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Executive summary: heralding the beginning 
of a ‘golden era’ for UK‐China relations

● UK’s stunning charm offensive for once-in-a-decade state visit: From 20-23 October, President Xi Jinping made his 
state visit to the UK—the first by a Chinese president in a decade—where he was welcomed with a remarkable display of 
pomp, pageantry, and fanfare from the British government and Royal Family. 

● Huge Chinese delegation accompanies President Xi: President Xi was accompanied by 150 Chinese business 
leaders, and almost 1,000 people are estimated to have travelled from China to the UK to participate in the state visit. 

● Grand culmination of a very special year for UK-China relations: Widely touted by both sides to usher in a ‘golden 
era’ for the bilateral relationship, the state visit marked the grand culmination of what has been a very special year for the 
UK-China relationship, with key milestones in the build-up to the visit including the first ever UK-China Year of Cultural 
Exchange, the Duke of Cambridge’s historic outing to China in March, the UK becoming the first Western European 
country to join the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB), and UK Chancellor of the Exchequer George Osborne’s 
visit to China as well as the UK-China People-to-People Dialogue last month.

● Three primary themes underpinning state visit: The state visit was underpinned by three primary themes—signalling
the openness of the UK economy to Chinese business, working together on pressing global issues, and looking to each 
other as ‘economies of the future’ with the growing complementarity of the UK and Chinese economies. 

● Nearly £40 billion worth of agreements:  Almost £40 billion worth of commercial deals were agreed upon, spanning a 
wide range of sectors, such as energy, retail, financial services, aerospace, healthcare, transport, education, the creative 
industries, and more. Several examples of key announcements included BP’s multi-billion dollar LNG deal with Huadian, 
Manchester Airport’s plans to host the first direct scheduled flights to mainland China outside of London, Rolls-Royce’s 
US$2.4 billion agreement to power HNA Group’s new aircraft, EDF and China General Nuclear Power Corporation’s 
commitment to the construction and operation of the proposed Hinkley Point C nuclear power station, and Aston Martin 
and ChinaEquity’s agreement to explore the development of a production version of Aston Martin’s fully electric RapidE
concept.

● Widening the scope of bilateral relations: The visit showcased the extent to which the UK is striving to build a very 
broad relationship with China—stretching beyond mere trade and investment—and lay the foundation for robust ties 
across the government, society, and business communities. 
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ROYAL FAMILY ROLLS OUT THE RED CARPET

● At the invitation of Queen Elizabeth II, President Xi and his wife, Madame Peng Liyuan, 
stayed at Buckingham Palace during the state visit

● After his arrival in the UK, the Queen travelled with President Xi from Horse Guards Parade 
to Buckingham Palace in the Diamond Jubilee State Coach, accompanied by the 
Sovereign’s Escort of the Household Cavalry   
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Unprecedented involvement by the British 
monarchy throughout the state visit

● President Xi and Madame Peng were honoured by the Royal Family with lavish banquets at 
Buckingham Palace and Guildhall in London

● The couple enjoyed numerous engagements with the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge and the 
Duke of York as well as an individual meeting with the Prince of Wales and the Duchess of 
Cornwall
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Engaging with UK’s political leadership

● President Xi was invited to address both houses of Parliament, a rare 
privilege for a foreign dignitary; his speech to Britain’s political leaders 
and lawmakers focused on the history of Britain’s friendship with China, 
the growing interdependence of both countries as a “community of 
shared interests”, and taking bilateral relations to new 
heights in the future

● President Xi joined Prime Minister David Cameron for a 
working lunch at 10 Downing Street, followed by talks with 
members of the prime minister’s Cabinet, including the Foreign 
Secretary, Home Secretary, Health Secretary, Energy Secretary, 
and British Ambassador to China

● President Xi also met with Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn
before the state banquet at Buckingham Palace
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Discussions at the prime minister’s 
countryside residence of Chequers

● President Xi and Prime Minister Cameron held bilateral talks 
on domestic priorities and foreign policy issues at the prime 
minister’s countryside residence of Chequers, where they 
agreed that the UK and China should continue their close 
cooperation on a range of issues, such as intensifying their 
work together to address international security concerns for 
the benefit of both countries and the wider world; key foreign 
policy discussion topics covered included Ukraine, the 
Korean peninsula, the South China Sea, etc. 

