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Executive summary 
  

(*Access full sector-specific updates: architecture and design (3), automotive (4), aviation (2), banking and 

financial services (4), education (10), hospitality (2), information and communications technology (3), legal 

(1), and pharmaceutical (2)) 

 

 Airbus announced that China Eastern Airlines had signed a purchase agreement with it for 20 A350-900 

aircraft, making the airline the latest customer for the aircraft. (April) Read more here.  

 Arup announced that Sludge Treatment Facility in Hong Kong, Guangzhou Chow Tai Fook Finance 

Centre, and Riverside 66 in Tianjin, all designed and engineered by Arup, had received top accolades at 

the Structural Excellence Awards 2016. (April) Read more here.  

 AstraZeneca announced that it had completed the divestment of the global rights to Imdur, outside the 

U.S., to China Medical System Holdings Ltd. and its associated company. (May) Read more here.  

 Benoy announced that Chengdu IFS had won the overall 2016 VIVA (Vision, Innovation, Value, 

Achievement) Best-of-the-Best Design and Development Award. (May) Read more here.  

 Bentley showcased its vehicles at the Beijing Auto Show. (April) Read more here.  
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 BuroHappold Engineering and Lead 8 partnered to take the HarbourLoop – a vision to transform the 

Hong Kong waterfront into an iconic 23-kilometre urban pedestrian network – to the next phase. (April) 

Read more here.  

 Cardiff University announced that a novel catalyst discovered by experts from Cardiff University had 

been successfully commercialised by a U.K. chemicals company. The gold catalyst is being 

manufactured by Johnson Matthey at a purposely built factory in Shanghai in order to make vast 

quantities of vinyl chloride. (January) Read more here.  

 Cheung Kong Graduate School of Business and the British Chamber of Commerce in China jointly 

hosted an event on CSR in China. (April) Read more here.  

 City University London announced that students on the Financial Journalism MA at City University 

London had visited Shanghai for the first leg of the course’s annual Marjorie Deane Summer School. 

(April) Read more here.  

 Ford announced its year-to-date sales in China increased 7% from 2015, with 391,294 vehicles sold. 

(May) Read more here.  

 Fujitsu’s R&D Centre announced a seal retrieval technique for ancient Chinese document images. 

(March) Read more here.  

 GlaxoSmithKline committed to reduce the price of its first-line chronic hepatitis B (CHB) treatment, 

patent-protected Viread (tenofovir disoproxil fumarate), in China by up to 67%. (May) Read more here.  

 Hitachi announced that Hitachi Automotive Systems (China) Ltd. exhibited at the 2016 Beijing 

International Automotive Exhibition. (April) Read more here. 

 HSBC was voted best overall provider of offshore RMB products and services in Asiamoney’s Offshore 

RMB Poll 2016, reinforcing its leadership in offshore RMB services. (April) Read more here.  

 Huawei announced that it had signed a three-year Memorandum of Understanding enhancing 

cooperation with U.K. Trade and Investment (UKTI). (May) Read more here.  

 IBM announced that Sichuan Nanchong Dangdai Transport Industry Group, the largest extra-long 

distance road passenger transportation service group in Sichuan, had announced a new e-ticketing 

solution using IBM’s Linux-only computing platform LinuxONE. (April) Read more here.  

 InterContinental Hotels Group announced the launch of a new franchise model for its Holiday Inn 

Express brand in China. (May) Read more here.  

 Jaguar Land Rover announced that the Land Rover 2016 Extreme Sailing Series 2
nd

 Act in Qingdao 

took place from 29 April to 02 May 2016. (April-May) Jaguar Land Rover kicked off its new employee 

volunteering scheme by joining forces with the British Embassy in Beijing to upgrade features at the 

New Hope Foundation. (May) Read more here.  

 King’s College London announced that Professor Kerry Brown, Director of the Lau China Institute at 

King’s College London, launched a report at Parliament advising on the U.K.’s China policy. (May) 

Read more here.  

 Lancaster University received approval from the Ministry of Education in Beijing to establish a joint 

institute with its highly ranked partner Beijing Jiaotong University. The new campus, called Lancaster 

University College – Beijing Jiaotong University, will be located in Weihai in Shandong province. 

(April) Read more here.  

 London Stock Exchange Group saw the second RMB-denominated government bond of a non-

Chinese issuer admitted to trading on its markets. (April) Read more here.  

 Rolls-Royce welcomed the decision by China Eastern to select 20 Airbus A350 XWB aircraft, which is 

powered by the Trent XWB engine. (May) Read more here.  



 

 

CBI BEIJING: CELEBRATING CBI MEMBER SUCCESS IN CHINA 

 

Page 3 of 20 

 

MAY 2016 

 Simmons & Simmons announced that it had advised Samsung Asset Management (Hong Kong) Ltd. on 

the listing of the first crude oil exchange traded fund (ETF) ever in Hong Kong. (April) Read more here.  

 Standard Chartered’s Seeing is Believing, a collaboration between the bank and the International 

Agency for the Prevention of Blindness (IAPB), launched the second phase of its Innovation Fund, 

expanding five of the original projects and awarding grants to seven new projects. (April) Read more 

here.  

