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Airport services 

 
• CBI member Birmingham Airport and Chinese automaker MG Motor UK entered 

into a formal corporate partnership, which demonstrates their long-term commitment 
to the development of trade between China and the West Midlands region in the UK. 
Both Birmingham Airport and MG Motor UK underscored the need for a direct air 
link between China and the West Midlands. With the exception of London, 
Birmingham has attracted more Chinese investment projects than any other city in the 
UK since 2003, drawing in £76.59 million in capital investment and creating nearly 
600 jobs during this period. Read more here.   
 

• CBI member Gatwick Airport announced that Air China will launch four non-stop 
weekly services to Beijing from the UK’s second-largest airport. Beginning on 02 May 
2012, Air China will operate the route out of Gatwick’s newly renovated North 
Terminal. The Airbus A330-300 aircraft will be operated from Gatwick, providing 223 
seats in economy class and 28 in business class. The arrival of Air China in Gatwick 
will give the 15 million people living within one hour’s journey time to the airport 
more travel options, both for businesses looking to explore opportunities in the 
Chinese market and for holiday makers. Gatwick Airport is increasingly targeting 
long-haul routes to better connect the UK with high-growth emerging markets. Read 

http://www.birminghamairport.co.uk/
http://www.cbichina.org.cn/main/chongwuSD_001_1/second_60_645.html
http://www.gatwickairport.com/
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more here.  
 

Architecture, design, and construction 

 
• In mid-November, CBI member Arup announced that the International Commerce 

Centre (ICC) in Hong Kong, to which it provided full engineering services, was voted 
as the gold winner at the MIPIM Asia Awards 2011, a scheme which recognises 
outstanding real estate projects in the Asia Pacific region. Boasting stunning views of 
Victoria Harbour, ICC is the tallest building in Hong Kong, and sets new benchmarks 
for tall building construction in the city.  
 
Arup also had a major involvement in five other projects, which were recognised at 
the MIPIM Asia Awards 2011 for their innovative, technical, environmental, and 
architectural qualities. The projects are as follows: Shanghai International Cruise 
Terminal, Hong Cheng Plaza in Guangzhou, Olympia 66 in Dalian, Midfield Terminal 
at Abu Dhabi International Airport, and Shanghai Wheelock. Read more here. 

 

Automotive 

 
• In late November, CBI member Visteon and Huayu Automotive Systems Co. Ltd. 

(HASCO) announced that their Chinese joint venture, Yanfeng Visteon Automotive 
Trim Systems Co. Ltd. (YFV), and Visteon signed a non-binding Memorandum of 
Understanding to combine the majority of Visteon’s global interiors business with 
YFV. Definitive agreements for the proposed sale, which would be subject to 
regulatory and other approvals, are targeted to be signed in early 2012. The transaction 
would deepen the strategic partnership between Visteon and China-based HASCO and 
significantly enhance their joint venture’s global manufacturing and engineering 
footprint. If completed, the transaction would result in a global interiors company 
within YFV with estimated annual revenue of around $4 billion. Read more here.  

 

Communications 

 
• Commissioned by CBI member WPP, the annual BrandZ Top 50 Most Valuable 

Chinese Brands ranking was released by WPP’s Millward Brown. Combining both 
financial data and consumer opinion gathered from interviews with over 35,000 
Chinese consumers, the BrandZ China Top 50 is one of the most robust rankings of 
Chinese brands available. Key trends emerging from the study in 2011 include: 
China’s shift from maker to innovator, the phenomenal rise of online and FMCG 
brands, rising incomes and a rapidly expanding middle class, and consumers becoming 
increasingly brand-savvy. In 2011, the value of the Top 50 Chinese brands grew by 16% 
to reach $325 billion, representing more than 5% of the Chinese economy. The top 
five brands in the 2011 ranking are as follows: China Mobile, ICBC, Construction 
Bank of China, Bank of China, and Agricultural Bank of China. Read more here.  
 