● Following the talks, the prime minister treated President Xi to
some British hospitality by taking him to a nearby pub 
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Building a global comprehensive strategic 
partnership for the 21st century

● The two countries released the UK-China Joint Statement on building a global comprehensive 
strategic partnership for the 21st century, which signalled the wide range of collaboration between 
the UK and China and the ambitious, open, and forward-looking nature of the bilateral 
relationship; for example, the statement included a variety of pledges, such as: 

Both sides will enhance bilateral trade and investment and support mutual economic 
competitiveness and innovation 

The two sides will increase the frequency, breadth, and depth of high-level bilateral 
exchanges to guide the development and increase the potential of their bilateral 
relations; they will maintain and strengthen such mechanisms as the Annual Prime 
Minister’s Meeting, Strategic Dialogue, Economic and Financial Dialogue, and High-
Level People-to-People Dialogue 

The two sides agreed to raise the level of cooperation in innovation and establish a 
UK-China Innovation Cooperation Partnership 

Both sides stated that they a strong interest in cooperating on each other’s major 
initiatives, namely China’s One Belt, One Road initiative and the UK’s National 
Infrastructure Plan and the Northern Powerhouse; they will further discuss a UK-China 
infrastructure alliance under existing mechanisms and explore cooperation in light of 
the China-EU Joint Investment Fund and Connectivity Platform 

Both sides committed to boosting cultural and educational links and to enhance sport 
and media exchange 

Both sides agreed to deepen their unparalleled long-term partnership on financial 
services
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AVIATION AND FLIGHT SERVICES: ‘China 
Cluster’ at Airport City Manchester

● A £130 million ‘China Cluster’ will be created at Manchester Airports Group’s (MAG) £800 
million business park project, Airport City Manchester, which is a joint venture partnership 
that brings together MAG, Beijing Construction 
Engineering Group (BCEG), Carillion, the Greater 
Manchester Pension Fund (GMPF), and Argent

● The ‘China Cluster’ will be comprised of two new 
business districts—Wuhan Square and Shenzhen 
Gardens—which have been specifically designed with 
Chinese businesses in mind and will occupy 
45,000 square metres of space
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Manchester Airport to host first direct scheduled 
flights to mainland China outside of London

● Hainan Airlines announced plans to launch a non-stop,
four times per week Beijing-Manchester service in 
June 2016; the flights will provide a connection 
between Beijing and Manchester for the first time, 
giving the 100,000 passengers travelling each year 
between the two cities the convenience of direct 
scheduled services

● The new route will be worth at least £250 million in 
economic benefits to the UK over the next decade, 
with two-thirds being felt directly in the Northern 
economy in terms of increased jobs, economic activity,
and tourism; by providing a non-stop service, the new 
route will also generate journey time savings worth £5 
million every year for business passengers and avoid 
the inconvenience of changing planes at another airport

● As businesses in China and the North take advantage of the improved connectivity, the new 
service will generate further economic benefits in terms of productivity, increased trade 
and collaboration, and increased foreign direct investment
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Rolls‐Royce powers HNA Group’s new aircraft

● CBI member Rolls-Royce reached an 
agreement worth US$2.4 billion for engines 
and services with HNA Group; the engines 
included in the agreement will power a total 
of 44 aircraft that have already been ordered 
with Airbus, with the agreement covering: 

Trent 700 engines and TotalCare
service support for 20 Airbus 
A330s

TotalCare service support for Trent XWB engines that will power 15 Airbus A350-
900s

TotalCare service support for Trent 700 engines that power five A330 freighters 
and four Airbus A330s 
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DESIGN: V&A showcases plans for ambitious 
new design museum in China

● President Xi was briefed on the Victoria and 
Albert Museum’s (V&A) collaboration with China 
Merchants Group (CMG) to develop an 
ambitious new design museum in China

● Scheduled to open in the Shekou district of 
Shenzhen in 2017, the museum will house a 
V&A Gallery devoted to 20th and 21st century 
international design and provide a new
perspective to understand the changing design 
landscape in China; the pioneering project 
represents the first time that the V&A has 
developed such an international collaboration 
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EDUCATION:Madame Peng visits Royal 
College of Music

● Madame Peng, a renowned singer of Chinese folk
music, visited the Royal College of Music (RCM) in 
London, where she spent time talking to students, who
had a rare opportunity to perform for her

● The RCM has developed partnerships with 
conservatoires across China and a strong connection
with world-famous Chinese pianist Lang Lang

● Before departing, the First Lady was presented with a facsimile
of the original manuscript of Mozart’s highly influential Piano 
Concerto in C Minor, K 491, which has been housed at the 
RCM for over a century; Madame Peng was also given a copy 
of Director’s Choice—a book detailing impressive items 
from the RCM’s special collections