 Swansea University announced that links between the University and China, from medical research to 

education and staff development, were on the horizon thanks to the opening of a new joint medical 

centre at Wuhan Union Hospital, which was founded in 1866 by a Swansea-born missionary, the 

Reverend Dr. Griffith John. (January) Read more here. 

 UBM announced that the 25
th

 Shanghai International Hospitality Equipment and Supply Expo 

(HOTELEX Shanghai 2016) lasted for four days and closed with great success on 01 April 2016 at the 

Shanghai New International Exhibition Centre. (April) Read more here.  

 UBS opened a new office at One Peking Road in Kowloon, Hong Kong to provide wealth management 

services to entrepreneurs and other client segments in Kowloon and the New Territories. (April) UBS 

announced that UBS (China) Limited had opened its new Shanghai branch. (March) Read more here.  

 The University of Cumbria announced that a visit by the University’s staff to Malaysia was aimed at 

strengthening links between the institution and Asian businesses, industries, and entrepreneurs. (April) 

Read more here.  

 The University of Dundee announced that scientists working in Scotland and China had uncovered a 

potential Achilles’ heel in the organism which causes potato blight, a global problem with associated 

costs estimated at US$6 billion around the world every year. (February) Read more here.  

 The University of Exeter announced that a new double degree programme offered by the University of 

Exeter and Fudan University will give students access to business and economics expertise from the East 

and West. (May) Read more here.  

 The University of Nottingham announced that the University of Nottingham Ningbo China had signed 

a ground-breaking agreement to host a new roto-moulding training centre on campus. (April) The 

University of Nottingham announced the establishment of the High School Affiliated to the University 

of Nottingham Ningbo China. (May) Read more here.  
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Architecture and design 
 

CBI member Arup announced that Sludge Treatment Facility in Hong Kong, Guangzhou Chow Tai Fook 

Finance Centre, and Riverside 66 in Tianjin, all designed and engineered by Arup, had received top 

accolades at the Structural Excellence Awards 2016. Organised by the Hong Kong Institution of Engineers 

Joint Structural Division, the award scheme recognises excellence in structural engineering and achievement 

by structural engineers in Hong Kong. Slude Treatment Facility received the Grand Award in the Hong 

Kong projects category. Guangzhou Chow Tai Fook Finance Centre scooped the top accolade in the 

Mainland/overseas projects category. Riverside 66 in Tianjin won the Merit award in the Mainland/overseas 

projects category. Read more here.  

 

CBI member Benoy announced that Chengdu IFS had won the overall 2016 VIVA (Vision, Innovation, 

Value, Achievement) Best-of-the-Best Design and 

Development Award. The award was announced by 

the International Council of Shopping Centres (ICSC) 

at the global awards ceremony on 22 May in Las 

Vegas. Honouring outstanding examples of shopping 

centre design, the ICSC VIVA Awards bring together 

the Gold Winners from each of the regional 

competitions to compete for the international title. 

Chengdu IFS previously won the top Gold Award for 

New Design and Development at the ICSC Asia 

Pacific Awards in 2015. Chengdu IFS is Benoy’s 

landmark development in western China. Conceived as a ‘City within a city’, the 760,000-square metre 

integrated development is a world-class, one-stop destination uniting retail, dining, business leisure, 

entertainment, culture, and art. The 210,000-square metre flagship retail podium is flanked by two premium 

Grade-A office towers, a five-star hotel, and high-end residential properties, delivering an innovative mixed-

use scheme to the centre of the city. Read more here.  

 

 

http://www.arup.com/
http://www.arup.com/news/2016_05_may/10_may_triple_success_at_structural_excellence_award
http://www.benoy.com/
http://www.benoy.com/news/2016/05/chengdu-ifs-wins-global-icsc-award/
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CBI member BuroHappold Engineering and Lead 8 partnered to take the HarbourLoop – a vision to 

transform the Hong Kong waterfront into an 

iconic 23-kilometre urban pedestrian network 

– to the next phase. HarbourLoop will be 

Hong Kong’s first mobility network 

prioritising zero emission modes of transit, 

connecting Hong Kong to Kowloon in a 

continuous loop. The route exploits the 

legacy of the city’s world famous Victoria 

Harbour. BuroHappold will provide 

resources to study the feasibility of different 

infrastructure interventions along the route. 

This will include a cable car transporting 

users from Central to a new deck overlooking 

West Kowloon Cultural District in a dramatic 1.5-kilometre journey more than 60 metres above the harbour 

as well as a multimodal pedestrian bridge, with a span of 500 metres, linking the Museum of Coastal 

Defence and the Shau Kei Wan waterfront with the village of Lei Yu Mun. Read more here.  

 

Automotive 
 

CBI member Bentley enhanced its new Mulsanne range at the Beijing Auto Show with the global debut of 

the highly exclusive Mulsanne First Edition. Bentley also unveiled its new Flying Spur V8 S in China for 

the first time. In addition, Bentley unveiled a one-of-a-kind verseion of the brand’s new, highly sought-after 

SUV – the Bentayga by Mulliner, Bentley’s bespoke coachbuilding division. Read more here.  

