
and hoarding of trade marks and apply punitive damages where appropriate. More here in Chinese.  
 
SPC announced top 10 IP cases in 2020 
On 19 April, the SPC released the Top 10 IP cases and 50 typical cases of IP in 2020, a flagship 
initiative by the top court every year that aims to serve as reference used by courts at all levels 
nationwide with the view of ensuring consistent judgement. Among the Top 10 IP cases, two are related 
to standard essential patents (SEP), i.e. Huawei vs Conversant and Oppo vs Sharp, which confirmed 
Chinese court’s jurisdiction over global Fair, Reasonable, and Non-discriminatory (FRAND) rate setting. 
Other notable cases include the “Red Bull” trade mark ownership dispute, a dispute derived from 
different interpretation of original joint-venture agreement and the criminal case involving LEGO in 
which a group of nine people were convicted for manufacturing and selling Lego copycat toys under 
the brand ‘Lepin’, which constituted criminal copyright infringement. More here in Chinese.  
 
Beijing High Court provides clearer evidence rules in civil IP litigation 
On 22 April, the Beijing High Court issued the Guidelines on the Evidence Rules for Intellectual Property 
Civil Litigation, which aims to standardise the process of evidence collection and preservation in IP 
trials. The Guidelines actively respond to technological development trends and have developed rules 
for new types of evidence. To address the problem that the authenticity and validity electronic data, 
such as submitted through third-party evidence deposits and blockchain, is often difficult to judge, the 
Guidelines stipulate that additional evidence should be submitted along with the electronic evidence to 
proof the legitimacy, such as an explanation on the technical process of how the electronic data was 
generated, stored, transmitted and extracted. More here in Chinese.  
 
Shanghai Intellectual Property Court released 12 typical cases of unfair competition 
On 13 April, the Shanghai Intellectual Property Court released its white paper and typical cases of unfair 
competition cases from 2015 to 2020. The press conference reported 12 typical cases, reflecting that 
the Shanghai IP Court and the Shanghai No.3 Intermediate Court, in hearing unfair competition cases, 
accurately defined the legal attributes of various market behaviours, cracked down on counterfeiting 
and confusing behaviours and trade secret infringement, stopped false advertisements and commercial 
defamation, regulated new types of market competition behaviours in accordance with the law, and 
promoted new technologies, products, and business models. More here in Chinese.  
 
 

2020 STATISTICS 

During the China’s National IP Publicity Week 20-26 April, various government authorities released key 
statistics of IP administration and protection in 2020. Below is a summary of the statistics:  
 
Patent 

 In 2020, China received 1.497 million invention patent applications (up 6.9%) and granted 530,000 
invention patents (up 17.1%). The number of utility model and design patent applicants are 2.927 
million and 770,000, a year-on-year increase of 29% and 8.3% respectively.  

 The CNIPA received 72,000 PCT applications, 18.6% more than the previous year. More here in 
Chinese. 

 
Trade mark 

 In 2020, trade mark applications in mainland China reached a record of 9.348 million, increased by 
19.3% from last year. Among them, 231,000 applications were filed by foreign applicants, 
accounting for 2.5%, dropped by 9.4%.  
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 In 2020, the CNIPA examined 8.784 million trade mark applications (up 6.4%) and registered 5.761 
million trade marks (down 10.1%). As of end of 2020, China has 30.173 million effective trade mark 
registrations, a year-on-year growth of 19.6%.  

 China received 58,000 applications filed under the Madrid System in 2020. The examination time 
for both domestic and international applications has been reduced to 4 months. More here in 
Chinese. 

 
Copyright 

 In 2020, 3.31 million voluntary copyright registrations were made and 1.723 million pieces of 
software were registered in a separate database. More here in Chinese. 

 
Administrative enforcement  

 In 2020, China investigated and dealt with 31,300 trademark cases and 7,100 patent pass-off cases, 
and transferred 841 cases to judicial organs.  

 More than 42,000 cases of administrative adjudication on patent infringement disputes were 
handled.  

 1,826 cases of infringement and piracy were filed and investigated, and 213 cases were transferred 
to judicial organs.  

 A total of 62,000 batches and 56.182 million items of IP-infringing imports and exports were detained 
at the border last year. More here in Chinese.  

  
Judicial enforcement  

 In 2020, China’s courts received a total of 525,618 IP cases of the first instance, second instance 
and retrial applications, and concluded 524,387 cases, an increase of 9.1% and 10.2% respectively 
over 2019. 

 A total of 21,000 criminal cases involving infringement of intellectual property rights and production 
and sale of fake and substandard goods were cracked, and 32,000 criminal suspects were arrested, 
with a total case value of RMB 18 billion.  

 Among all the IP cases prosecuted, trade mark cases accounted for 94.2% while copyright and 
trade secret cases took up 5.3% and 0.5% respectively. More here in Chinese.  

 
IP commercialisation 

 China's patent and trade mark pledge financing (IP-backed financing) totalled RMB 218 billion 
(~£24.3 billion), up 43.9% year on year. A total of 186,000 technology contracts involving intellectual 
property rights were signed, with the turnover exceeding RMB 1.1 trillion (~£120 billion).  

 Import and export of intellectual property royalties totalled GBP 33.38 billion, of which GBP 6.26 
billion was exported, up 31.5% year on year. More here in Chinese.  
 
 

If you would like any further information on any of the above matters or to discuss Embassy support 

for your company in China please contact Leo Zhuang (Leo.Zhuang@fcdo.gov.uk). 
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