● In return, the First Lady presented the RCM with a Sheng—a
traditional Chinese wind instrument
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First Lady also pays call on Fortismere School 

● Madame Peng Liyuan visited Fortismere School 
in Haringey, where she met with students and 
was treated to a programme of Chinese poems 
and songs performed entirely in Mandarin; the 
First Lady presented the school with a donation 
of 200 books 

● Fortismere School has existing links to China 
through an ongoing student exchange
programme and is the highest-performing
state-funded school for Mandarin in London

● In September 2015, UK Chancellor of the 
Exchequer George Osborne announced a £10 
million funding boost to Mandarin teaching in UK 
schools, with the ambition of having an additional 
5,000 students learning the language by 2020
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President Xi tours Imperial College London

● President Xi visited CBI member Imperial 
College London, where he toured some of 
the world’s most advanced labs specialising
in big data research and medical robotics 
and met with a group of Imperial students, 
two of whom were from the College’s 
2,000 strong Chinese student community 

● The Chinese Scholarship Council 
announced plans for scores of China’s 
most academically able scholars and 
students to receive funding to come to 
Imperial as well as support for Imperial’s 
finest PhD students to undertake research 
work at Chinese universities

● The China UCF Group also announced that 
it will donate £3 million to support research 
at Imperial’s Data Science Institute and 
Hamlyn Centre for Medical Robotics

● In addition, Imperial revealed plans for a 
partnership with Zhejiang University, a longstanding research collaborator, for a new centre
for transnational entrepreneurship to be based in London
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UCL hosts UK Confucius Institutes and 
Confucius Classrooms Annual Conference

● CBI member University College London (UCL) welcomed 
President Xi and the Duke of York to the opening 
ceremony of the UK Confucius Institutes and Confucius 
Classrooms Annual Conference

● President Xi unveiled a plaque celebrating Hautlieu
School, Jersey as the 1,000th Confucius Classroom

● 200 students from Robin Hood Primary School, 
Birmingham sang in front of 200 delegates from the 
UK-China educational communities

● Nearly 10,000 students in 
British primary and 
secondary schools are 
now learning Mandarin 
supported by IOE 
Confucius Classrooms
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Energy: BP significantly expands partnerships 
with China

● BP and China Huadian Corporation, one of 
the five largest state-owned power generation 
companies in China and the country’s largest 
gas-fired power generator, signed a sale and 
purchase agreement for BP to sell Huadian
up to one million tonnes of liquefied natural 
gas (LNG) per year worth up to US$10 billion 
over the next 20 years

● In an expansion of their ongoing global partnership, BP and China National Petroleum 
Corporation (CNPC) entered into a framework agreement on strategic cooperation 
covering potential shale gas exploration and production in the Sichuan Basin and 
future fuel retailing ventures in China and other international partnerships
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UK‐China civil nuclear partnership achieves 
major progress

● EDF and China General Nuclear Power Corporation 
(CGN) committed to the construction and operation 
of the proposed Hinkley Point C nuclear power station 
in Somerset, confirming the first new nuclear power 
station in the UK for a generation

● Hinkley Point C will provide low-carbon electricity to 
six million homes, twice as many as the whole of 
London, for around 60 years

● According to the UK government, it will provide 
an important boost for the national and local 
economy—creating 25,000 jobs, up to 1,000 
apprentices, and landing UK businesses billions 
of pounds worth of supply chain contracts

● The first operation of Hinkley Point C is 
scheduled to be in 2025

● Historic agreement follows on from major progress made towards enhancing the Sino-
UK civil nuclear partnership during UK Chancellor of the Exchequer’s visit to China 
last month
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FILM, MEDIA, AND ENTERTAINMENT: 
President Xi receives gift from BAFTA

● The Duke of Cambridge presented President Xi with 
a gift on behalf of the British Academy of Film and 
Television Arts (BAFTA)

● The gift—an original artwork from the BAFTA 
archive revealing the heart of BAFTA’s historic 
headquarters in London—symbolised the spirit 
of open, creative collaboration that BAFTA promotes 
between the UK and China, commemorating 2015 as the 
first ever UK-China Year of Cultural Exchange

● BAFTA has been working 
with partners in China to 
deliver masterclasses 
and workshops since 
2013, featuring 
award-winning 
filmmakers, actors, and 
craftspeople
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BBC forges new collaborations between UK 
and Chinese creative industries

● BBC’s series of announcements included: 

BBC Earth Films and Shanghai Media Group 
(SMG) formed a partnership to create 
Earth: One Amazing Day (working title), 
which is the first feature film to be produced 
under the UK-China film co-production treaty 