In additional news, WPP also announced that its wholly-owned operating company 
Ogilvy & Mather acquired a 49% stake in Nanjing Yindu Advertising and Commerce 

http://www.cbichina.org.cn/main/chongwuSD_001_1/second.aspx?nodeid=60&page=ContentPage&contentid=644
http://www.arup.com/
http://www.cbichina.org.cn/main/chongwuSD_001_1/second.aspx?nodeid=60&page=ContentPage&contentid=638&tohtml=false
http://www.visteon.com/index.html
http://www.cbichina.org.cn/main/chongwuSD_001_1/second.aspx?nodeid=60&page=ContentPage&contentid=668
http://www.wpp.com/wpp/
http://www.millwardbrown.com/Home.aspx
http://www.cbichina.org.cn/main/chongwuSD_001_1/second.aspx?nodeid=60&page=ContentPage&contentid=649&tohtml=false
http://www.ogilvy.com/
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Co., Ltd. (“Yindu”) in China. Based in Nanjing, Yindu is a full-service 
communications agency with capabilities including strategic planning, advertising, 
branding and corporate identity, print and media production, and media buying. 
Subject to regulatory approval, the acquisition will expand Ogilvy’s reach into the 
Yangtze River Delta, underlining WPP’s regional approach in China. Read more here.  

 

Education 

 
• In November, CBI member Glyndŵr University announced that it is one of ten 

members of the Wales Higher Education Training Consortium, which will offer 
training and expertise to the Chinese market. Glyndŵr University will be involved in 
the delivery of short courses covering preliminary English language training, 
leadership, and public administration and management to the Chinese government. 
Read more here.  
 

• CBI member Huawei chose fellow CBI member Pearson VUE as its sole testing 
provider to deliver its global certification testing programme, the Huawei 
Certifications System. Huawei Certification is a three-level certification in four areas: 
IP Technology, LTE Technology, Transmission Network Technology, and Cloud 
Computing Technology. Effective 16 December 2011, all Huawei exams are being 
delivered globally through the Pearson VUE Authorised Test Centre network, which 
comprises more than 4,500 sites in 165 countries. Read more here.  
 

• CBI member The University of Edinburgh signed agreements with six Chinese 
institutions, which will enable collaborations between researchers in China and 
Edinburgh and facilitate international exchange study programmes for students. The 
new links include: 
 

o Edinburgh and the University of Science and Technology in China will explore 
the possibility of joint teaching and research programmes at undergraduate and 
postgraduate levels. 

o Edinburgh and Zhejiang University will develop summer schools for students 
while academics will also explore research collaboration in neuroscience. 

o Students from Renmin University in Beijing will be able to undertake one-year 
undergraduate scholarships at Edinburgh, building on existing collaborations 
between the institutions on low-carbon degree programmes. 

o Edinburgh and East China Normal University will set up two-year exchange 
programmes for math students, and will explore research opportunities in 
science. 

o Edinburgh is exploring the possibility of joint research programmes with the 
China Academy of Science. 

 
Read more here.  

 
• CBI member The University of Nottingham announced that it will hire another 30 

academics to join its engineering team at its campus in Ningbo, China. The new 
academics will help support the expansion of the University’s degree and research 
programmes in Ningbo. The University’s Science and Engineering Faculty is 

http://www.cbichina.org.cn/main/chongwuSD_001_1/second.aspx?nodeid=60&page=ContentPage&contentid=664&tohtml=false
http://www.glyndwr.ac.uk/
http://www.cbichina.org.cn/main/chongwuSD_001_1/second.aspx?nodeid=60&page=ContentPage&contentid=681
http://www.huawei.com/en/
http://pearsonvue.com/
http://www.cbichina.org.cn/main/chongwuSD_001_1/second.aspx?nodeid=60&page=ContentPage&contentid=659
http://www.ed.ac.uk/home
http://www.cbichina.org.cn/main/chongwuSD_001_1/second.aspx?nodeid=60&page=ContentPage&contentid=656&tohtml=false
http://www.nottingham.edu.cn/en/index.aspx
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advertising positions for professors, associate professors, and lecturers across all its 
engineering disciplines, including: civil engineering, mechanical engineering, 
electrical and electronic engineering, chemical engineering, environmental 
engineering, architectural environment engineering, product design and manufacture, 
engineering surveying, and architecture. Read more here.  
 