 

 

 

http://www.burohappold.com/
http://www.burohappold.com/news/burohappold-joins-lead-8-make-harbourloop-vision-truly-viable/
http://www.bentleymotors.com/en.html
http://www.bentleymedia.com/release/759/
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CBI member Ford announced its year-to-date sales in China increased 7% from 2015, with 391,294 

vehicles sold. Changan Ford Automobile (CAF), Ford’s passenger car joint venture, delivered year-to-date 

sales of 303,213, up 14% from last year. Ford’s portfolio of sport utility vehicles continues to be popular 

among Chinese consumers, with year-to-date sales of the Ford Ecosport, Kuga, Edge, Explorer, and Everest 

surpassing the 100,000 mark, up 27% compared to the same period last year. Ford introduced the newest 

members to its SUV line-up, the new Ford Kuga and the Ford Edge V6 Flagship, at the recent Auto China 

2016. The Ford Escort continues to be a top-seller for Ford, with year-to-date sales of the nameplate totaling 

84,835 vehicles, up 69% compared to 2015. Read more here.  

 

CBI member Jaguar Land Rover announced that the Land Rover 2016 Extreme Sailing Series 2
nd

 Act in 

Qingdao took place from 29 April 

to 02 May 2016. Having partnered 

with the Extreme Sailing Series 

since 2012, Land Rover has done a 

great deal to promote the 

development of sailing. For 

example, Land Rover BAR 

Academy Team, sponsored by 

Land Rover, has showed the spirit 

of “Above and Beyond” through 

competitive sailing. With a new 

fleet of hydro-foiling GC32s 

replacing the Extreme 40 for the 

2016 season, the Extreme Sailing 

Series gave a fast-paced and 

thrilling experience to the audience and particularly for guests who sailed with the Land Rover BAR 

Academy. Read more here.  

http://corporate.ford.com/homepage.html
https://media.ford.com/content/fordmedia/fna/us/en/news/2016/05/05/ford-sales-in-china-up-seven-percent-year-to-date--april-sales-t.html
http://www.jaguarlandrover.com/gl/en/
http://newsroom.jaguarlandrover.com/zh-cn/land-rover/%E6%96%B0%E9%97%BB/2016/04/%E6%8E%A2%E7%B4%A2%E4%B8%8D%E6%AD%A2%E4%BA%8E%E9%99%86%E5%9C%B0-%E8%B7%AF%E8%99%8E2016%E5%9B%BD%E9%99%85%E6%9E%81%E9%99%90%E5%B8%86%E8%88%B9%E7%B3%BB%E5%88%97%E8%B5%9B%E9%9D%92%E5%B2%9B%E7%AB%99%E6%AD%A3%E5%BC%8F%E5%90%AF%E5%8A%A8/?&locus=2
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In additional news, Jaguar Land Rover kicked off its new employee volunteering scheme by joining forces 

with the British Embassy in Beijing to upgrade features at the New Hope Foundation, a care clinic that has 

provided medical treatment and palliative care for orphaned children from across China for 13 years. More 

than 30 employees from Jaguar Land Rover’s Beijing office and over 120 Embassy staff joined Richard 

Shore, Acting Regional President for Jaguar Land Rover in Greater China, and British Ambassador to China 

Barbara Woodward for a day of hard but inspiring work. In providing a helping hand and supporting the 

renovations, Jaguar Land Rover was acting upon its Dream Fund commitment towards helping children 

enjoy healthier and happier lives. Read more here.  

 

 
 

 

 

CBI member Hitachi announced that Hitachi Automotive Systems (China) Ltd. exhibited at the 2016 

Beijing International Automotive Exhibition (Auto China 2016). Under the theme of “Moving forward! To 

the future where people, vehicles, and society are linked”, the Hitachi Group exhibited advanced 

technologies that are contributing to the evolution of next-generation vehicles, such as autonomous driving 

http://newsroom.jaguarlandrover.com/zh-cn/jlr-corp/%E6%96%B0%E9%97%BB/2016/05/%E8%8B%B1%E5%9B%BD%E9%A9%BB%E5%8D%8E%E5%A4%A7%E4%BD%BF%E9%A6%86%E4%B8%8E%E6%8D%B7%E8%B1%B9%E8%B7%AF%E8%99%8E%E4%B8%AD%E5%9B%BD%E6%90%BA%E6%89%8B%E5%85%B1%E5%90%8C%E6%94%B9%E5%96%84%E5%AD%A4%E6%AE%8B%E5%84%BF%E7%AB%A5%E7%94%9F%E6%B4%BB%E6%9D%A1%E4%BB%B6/?&locus=2
http://www.hitachi.com/
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and the connected car. Read more here.  

 

Aviation 
 

CBI member Airbus announced that China Eastern Airlines had signed a purchase agreement with it for 20 

A350-900 aircraft, making the airline the latest customer for the aircraft. China Eastern Airlines operates 

one of the largest Airbus fleets in the world, with nearly 300 Airbus aircraft in service, comprising the A320 

Family and A330 Family. With this latest order, Airbus has recorded 803 firm orders for the A350 XWB 

from 43 customers worldwide, making it one of the most successful wide-body aircraft ever. Read more here. 