The new BBC One Sherlock special is 
expected to be shown in cinemas across 
China

BBC Worldwide signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding with SMG to co-produce 
Coast China, which will be the third 
international version based on the 
long-running BBC series; filming will 
commence in spring of 2017

BBC Worldwide announced a co-production 
agreement with CCTV 9, the documentary 
channel of China’s national TV network, for 
the BBC’s latest blue chip natural history 
series, The Hunt, which will be broadcast on 
CCTV 9 in China in January 2016

● President Xi also met with cast from the BBC’s series Poldark at a reception
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Merlin Entertainments moves to expand 
visitor attractions in China

● Merlin Entertainments and China Media Capital (CMC) 
announced that they are forming a joint venture to 
explore opportunities to build visitor attractions 
throughout China

● As part of the joint venture, Merlin and CMC plan to 
establish a Legoland park in Shanghai and target the 
roll-out of various Midway brands throughout China; 
the new Midway opportunities to be explored by the 
joint venture will include both the adaptation and 
localisation of Merlin brands, such as The Dungeons 
and selected Legoland Discovery Centres for the 
Chinese market, as well as the development of new 
Midway brands and concepts, including Dreamworks
Tours—Kung Fun Panda Adventures and others 

● Merlin already has five attractions in China—Madame 
Tussauds in Shanghai, Hong Kong, Beijing, and Wuhan and Chang Feng Ocean World 
aquarium in Shanghai—and has announced plans for three further attractions to open in 
the next 18 months—Legoland Discovery Centre Shanghai as well as a Madame Tussauds
and Sea Life aquarium in Shanghai
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Chinese investment supports London 
Paramount project in North Kent

● The London Paramount Entertainment Resort 
received an initial £100 million investment from 
Chinese infrastructure and construction group 
SinoFortone

● The London Paramount project will comprise an 
entertainment resort, including a theme park, events 
space, and hotels on the banks of the Thames in 
North Kent; it is the first major leisure scheme to be 
designated a Nationally Significant 
Infrastructure Project (NSIP) by the UK 
government 

● Scheduled to open in 2021, the £3.2 billion 
project, which will create up to 27,000 jobs, 
is expected to receive 15 million visitors per 
year once fully established 
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University of York and CCIG announce new 
education and training partnership for TV and film 

● The University of York is working with China Culture 
Investment Group (CCIG) to develop a new education 
and industrial training programme for TV and film 
aimed at overseas students, including Chinese 
students; the total project investment by CCIG is 
expected to be up to £200 million

● This initiative is based on programmes offered by the 
University of York’s Department of Theatre, Film, and Television (TFTV), including a 
BSc in Film and Television Production; the intention is to recruit up to 300 students a 
year from China and other countries to programmes which will be delivered in 
bespoke facilities on its campus 

● The new programmes will be taught by the University of York’s staff, and all academic 
issues, including entrance standards and quality assurance, will rest with the 
university; CCIG will provide investment to develop new facilities and will be 
responsible for recruiting students 

● The first cohort of students is expected to enter the degree programme in September 
2018
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FINANCIAL SERVICES

● CBI member Lloyd’s signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) with China Taiping Insurance, 
committing both parties to collaborate in the 
development of the Chinese and global insurance 
markets and for Lloyd’s to support Taiping 
Reinsurance Company to establish a Lloyd’s 
syndicate and Taiping Reinsurance Brokers Ltd. to 
become a Lloyd’s registered broker

● CBI member The London Stock 
Exchange Group welcomed Agricultural 
Bank of China to open trading on its 
markets with a landmark US$1 billion 
green bond listing; the two organisations
also signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) to work together 
on the development of green finance 
initiatives between London and China
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Standard Chartered involved in a range of key 
events 

● CBI member Standard Chartered was involved in a range of events during President Xi’s 
visit, which underline the deeper collaboration between China and the UK across the 
financial services sector and strengthen UK-China economic relations, including: 

Standard Chartered was appointed by the People’s Bank of China as one of the 
Joint Bookrunners in London for its inaugural CNH bond transaction, which 
raised RMB 5 billion

Standard Chartered China received regulatory approval to underwrite non-
financial debt in China’s interbank bond market; this is part of the recent 
liberalisation and development of the debt capital markets in China to make the 
market more competitive and to increase the bond market capacity for Chinese 
businesses

Standard Chartered was a signatory to the London Metals Exchange’s 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) on the One Belt, One Road (OBOR) 
initiative, which aims to support funding for OBOR infrastructure projects as well 
as the internationalisation of the RMB
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HEALTHCARE: UK and China start global fund 
to tackle drug resistant infections