In additional news, The University of Nottingham and The Chinese Academy of 
Survey and Mapping (CASM), the academic arm of China’s National Administration 
for Survey, Mapping, and Geoinformation (NASG), launched the Sino-UK Geospatial 
Engineering Centre. With its main site located at the China Surveying and Mapping 
Innovation Base in Beijing, the centre will develop geospatial information to solve key 
scientific issues for both countries. The centre will also have a presence at the 
Nottingham Geospatial Building in the UK. The centre will promote innovation and 
technology transfer, leadership training, and staff and student exchange. In addition, it 
will explore funding opportunities and new project work and act as a global incubation 
centre to realise beneficial combinations of R&D, production, and commercialisation. 
Read more here.  

 

Energy 

 
• CBI member Siemens and Shanghai Electric agreed to establish two new joint 

ventures to form a strategic wind power alliance in China. The first joint venture will 
focus on R&D and the production of wind turbine equipment for the Chinese market 
and for Siemens’ global supply network while the second joint venture will be 
responsible for wind turbine equipment sales, marketing, project management and 
implementation as well as service in China. The agreement will help Siemens continue 
to regionalise its wind power business in key markets, and will help Shanghai Electric 
further improve its core competitiveness. Read more here.  
 

Financial and professional services 

 
• CBI member PwC opened a branch in Hangzhou in eastern China, marking its 16th 

branch in the country and the second branch launched in 2011. Earlier this year, PwC 
opened a branch in Nanjing in Jiangsu province. PwC China’s branch in Hangzhou 
lays a solid foundation for the firm to serve a number of Chinese and foreign 
enterprises in the city and its surrounding region. PwC China plans to open an 
additional four branches in the country by 2016, extending the firm’s footprint to 20 
major Chinese cities. PwC China also plans to recruit 15,000 people in China over the 
next five years. Read more here.  

 

Hospitality 

 
• CBI member InterContinental Hotels Group (IHG) signed a two-brand hotel 

management contract with Yanlord Land Group Limited to further strengthen its 
position in Sanya, one of China’s most popular resort destinations. Scheduled to open 
in 2014, the new Crowne Plaza Sanya Haitang Bay and Hotel Indigo Sanya Haitang 

http://www.cbichina.org.cn/main/chongwuSD_001_1/second.aspx?nodeid=60&page=ContentPage&contentid=655
http://www.cbichina.org.cn/main/chongwuSD_001_1/second.aspx?nodeid=60&page=ContentPage&contentid=663
http://www.siemens.com/entry/cn/en/index.htm
http://www.cbichina.org.cn/main/chongwuSD_001_1/second.aspx?nodeid=60&tohtml=false&page=ContentPage&contentid=657
http://www.pwc.com/
http://www.cbichina.org.cn/main/chongwuSD_001_1/second_60_650.html
http://www.ihgplc.com/index.asp
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Bay complex will mark a strategic step for both companies into the newly developed 
Haitang Bay in Sanya in southern China’s Hainan province. The partnership between 
IHG and Yanlord Land Group is a win-win strategic move for both companies, and 
will reinforce IHG’s position in China’s growth markets, leading the trend for resort 
development in the hotel industry. Read more here.  

 

Legal 
 

• In November, CBI member Eversheds announced that its Hong Kong office had 
advised New World China Land Limited, one of the largest national property 
developers in mainland China, on a rights issue to raise up to HK$4.3 billion. New 
World China Land will issue up to 2.917 million shares to raise long-term equity 
funding for refinancing the company’s existing borrowings and debts and to strengthen 
the company’s long-term capital base and enhance its financial resilience.  
 