 

 

 

CBI member Rolls-Royce welcomed the decision by China Eastern to select 20 Airbus A350 XWB aircraft, 

which is powered by the Trent XWB engine. The Trent XWB is the world’s most efficient large civil aero 

engine and more than 1,500 engines have already been sold to 40 customers. It powered the first A350 XWB 

aircraft into commercial service in 2015. This is China Eastern’s first selection of the Airbus A350 XWB. 

Rolls-Royce Trent 700 engines already power 51 China Eastern Airbus A330 aircraft in service. Read more 

here.  

 

Banking and financial services 
 

CBI member HSBC was voted best overall provider of offshore RMB products and services in 

Asiamoney’s Offshore RMB Poll 2016, reinforcing its leadership in offshore RMB services. Helen Wong, 

Chief Executive, Greater China, HSBC, said, “To be recognised as the leader in Renminbi services for the 

fifth consecutive year is a tremendous honour which reflects our success in delivering solutions for our 

clients. In a challenging market environment, this kind of recognition is more important than ever, providing 

http://www.hitachi.com/New/cnews/month/2016/04/160411.html
http://www.airbus.com/
http://www.airbus.com/presscentre/pressreleases/press-release-detail/detail/china-eastern-airlines-orders-20-airbus-a350-xwb/
http://www.rolls-royce.com/
http://www.rolls-royce.com/media/press-releases/yr-2016/pr-29-04-2016-rolls-royce-welcomes-china-eastern.aspx
http://www.about.hsbc.com.hk/
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us with an independent view of how well our clients believe we are meeting their needs.” As a longstanding 

champion of RMB internationalisation, HSBC has established RMB trade capabilities in over 50 markets 

globally, was the first international bank to settle RMB trade on six continents, led the first ever offshore 

RMB-denominated bond and initial public offering, and maintained the number one bookrunner position in 

the offshore RMB bond market for the fifth consecutive year. Read more here.  

 

CBI member London Stock Exchange Group saw the second RMB-denominated government bond of a 

non-Chinese issuer admitted to trading on its markets. The Hungarian government mandated the Bank of 

China to arrange an RMB-denominated three-year sovereign bond of RMB 1 billion as part of a wider 

initiative to boost links and commerce between Hungary and China. London Stock Exchange has a strong 

track record of supporting RMB issuance on its markets. There are 65 so-called dim sum bonds on London 

Stock Exchange, with an aggregate value of RMB 28 billion (£2.9 billion). In 2016 alone, 30 new RMB 

bonds have been admitted to trading in London, raising close to RMB 6 billion (£640 million). Nikhil Rathi, 

Chief Executive Officer, London Stock Exchange, said, “London is the world’s most international financial 

market and home to the largest number and most diversified issuer base for RMB bonds in the world. 

Today’s listing, Hungary’s first RMB-denominated bond and a first for Continental Europe, is a clear 

demonstration of London Stock Exchange’s position as a leading centre for RMB debt issuance.” Read more 

here.  

 

CBI member Standard Chartered’s Seeing is Believing, a collaboration between the bank and the 

International Agency for the Prevention of Blindness (IAPB), launched the second phase of its Innovation 

Fund, expanding five of the original projects and awarding grants to seven new projects. Launched in 2013, 

the fund encourages innovators to develop pioneering ideas that have the potential to significantly impact 

how eye care is delivered in low and middle-income countries. The first phase funded landmark projects 

which included developing smartphone technology to enable eye screening in remote locations in Kenya, 

building platforms for high-quality remote online training in Africa, and manufacturing realistic eye models 

to enable surgical training Tanzania and Ethiopia. In this next phase, Standard Chartered awarded grants 

totaling US$1.85 million, including US$0.85 million to seven new projects to begin tackling a diverse range 

of issues associated with avoidable blindness. One of these projects was the Zhongshan Ophthalmic Centre 

at Sun Yat-sen University, which is using laser treatment in rural glaucoma care in China. In addition, five of 

the projects from the fund’s first phase will now receive US$1 million to allow them to expand the scope of 

their work, either by continuing their research or scaling up their operations. One of these projects is 

SightLife, which uses a social marketing framework to overcome the barrier of low consent to donation of 

eye tissue and organs throughout rural China. Read more here.  

 

CBI member UBS opened a new office at One Peking Road in Kowloon, Hong Kong to provide wealth 

management services to entrepreneurs and other client segments in Kowloon and the New Territories. With 

an expected 100-strong team by year-end at UBS’s first office based outside Hong Kong’s Central Business 

District, the firm recently leased a further floor of the new premises, which will have a total gross floor area 

of 36,000 square feet. Read more here.  

 

In additional news, UBS announced that UBS (China) Limited, UBS’s locally-incorporated wholly foreign-

owend bank focusing on wealth management business, had opened its new Shanghai branch. Following the 

opening of a sub-branch in Beijing in October 2014, the new Shanghai branch became UBS’s second 

http://www.about.hsbc.com.hk/news-and-media
http://www.lseg.com/
http://www.lseg.com/resources/media-centre/press-releases/london%E2%80%99s-position-home-rmb-issuance-confirmed-hungary-lists-first-chinese-currency-bond
https://www.sc.com/en/
https://www.sc.com/en/news-and-media/news/global/2016-04-11-second-phase-sib-innovation-fund.html
https://www.ubs.com/global/en.html
https://www.ubs.com/global/en/about_ubs/about_us/news/news.html/en/2016/04/28/ubs-kowloon.html
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ground-floor presence in the Asia-Pacific region and part of the branch network that will underpin UBS’s 

growth in domestic wealth management business in China. The new branch is located in Xintiandi in 

Shanghai’s Huangpu district. A unique feature of the premises is the display of 37 western and Chinese 

contemporary art pieces selected from the UBS Art Collection. Read more here.  