● The UK and China agreed to establish the Global Antimicrobial Resistance 
Research (AMR) Innovation Fund and encourage further investment from other 
governments and the private sector

● AMR occurs when antibiotics are overused, and bugs that would normally have 
been fought off by them become resistant 

● The new fund will invite bids from industry, academia, and other bodies; it will aim 
to create international partnerships to build a global response and support new 
research to reduce the spread of antibiotic resistance 
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Warwick University and Sun Yat‐sen University 
create new cancer research partnership

● CBI member The University of Warwick and Sun 
Yat-sen University Cancer Centre (SYSUCC) 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to 
create a research partnership in cancer diagnosis 
and specialist cancer care; the agreement focuses 
on four specific areas: nursing, digital pathology, 
anti-cancer drug development, and systems 
biology and precision medicine 

● The MOU will pave the way for the training of 
SYSUCC senior oncology nurses at the University 
of Warwick and of SYSUCC pathologists at 
Warwick and University Hospital Coventry and Warwickshire; other developments include 
Warwick University advising on the development of a digital pathology system and related 
infrastructure at SYSUCC and related training aimed at capacity building; joint research in 
anti-cancer drugs and systems biology and precision medicine is also included, alongside 
the training of SYSUCC researchers in these areas at Warwick  
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Further healthcare‐related agreements

● Sinophi Healthcare signed seven hospital deals in China worth £800 million, 
including one oncology hospital with a proton centre and one maternity hospital in 
Huai’an as well as five Sinophi Proton Centres in Beijing, Changchun, Fuzhou, 
Luoyang, and Nanjing

● China Construction Bank International (CCBI) agreed to provide £1.5 million to 
create a new technology centre in a partnership between the University of 
Oxford’s Institute of Biomedical Engineering and biotechnology firm China 
Regenerative Medicine International (CRMI); the CCBI-CRMI Technology Centre 
will be part of Oxford’s Institute of Biomedical Engineering and will focus on 
regenerative medicine, taking cutting-edge research and developing it into 
effective treatments for use in clinics and hospitals 
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HIGH‐TECH INNOVATION: Canary Wharf Group 
and IUIA unveil China Britain Innovation Hub

● CBI member Canary Wharf Group and 
the International Universities Innovation 
Alliance (IUIA) unveiled the China Britain 
Innovation Hub at One Canada Square 
in Canary Wharf

● The Hub is a Sino-UK cooperation 
platform that will bring in Chinese and 
British high-tech enterprises, including 
projects from universities such as the University of Cambridge, the University of 
Oxford, and Imperial College London

● The platform is expected to boost project incubation and investment in the fields 
of creative culture, financial technology, smart cities, and life science, and it will 
invest in UK start-ups and provide resources for accessing the Chinese market 
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ICT: Huawei and University of Manchester 
explore uses of graphene

● President Xi visited Huawei in London, accompanied by 
Ren Zhengfei, the founder and president of the Chinese 
information and communications technology giant 

● CBI member Huawei announced that it is working with 
fellow CBI member The University of Manchester to 
explore the uses of graphene to develop the next 
generation of high-performance technologies in the ICT 
sector; the project will explore ways of using graphene’s 
revolutionary applications in consumer electronics and 
mobile communication devices 

● President Xi also visited the National Graphene Institute 
(NGI) at the University of Manchester, 
where he toured the world-leading 
graphene research facility to learn 
about the future graphene applications 
being developed in Manchester in 
collaboration with the university’s 
industrial partners 
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LOW‐CARBON: UK and China sign Clean 
Energy Partnership and other developments

● The UK and China signed the Clean Energy Partnership, which establishes co-operation in 
research and industry while transitioning to a low-carbon global economy; this will 
strengthen the UK’s position as the partner of choice for China in low-carbon energy and 
will help pave the way for effective energy relations between the two countries 

● Both countries’ offshore wind industry groups partnered to establish joint Offshore Wind 
Industry Advisory Groups

● China Three Gorges (CTG) agreed to invest in Moray Offshore Renewables, marking the 
first ever Chinese investment in the UK offshore wind market 

● Complementing the cooperative work on clean energy, the China National Expert 
Committee on Climate Change and the UK’s Committee on Climate Change agreed to 
establish a new process of joint work on climate change risk assessment, recognising the 
importance of risk assessment for informing climate change policy
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Alexander Dennis and BYD move towards 
fully electrified public transport systems 