In additional news, in the fall of 2011, Eversheds advised Lundbeck, a leading Danish 
pharmaceutical company, on establishing a new research centre in Shanghai. In 
addition to supporting Lundbeck’s overall R&D strategy, the new centre will also 
firmly establish the company’s position as a global pharmaceutical company, and will 
create opportunities to enter into research collaborations with businesses and 
universities in the region. Eversheds’ Shanghai and Copenhagen offices jointly 
advised Lundbeck on corporate and regulatory issues in China. Read more here.  

 
• CBI member Herbert Smith announced that it had advised China Outfitters Holdings 

Limited (“China Outfitters”) on the HK$1.13 billion (US$145 million) listing of its 
shares on the main board of the Hong Kong Stock Exchange and Rule 
144A/Regulation S global offering. The IPO was completed on 09 December 2011. 
China Outfitters, a menswear-focused apparel company, intends to use the IPO 
proceeds for, amongst others, licensing or acquisition of additional recognised 
international brands, establishing joint ventures, and expansion and enhancement of its 
logistics systems. Read more here.  

 

Pharmaceutical 
 

• CBI member AstraZeneca entered into an agreement to acquire Guangdong BeiKang 
Pharmaceutical Company Ltd., a privately-owned Chinese generics manufacturing 
company based in southern China’s Guangdong province. The acquisition will provide 
AstraZeneca with access to a portfolio of injectable medicines used to treat infections 
that AstraZeneca will make available to patients in China. Following the expected 
completion of the transaction in the first quarter of 2012, AstraZeneca will be 
responsible for the manufacture and commercialisation of these medicines. 
AstraZeneca’s acquisition will accelerate the company’s ‘broad market’ strategy, 
which aims to increase the accessibility and affordability of medicines for wider 
patient populations that are currently underserved. Read more here.  

 
 

http://www.cbichina.org.cn/main/chongwuSD_001_1/second.aspx?nodeid=60&page=ContentPage&contentid=653
http://www.eversheds.com/uk/Home/index.page?
http://www.cbichina.org.cn/main/chongwuSD_001_1/second.aspx?nodeid=60&page=ContentPage&contentid=640
http://www.herbertsmith.com/
http://www.cbichina.org.cn/main/chongwuSD_001_1/second.aspx?nodeid=60&page=ContentPage&contentid=662&tohtml=false
http://www.astrazeneca.com/Home
http://www.cbichina.org.cn/main/chongwuSD_001_1/second_60_647.html
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Power systems 

 
• CBI member Rolls-Royce and China’s Bestway Engineering unveiled a range of 

energy efficient ship designs, which have been produced to meet the future 
requirements of the global merchant shipping industry. The new ship designs have 
been produced using the combined expertise of both companies, and will feature 
Rolls-Royce propulsion systems. Rolls-Royce and Bestway Engineering first 
announced their collaboration a year ago, and the new designs are the first to emerge 
from the two companies’ Joint Project Team.  
 
Rolls-Royce also announced that it will expand its presence in Greater China with the 
development of a new Marine Service Centre in Hong Kong on Tsing Yi Island. 
Scheduled to open in 2012, the new centre will offer specialist support services and 
engineering expertise to customers in Hong Kong, and form an important part of the 
Rolls-Royce marine service network that covers China’s entire eastern coast. The 
facility will provide support for a wide variety of vessel types, and will be capable of 
undertaking repair, overhaul, and upgrades for a wide range of Rolls-Royce products. 
Read more here. 
 
In addition, in late November, Rolls-Royce received an order from PaxOcean, a 
Singapore-based offshore company, to deliver design and propulsion equipment for 
two platform supply vessels. The vessels will be built in PaxOcean Engineering’s 
shipyard in Zhuhai in southern China’s Guangdong province. Worth approximately 
£10 million to Rolls-Royce, the new contract includes vessel design and a fully-
integrated Rolls-Royce diesel electric propulsion system, desk machinery, and 
automation system. The two platform supply vessels are scheduled to be delivered in 
the first half of 2013. Read more here. 