 

Education 
 

CBI member Cardiff University announced that a novel catalyst discovered by experts from Cardiff 

University had been successfully 

commercialised by a U.K. chemicals 

company. Scientists describe the catalyst, 

which is derived from gold, as having the 

potential to save lives, improve health, and 

clean up the environment. Their research 

shows that it has an unparalleled ability to 

speed up many reactions and make products 

cheaper, cleaner, safer, and more sustainable. 

The gold catalyst is being manufactured by 

Johnson Matthey at a purposely built factory 

in Shanghai in order to make vast quantities of vinyl chloride (VCM) – the main ingredient of PVC. It is the 

first time in over 50 years that a complete overhaul in catalyst formulation has been implemented for the 

production of any commodity chemical. The remarkable ability of gold to speed up reactions was first 

discovered by Professor Graham Hutchings and his team at the Cardiff Catalysis Institute (CCI). The team’s 

research identified that gold could be an ideal material to facilitate the production of VCM, which since the 

1950s has been produced using a mercury catalyst. Not only is mercury extremely harmful to the 

environment, the World Health Organisation has identified the chemical as posing a serious threat to human 

health. Since this discovery, the CCI has worked closely with Johnson Matthey, which has trialed the gold 

catalyst in a pilot plant and reactors in China, and a full-scale factory is now in place to produce hundreds of 

tonnes of gold catalyst for the production of VCM. Read more here.  

 

CBI member Cheung Kong Graduate School of Business (CKGSB) and the British Chamber of Commerce 

in China (BritCham) jointly hosted the event “CSR in China: Why to do it and how to do it well”. The event 

was very well attended by individuals from across the business, education, and NGO sectors in China. The 

speakers discussed the benefits of CSR, the challenges they face, the motivations behind it, and the secrets to 

staging a successful campaign. Read more here.  

 

https://www.ubs.com/global/en/about_ubs/media/asiapacific/releases/news_display_media_asiapacific.html/en/2016/03/17/ubs-china-limited-opens-new-shanghai-branch.html
http://www.cardiff.ac.uk/
http://www.cardiff.ac.uk/news/view/183209-gold-catalyst-hits-market-in-china
http://english.ckgsb.edu.cn/
http://english.ckgsb.edu.cn/news_content/csr-speakers-reveal-their-secrets-success-china
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CBI member City University London announced that students on the Financial Journalism MA at City 

University London had visited Shanghai for the first leg of the course’s 

annual Marjorie Deane Summer School. The group of 13 trainee 

journalists spent five days visiting major news organisations, speaking 

with leading journalists, visiting Chinese e-commerce giant Alibaba, and 

hearing from academics at Fudan University. Sponsored by the Marjorie 

Deane Financial Journalism Foundation, the trip is one of the highlights 

of the Masters programme. It is followed by a visit to New York in June, 

where students will meet with the heads of major news organisations and 

study at New York University. Read more here.  

 

CBI member King’s College London announced that Professor Kerry Brown, Director of the Lau China 

Institute at King’s College London, launched a report at Parliament advising 

on the U.K.’s China policy. Commissioned by the Australia-China 

Relations Institute (ACRI), the report, titled ‘Erase and Rewind: Britain’s 

relations with China’, recommends the U.K. take a risk-taking but 

ambitious approach to engagement with China. A successful U.K. strategy, 

the report states, could form a new model of engagement with China. 

Professor Brown, who was recently appointed as the new Director of the Lau China Institute, presented the 

report alongside an expert panel hosted by the All Party Parliamentary China Group. The panel discussed 

the current state of the U.K.-China partnership, where it has been, what it is now, and the future. The report 

makes several recommendations on what the U.K.’s China policy should look like, something it describes as 

a diplomatic experiment. Read more here.  

 

CBI member Lancaster University received approval from the Ministry of Education in Beijing to establish 

a joint institute with its highly 

ranked partner Beijing Jiaotong 

University (BJTU). The new 

campus, called Lancaster 

University College – Beijing 

Jiaotong University, will be 

located in Weihai in Shandong 

province. Chinese and 

international students will be offered undergraduate programmes in Computing, Design, Engineering, and 

Environmental Science from September 2016, co-delivered by Lancaster and BJTU academics. Masters 

courses in Computing and Engineering will be available from 2017, and courses in Business, Accounting 

and Finance, and Logistics are also planned. Graduates will receive a degree from both institutions. In 

addition to teaching collaborations with BJTU, the universities will develop research links, and Chinese staff 

at the new campus will be eligible for Lancaster’s staff development programmes, such as the Certificate of 

Academic Practice. Lancaster University College – Beijing Jiaotong University will provide Lancaster 

University with a substantial presence on the ground in China, enabling the University to better integrate its 

diverse research and teaching activities. Read more here.  