● British bus builder Alexander Dennis Limited (ADL) and BYD, the world’s biggest 
producer of pure electric buses, signed a joint venture agreement, which 
envisages an initial contract between the two bus giants to build 200 single-deck 
buses annually, representing turnover of around £660 million over the next 10 
years

● Both companies also confirmed that 
they are already in advanced 
discussions with a view to extending 
their alliance to include double-deck 
buses; when this happens, there is 
potential to triple the scale of the 
current deal to nearly £2 billion

● The BYD-ADL collaboration deal will 
help support the transformation of 
global transport systems to pure electric, emission-free buses
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Aston Martin and ChinaEquity work to 
develop low‐ and zero‐emission sports cars 

● CBI member Aston Martin showcased a fully electric concept of its Rapid S four-door 
sports saloon outside Lancaster House in London during President Xi’s visit

● On display in support of a creative summit organised by the British government’s 
successful GREAT campaign, the new RapidE concept was developed in 
collaboration with Williams Advanced Engineering at its facility in Grove, Oxfordshire

● Aston Martin and Chinese investment 
group ChinaEquity announced an 
agreement to explore the development 
of a production version of the RapidE
concept; if successful, the new luxury 
sports car would be constructed at 
Aston Martin’s global headquarters in 
Gaydon, Warwickshire, and could be 
brought to market in around two years 
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London Taxi Company unveils next‐
generation, zero‐emission capable Black Cab

● CBI member The London Taxi Company 
(LTC) unveiled the new design for its 
next-generation, zero-emission capable Black 
Cab, the TX5, in the presence of President Xi 
and the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge; the 
TX5 will be launched in the UK at the end of 
2017 and across international markets in 2018

● LTC’s parent company, leading Chinese 
automotive manufacturer Zhejiang Geely, also 
announced its intention to invest an additional 
£50 million in its state-of-the-art greenfield 
production facility in Ansty, Warwickshire, to 
turn the site into the group’s UK R&D 
headquarters; this will bring total investment 
in the new site to £300 million

● Geely’s investment will create more than 1,000 jobs and around 500 additional jobs in 
the supply chain



36

BRE, Tsinghua University, and Evergrande
collaborate on sustainable urbanisation

● UK building science centre BRE, Beijing-based 
Tsinghua University, and Chinese property 
development company Evergrande signed a 
collaborative research agreement on sustainable 
urbanisation

● The £200 million research programme will involve 
the development of a number of sustainable 
demonstration projects in China, a pilot sustainable city demonstration in 
Danzhou, and a green building demonstration zone in Hainan province as well as 
the development of green standards and improved processes for the planning, 
design, procurement, construction, and management of buildings, R&D on new 
green materials and low-carbon products and technologies, and a programme of 
post-occupancy evaluation studies 
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REAL ESTATE: CITIC becomes main contractor 
for Royal Albert Dock regeneration project

● ABP, the developer behind the Royal Albert 
Dock regeneration project, announced that 
CITIC, a major state-owned Chinese 
investment group, will become the main 
contractor for the project; this is the first UK 
project for CITIC Construction and will make 
Royal Albert Dock the biggest real estate 
development delivered in the UK by a 
Chinese construction company

● The 4.7 million square foot development is 
London’s flagship regeneration project, and 
its transformation into the capital’s next 
business district will cost £1.7 billion, create up 
to 30,000 new jobs, and be worth £6 billion to 
the UK economy

● CITIC and ABP will also form an investment 
company as a vehicle to deliver major 
infrastructure and housing projects across the 
UK; both sides have ambitions to develop 
other projects beyond Royal Albert Dock 
across the country, particularly in London
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Scarborough Group selects BCEGI as 
preferred contractor for Middlewood Locks

● Scarborough Group International selected 
Beijing Construction and Engineering Group 
(BCEGI) as its preferred contractor for its 
24-acre Middlewood Locks development, a 
new residential and commercial 
neighbourhood located at the western 
gateway to Manchester’s Central Business 
District

● BCEGI has been working with Scarborough on the
design for the detailed planning application for the
first phases of the development

● The site has a total development value 
exceeding £700 million and is expected to 
create more than 7,000 jobs for the local 
region 
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RETAIL: C.banner develops international strategy 
with acquisition of British toy store Hamleys

● C.banner International, a leading 
Chinese footwear retailer and 
strategic partner of Sanpower Group, 
announced that it is poised to acquire 
255-year-old British toy retailer 
Hamleys