 

Information technology and telecommunications 

 
• CBI member BT welcomed iSoftStone, a China-based IT services provider, as a 

shareholder in MDCL-Frontline, BT’s main delivery arm for the provision of IT 
infrastructure services to its multinational customers in China. BT is the largest 
shareholder of MDCL-Frontline, with a 47.5% holding, which remains unchanged. 
With this investment, iSoftStone and MDCL-Frontline hope to leverage each other’s 
strength’s and collaborate on strategic initiatives such as smart cities, healthcare, the 
Internet of Things, and Cloud Computing. Read more here.  

 
• CBI member IBM and China-based Shandong Commercial Group Co. Ltd. (Lushang 

Group) announced that they have built a system that will help ensure the safety of pork 
products in eastern China’s Shandong province while also improving the efficiency of 
the food supply chain in the region. Using IBM WebSphere software running on IBM 
System x Servers, experts from IBM China Development Lab and China’s National 
Engineering Research Centre for Agricultural Products Logistics have created a pork 
monitoring and tracking system that can extract and store actionable business 
information from the millions of interconnected sensors that make up the Internet of 
Things. The new system brings an unpredented level of accountability and efficiency 

http://www.rolls-royce.com/china/en/index.jsp
http://www.cbichina.org.cn/main/chongwuSD_001_1/second.aspx?nodeid=60&page=ContentPage&contentid=639&tohtml=false
http://www.cbichina.org.cn/main/chongwuSD_001_1/second.aspx?nodeid=60&page=ContentPage&contentid=651&tohtml=false
http://www.btplc.com/index.cfm
http://www.cbichina.org.cn/main/chongwuSD_001_1/second.aspx?nodeid=60&page=ContentPage&contentid=641
http://www.ibm.com/us/en/


7 
 

to every stage of the pork production process. Lushang Group began working with 
IBM in 2010 to create the new system, which is currently being tested by six 
slaughterhouses, six warehouses, and about 100 Inzone hypermarkets and 
supermarkets across Shandong. The system will be fully deployed in 2013, and will 
allow Lushang Group to monitor and trace the movement of meat across all phases of 
the supply chain. Read more here.  
 

• CBI member Huawei successfully deployed and verified the capabilities of its E-
Band microwave equipment in a comprehensive Long-Term Evolution (LTE) test 
network in Chengdu, the capital of Sichuan province in southwestern China. The 
positive results of the test demonstrate the high service-bearing capability and market-
readiness of Huawei’s E-Band microwave equipment. Beginning in July 2011, the 
full-outdoor E-Band microwave prototype equipment developed by Huawei has been 
bearing large-bandwidth services such as multiple HD videos on demand and high-
speed Internet access services between eNodeBs and mobile terminals on the outfield 
LTE network deployed at Huawei’s Chengdu R&D Centre. Read more here.  

 
In additional news, Huawei also chose fellow CBI member Pearson VUE as its sole 
testing provider to deliver its global certification testing programme, the Huawei 
Certifications System. Huawei Certification is a three-level certification in four areas: 
IP Technology, LTE Technology, Transmission Network Technology, and Cloud 
Computing Technology. Effective 16 December 2011, all Huawei exams are being 
delivered globally through the Pearson VUE Authorised Test Centre network, which 
comprises more than 4,500 sites in 165 countries. Read more here.  

 
 
CBI Beijing 
December 2011 

http://www.cbichina.org.cn/main/chongwuSD_001_1/second.aspx?nodeid=60&page=ContentPage&contentid=654
http://www.huawei.com/en/
http://pearsonvue.com/
http://www.cbichina.org.cn/main/chongwuSD_001_1/second_60_648.html
http://www.cbichina.org.cn/main/chongwuSD_001_1/second.aspx?nodeid=60&page=ContentPage&contentid=659