 

https://www.city.ac.uk/
https://www.city.ac.uk/news/2016/april/financial-journalism-ma-students-visit-shanghai-for-annual-summer-school
http://www.kcl.ac.uk/index.aspx
http://www.kcl.ac.uk/newsevents/news/newsrecords/2016/05%20May/What-should-UK-China-relations-look-like.aspx
http://www.lancaster.ac.uk/
http://www.lancaster.ac.uk/news/articles/2016/lancaster-to-open-new-china-campus-with-beijing-jiaotong-university/
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CBI member Swansea University announced that links between the University and China, from medical 

research to education and staff development, were 

on the horizon thanks to the opening of a new joint 

medical centre at Wuhan Union Hospital, which 

was founded in 1866 by a Swansea-born missionary, 

the Reverend Dr. Griffith John. The Centre was 

opened in a ceremony in Wuhan, attended by 

leaders from Swansea University and the Wuhan 

Union Hospital, and by the U.K. Consul General. It 

will promote clinical and life sciences research and 

build student and staff exchanges and education collaborations through an annual Medical Forum, a 

professional association, publications, and collaborative projects.  

 

The new Centre builds on the formal collaboration between Swansea University and Wuhan Union Hospital, 

initiated in 2012, when a delegation from Union Hospital and Huazhong University 

visited Swansea to present a copper bust of Griffith John to the city. The bust is 

permanently displayed in Swansea Museum. The Wuhan Union Hospital, one of 

China’s biggest, has over 5,000 in-patient beds. Each year, the hospital staff care for 

3.5 million outpatients, admit 158,000 patients, and carry out 72,000 operations. 

Professor Iwan Davies, Pro Vice Chancellor at Swansea University, said, “Swansea 

University is a global university. We are pursuing an ambitious internationalisation 

strategy and developing deep partnerships with great institutions with world 

credentials. Overseas partners are crucial to our continued success as a University, 

benefitting our research and our staff and students. This new Medical Centre at one of 

the leading teaching hospitals in China opens an exciting new chapter in Swansea’s 

longstanding links with Wuhan, which is also one of China’s fastest-growing cities. By promoting clinical 

and life sciences research collaborations and encouraging student and staff exchanges, I am confident that 

the Centre will realise significant research, humanitarian and health discoveries, whilst at the same time 

building on the historical links between Swansea and Wuhan.” Nick Whittingham, Consul General of the 

British Consulate in Wuhan, said, “The Centre provides exciting opportunities for more wide-ranging 

medical research, clinical, and educational collaborations between the U.K. and China.” Read more here.  

 

CBI member The University of Cumbria announced that a visit by the University’s staff to Malaysia was 

aimed at strengthening links between the institution and 

Asian businesses, industries, and entrepreneurs. Sandra 

Booth, Pro-Vice Chancellor Enterprise, Business 

Development, and Engagement at the University of 

Cumbria, was invited to deliver a keynote speech at the 

ASEAN-China Entrepreneurs’ (ACE) Conference in 

Kuching. The ACE Conference provides a platform for 

networking and business opportunities among industries 

and SMEs from ASEAN and China. In January 2016, the University of Cumbria finalised the launch of two 

degree programmes at FAME International College in Kuching. The BSc (Hons) Business Management, 

Accounting and Finance and the BA (Hons) International Business Management programmes are taught and 

http://www.swansea.ac.uk/
http://www.swansea.ac.uk/medicine/newscentre/swansea-wuhanjointmedicalcentrelaunchedinoneofchinaslargesthospitals.php
http://www.cumbria.ac.uk/Home.aspx
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delivered locally at FAME, with the degrees conferred by the University of Cumbria upon successful 

completion. FAME were the primary organising body for the ASEAN-China conference, involving over 400 

attendees from many different countries, with delegates including government ministers, trade 

representatives, and many leading entrepreneurs from across the two regions. Sandra Booth said, “I was 

delighted and extremely honoured to share the platform at the conference with leading speakers on business 

growth opportunities for entrepreneurs in a connected world. It was amazing to see that although we are 

many miles apart, we share the same values and we engage in enterprise in the same way. The university has 

global ambitions, and we are already working to develop partnerships within the ASEAN region.” Read 

more here.  

 

CBI member The University of Dundee announced that scientists working in Scotland and China had 

uncovered a potential Achilles’ heel in the organism which causes potato blight, a global 

problem with associated costs estimated at US$6 billion around the world every year. 

Blight was the cause of the infamous Irish potato famine in the nineteenth century and 

remains a huge problem around the world, particularly as more countries turn to potato 

as a major staple crop and ramp up production. China is now the world’s major producer 

of potatoes. Scientists at the University of Dundee and James Hutton Institute in Scotland have been 

working with colleagues at Huazhong Agricultural University in Wuhan and the Heilongjiang Academy of 

Agricultural Sciences in Harbin to study ways to prevent the disease. They have identified a potato enzyme 

that, if it were removed, could prevent the disease from taking hold. The Dundee-China paper is published in 

the Nature Communications journal. Read more here.  