● C.banner said that the acquisition of 
Hamleys is only a prelude to the 
implementation of its global brand 
strategy and business diversification; 
upon completion of the acquisition, C.banner will actively explore the chances of 
cooperation between Hamleys and C.banner’s existing businesses, with a view to 
achieving greater synergies 
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Helping UK companies take advantage of e‐
commerce opportunities

● UK Trade and Investment (UKTI) signed agreements 
with five top Chinese e-marketplaces—JD Worldwide, 
Netease/Kaola, XIU.com, Mogujie, and Ctrip—which 
are estimated to be worth £1 billion to UK companies 
over the next three years 

● Alongside the agreements, the UK government 
launched the Shopping is GREAT campaign on Chinese 
luxury e-marketplace Xiu.com; the campaign highlights 
British brands listed on the platform to 10 million unique 
visitors to the site per month 
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SPORT: President Xi takes in the ‘beautiful 
game’ in Manchester

● Accompanied by the prime minister, President Xi visited the City 
Football Academy, home to Manchester City Football Club, where
they met City players, watched a training session, and enjoyed an 
exhibition from the National Football Museum featuring major 
historical objects, such as the first World Cup ball

● Former Manchester City player Sun Jihai, the first Chinese 
footballer to appear in CBI member The Premier League, was 
inducted into the National Football Museum’s Hall of Fame, 
celebrating his position as the foremost Chinese player in the 
English game and recognising his contribution in bringing English 
league football to Chinese audiences 

● The National Football Museum also announced a partnership with
the Linzi Football Museum in Zibo; the two organisations will work 
together to promote their shared objectives of promoting football 
culture to a worldwide audience and will cooperate on special
projects, exhibitions, and learning agendas 

● In September 2015, UK Chancellor of the Exchequer George 
Osborne announced a £3 million funding boost for the highly 
successful Premier Skills grassroots football programme in China
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WILDLIFE CONSERVATION: Sanpower joins United 
for Wildlife to combat poaching in Africa

● Chinese firm Sanpower joined United for Wildlife, a collaboration of 
conservation organisations created by The Royal Foundation and led 
by Prince William, to support rangers in the fight against poaching 
in Africa; the two organisations will work together by providing
support for training and capacity building for rangers, with the
support going towards locations for learning and trialling new 
technologies and helping to ensure effective information sharing
between parks and rangers across sites

● In addition, the Duke of Cambridge delivered a speech at CBI 
member King’s College London on the urgent work 
needed to combat the illegal wildlife trade; his speech 
was broadcasted on Chinese television on CCTV1, 
reaching an estimated audience of 100 million in China 

● Former NBA basketball star Yao Ming, a dedicated 
conservation and anti-rhino poaching campaigner, was 
one of the honoured guests for the programme
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CHANGES TO UK’S VISA REGIME

● From January 2016, new visitor visas for tourists from China will be valid in the UK for 
two years—four times the usual six-month limit for a standard visitor visa—bringing 
significant benefits to the UK economy

● The UK government intends to go further with plans for a new 10-year multi-entry visa 
for Chinese tourists at no extra cost

● The UK mobile fingerprinting service to capture the biometrics needed for visa 
applications will be extended from nine Chinese cities to 50

● Both governments are in discussions to potentially expand the existing UK network of 
12 Visa Application Centres in China—already more than any other EU country

● Visit visas to Chinese nationals have nearly trebled over the last five years from 
115,000 in 2009 to 336,000 in 2014, with spending increasing by 326%

● With every Chinese visitor spending on average £2,688 every time they visit, the 
extension of the visitor visa will enable them to maximise their spending power even 
further; Chinese tourists currently contribute £500 million to the UK economy
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COLLABORATING ON INTELLECTUAL 
PROPERTY

● Close collaboration between the China-Britain 
Business Council (CBBC) and Chinese e-commerce 
giant Alibaba has resulted in the removal of more than 
£8 million worth of counterfeit versions of UK products

● At the UK-China IP Symposium, IP Minister Baroness 
Neville-Rolfe launched a collaborative research IP 
toolkit which will safeguard £65 million per year in joint 
UK-China IP research and innovation; it provides a 
clear framework for negotiating how IP will be 
managed in joint research projects

● Baroness Neville-Rolfe also announced the first wave 
of projects funded by the Arts and Humanities 
Research Council (AHRC) in Ningbo, which are implemented by a group of British and 
Chinese academics and will include industry input; the AHRC has provided £500,000 in 
matched Newton funding to establish a China Digital Copyright and IP Law Research 
Centre at the University of Nottingham’s Ningbo campus
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CONNECTING SMALL‐ AND MEDIUM‐SIZED 
ENTERPRISES