 

CBI member The University of Exeter announced that a new double degree programme offered by the 

University of Exeter and Fudan University will give students access to business and economics expertise 

from the East and West. Launching in September 2016, the new programme will allow students to 

complement their studies with a year on the opposite side of the world, leading to a Master’s degree from 

each of these prestigious universities. The double degrees in Economics are offered through the University 

of Exeter’s Business School and Fudan University’s School of Economics. Students who start the 

programme in the U.K. will spend their first year at Exeter, studying full-time on an Economics Master’s 

degree programme offered by the University of Exeter Business School. On completion, they will move to 

Fudan to undertake a further year of Economics study in Shanghai. The programme will work in reverse as 

well, enabling students from Fudan’s School of Economics to join one of Exeter’s Business School Master’s 

programmes in Economics, Economics and Econometrics, or Financial Economics. These double degree 

programmes mark a deepening of the relationship between the two institutions. More than 50 Fudan and 

Exeter students have participated in exchanges and summer programmes since the two universities signed a 

mobility agreement in 2012. Read more here.  

 

CBI member The University of Nottingham announced that the University of Nottingham Ningbo China 

(UNNC) had signed a ground-breaking agreement to host a new roto-moulding 

training centre on campus. Derived from “rotational moulding”, roto-moulding 

is a low pressure, high temperature method for manufacturing plastic parts 

used in everyday items such as toys, dustbins, barrels, water tanks, and boats. 

China is a huge growing market and manufacturing base for the process. 

Ningbo, in particular, has an impressive reputation as a plastic producing 

http://www.cumbria.ac.uk/AboutUs/News/Articles/201516/May/PR1533.aspx
http://www.dundee.ac.uk/
http://www.dundee.ac.uk/research/main/news/20160202110605/1030.html
http://www.exeter.ac.uk/
http://www.exeter.ac.uk/news/international/title_510168_en.html
http://www.nottingham.edu.cn/en/index.aspx
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region and is home to almost a quarter of all the roto-moulding companies in China. Professor Sam Chen, 

UNNC’s Vice Provost for External Relations, signed the agreement with the Roto-moulding Professional 

Committee of the China Plastics Processing Industry Association (RPC-CPPIA) to jointly establish the new 

Southeast Roto-moulding Training Centre. Under the agreement, RPC-CPPIA will handle recruitment, with 

UNNC being responsible for course design and delivery. The new centre aims to support local roto-

moulding companies in product research and development and to provide a platform for collaboration 

between local and international industry professionals. Read more here.  

 

In additional news, the University of Nottingham also announced the establishment of the High School 

Affiliated to the University of Nottingham Ningbo China (UNNC). Located in the Ningbo High-tech District, 

it is the first Sino-foreign university affiliated high school in Zhejiang province, with a RMB 250 million 

infrastructure investment from the Ningbo municipal government. According to the High School Affiliated 

to the University of Ningbo China, the high school will bring in UNNC’s educational values and practices to 

train innovative international talents. It will promote high school curriculum reforms and explore 

international and customised education ideas and approaches. All of the high school teaching staff will 

receive training provided by UNNC’s School of Education. For any graduates from the high school who 

wish to apply to UNNC for undergraduate study, they will need to meet the same entry requirements as 

other applicants, and the admissions process is also the same. Read more here.  

 

The University of Nottingham also announced that Nottingham’s links to China had been strengthened with 

a tribute to one of its most famous writers. British Ambassador to China 

Barbara Woodward visited the University of Nottingham Ningbo China 

(UNNC), where she officially opened the DH Lawrence Auditorium. 

Ambassador Woodward met with students and staff, including Provost 

Professor Chris Rudd, to find out more about life at the University, which 

is home to 7,000 students studying for British degrees. The new 

technologically sophisticated auditorium, which can seat 1,000 people, will 

provide more teaching and learning space for students at the campus. Read more here.  

 

Hospitality 
 

CBI member InterContinental Hotels Group (IHG) announced the launch of a new franchise model for its 

Holiday Inn Express brand in China. The new model, called Franchise Plus, has been specifically tailored 

for the Chinese market and provides owners with all of the benefits of operating a franchise model but with 

additional benefits and features from IHG’s managed model. This announcement comes as IHG signs its 

first Franchise Plus agreement with Shanghai Yaqi Business Hotel Co. Ltd. for a 260-room Holiday Inn 

Express hotel in the Hongqiao area of Shanghai. It also reflects the local dynamics of the China market, 

which has seen a rapid rise of the middle class in recent years, leading to significant demand for mid-scale 

hotels in Tier 1, 2, 3, and 4 cities. Kenneth Macpherson, Chief Executive of IHG in Greater China, said, 

“IHG has over 30 years’ experience of operating in China and working closely with our hotel owners to 

deliver on our promise to create Great Hotels, Guest Love. We are also an innovative business with a deep 

understanding of our guests and their needs. The launch of Franchise Plus for our Holiday Inn Express brand 

is an important milestone for our business and for the accommodation landscape in China. With IHG’s 

http://www.nottingham.edu.cn/en/news/2016/roto-moulding-training-centre-launched-at-unnc.aspx
http://www.nottingham.edu.cn/en/news/2016/high-school-affiliated-to-the-university-of-nottingham-ningbo-china-established.aspx
http://www.nottingham.edu.cn/en/news/2016/dh-lawrence-boosts-uk-china-relations.aspx
http://www.ihgplc.com/index.asp
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world-leading expertise in franchising and our more than three decades of operational excellence and 

knowledge of the Chinese market, we are confident that the new model will be an engine of growth for IHG 

and our business partners in the coming years.” As the first international hotel company to enter China in 

1984, IHG continues to be a market leader in the region, operating 268 hotels across 100 cities, with another 

212 in the pipeline. Read more here.  