● UK Trade and Investment (UKTI) and Bank of China, 
Britain’s longest established Chinese bank, hosted a 
successful business matchmaking event in Manchester 
during President Xi’s visit

● Sectors targeted for the event included food and drink, 
healthcare and medical, retail and consumer products, 
clothing, footwear, and fashion, aerospace, automotive, and advanced engineering, and 
renewable energy

● The small- and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) matchmaking event brought together 100 
SMEs from across China to the UK to be business ‘match-made’ to SMEs from across the 
UK 

● Bank of China has a network of 10,000 branches and 60,000 SME customers in China 
potentially looking to do business with UK SMEs



46

FORMATION OF NEW ADVISORY COUNCIL

● The China-Britain Business Council (CBBC) announced the establishment of a 
new Advisory Council made up of some of Britain’s leading business people with 
deep China connections

● The 30-strong group will consist of chairmen and CEOs of FTSE-100 companies 
and senior partners from the UK’s largest professional services firms as well as 
two vice-chancellors 

● The Advisory Council will assist the CBBC in framing its strategy for the benefit of 
all CBBC members in the UK and in China as well as act as a sounding board for 
ministers and senior officials to engage with on strategic China-related business 
issues and to engage with senior Chinese leaders and officials 

● CBI members who will be represented on the Council include King’s College 
London, Linklaters, HSBC, the University of Nottingham, Royal Mail Group, 
Standard Life, Arup, Atkins, Diageo, Lloyd’s, PwC, BT, London Stock Exchange 
Group, InterContinental Hotels Group, WPP, Jaguar Land Rover, Clifford Chance, 
Rio Tinto, Standard Chartered, and GlaxoSmithKline
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Supporting China’s One Belt, One Road initiative:
LME partners with UK‐China financial institutions

● The London Metal Exchange (LME) and LME 
Clear signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) with a group of 
Chinese and UK financial institutions in 
support of China’s One Belt, One Road 
initiative 

● Signatories pledged to use their expertise in risk management and funding along 
the initiative’s trading routes to give Chinese participants greater access to the 
global commodities markets; the parties also plan to contribute to the RMB’s 
internationalisation by building on facilities such as LME Clear’s recently 
launched RMB collateral service 
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Inmarsat and CTTIC establish strategic 
partnership to support One Belt, One Road

● Inmarsat welcomed President Xi to its 
London headquarters, where he 
viewed Inmarsat’s Network Operations 
Centre to understand how Inmarsat is 
able to uniquely contribute to China’s 
One Belt, One Road (OBOR) strategic 
vision through the provision of critical 
global mobile broadband connectivity 
services

● Inmarsat recently signed a Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU) with China 
Transport Telecommunication and 
Information Centre (CTTIC) to establish 
a strategic partnership to deliver 
Inmarsat’s revolutionary Inmarsat-5 
Global Xpress mobile satellite 
broadband communications connectivity 
throughout China and OBOR
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TACKLING GLOBAL POVERTY

● The UK and China launched a new development partnership to tackle extreme 
poverty and promote economic development in Africa, global health, international 
disaster relief, and opportunities for women and girls 

● The purpose of the UK-China development partnership is to reduce global 
poverty and achieve the UN’s Global Goals—adopted by world leaders in 
September 2015 at the UN Sustainable Development Summit that took place in 
New York—in other developing countries

● The UK and China have successfully worked together on development and 
addressing humanitarian crises, such as fighting Ebola in Sierra Leone and 
responding to the recent earthquake in Nepal 
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CHINESE MEDIA COVERAGE OF STATE VISIT

● Chinese press coverage of the state visit was extensive 
and incredibly positive, with the media focusing heavily 
on the grand welcome staged for President Xi at the 
highest levels of the British government and monarchy; 
for example, the state-run Global Times ran the headline 
of “London rolls out the reddest of carpets to welcome 
Xi Jinping” on the day of his arrival

● The state visit also attracted a great deal of commentary 
from thousands of online netizens on China’s incredibly 
active social media platforms; for example, the visit 
dominated discussions on Weibo, China’s most popular 
microblogging site, where it was the biggest trending 
topic for three days 

● Overall, President Xi’s state visit succeeded in massively 
raising the UK’s profile in China within the Party, the 
government, and society 



Guy Dru Drury
Director, CBI China

e: guy.drudrury@cbi.org.uk

Ben Cooper
Policy Analyst, CBI China

e: ben.cooper@cbi.org.uk

CONTACT US

www.cbi.org.uk 

linkedin.com/company/cbi

@CBItweets