 

CBI member UBM announced that the 25
th

 Shanghai International Hospitality Equipment and Supply Expo 

(HOTELEX Shanghai 2016) lasted for four days and 

closed with great success on 01 April 2016 at the 

Shanghai New International Exhibition Centre. Organised 

by the China Tourist Hotels Association, the China 

Cuisine Association, and Shanghai UBM Sinoexpo 

International Exhibition Co. Ltd., a UBM Asia company, 

and supervised by the Shanghai Municipal Tourism 

Administration, HOTELEX has showed its growth and 

progress in respective aspects since its launch. 

HOTELEX Shanghai 2016 created records in exhibition 

scale and visitor attendance. There were 126,020 professional visitors who attended the exhibition, which 

was up 30% compared to last year’s statistics. Those visitors came from 116 countries and regions. There 

were 2,500 leading industrial brands and representative enterprises. HOTELEX Shanghai is one of the most 

large-scaled, influential, and top quality hospitality exhibitions. Read more here.  

 

Information and communications technology 
 

CBI member Fujitsu’s R&D Centre announced a seal retrieval technique for ancient Chinese document 

images. Seals in ancient Chinese 

documents are often regarded as one 

of the most important information 

carriers of the documents. By 

applying advanced seal extraction 

techniques and high-precision two-

level hierarchical seal matching 

techniques, Fujitsu can retrieve the 

seals in the ancient document 

images from its massive seal database to acquire the basic information of the seals, such as seal text, author 

of the seal, and dynasty of the seal. Fujitsu’s technique can provide a convenient and powerful tool for 

librarians and researchers to make a better understanding and management of the existing ancient seal 

resources. Fujitsu hopes the technique might make further contributions to the protection of ancient Chinese 

archives. Read more here.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.ihgplc.com/index.asp?PageID=116&NewsID=3620
http://www.ubm.com/
http://apps.ubmasia.com/eNews/newsletter_template/383/enews_29143.html
http://www.fujitsu.com/cn/en/
http://www.fujitsu.com/cn/en/about/resources/news/press-releases/2016/frdc-0330.html
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CBI member Huawei announced that it had signed a three-year Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 

enhancing cooperation with U.K. Trade 

and Investment (UKTI), the government 

department responsible for working 

with overseas investors into the U.K. 

The MOU was signed at Huawei’s U.K. 

and Ireland Partner Convention at The 

Royal Horseguards Hotel in London in 

front of an audience of over 130 

representatives from Huawei’s existing 

and potential partners and suppliers 

gathered to discuss the cooperation and 

potential business opportunities. 

Michael Boyd, Managing Director at 

UKTI, Jin Xu, Minister Counsellor of 

the Economic and Commercial Office of the Chinese Embassy in the U.K., and industry leaders shared their 

views and recommendations on how to boost trade between China and the U.K. The agreement will focus on 

identifying the best U.K. technology partners for Huawei’s global supply chain and support Huawei’s 

investment and business development in the U.K. Chen Lifang, Group Board Director and Senior Vice 

President and Huawei U.K. Board Director said, “Huawei has operated in the U.K. for 15 years, and in that 

time we have grown to employ 1,100 people across 15 U.K. locations. By working closely with other 200 

U.K. suppliers and partners, we aim to foster a healthy and robust ICT ecosystem, which helps to build a 

Better Connected U.K. Our new agreement with UKTI will help to continue this development alongside key 

partners in the U.K., an important market for us.” In 2012, Huawei committed to delivering a £1.3 billion 

five-year investment. This pledge included increasing R&D staffing levels to 300 roles and investing more 

than US$200 million in R&D by 2017. Read more here.  

 

CBI member IBM announced that Sichuan Nanchong Dangdai Transport Industry Group, the largest extra-

long distance road passenger transportation service group in Sichuan, had announced a new e-ticketing 

solution using IBM’s Linux-only computing platform LinuxONE. Customers will now be able to purchase 

tickets through the company’s website, mobile app, social media, or vending machines. Dangdai Transport’s 

new solution, built by Huaxia Express Technology Development Company, represents a broad 

modernisation for the company. It previously sold an average of 5,000 tickets daily during peak seasons at 

passenger stations or via local distribution networks within the 64 towns it services. The new e-ticketing 

system will enable passengers to purchase tickets conveniently, remotely, and in advance through their 

channel of choice. The LinuxONE solution will allow Dangdai Transport to gather information about 

purchasing habits and engage with passengers to help deliver a more personalised customer service 

experience. LinuxONE enables clients to analyse data while processing transactions, allowing companies to 

better engage and understand their customers without slowing down transactions. For customers who prefer 

the traditional, in-person purchasing option, Dangdai Transport has installed thousands of ticket vending 

machines in the region. For those who purchase tickets via mobile app, web, or social channels, the 

company is piloting digital payment solutions. LinuxONE, introduced in August 2015, is based on IBM’s 

expertise in secure, scalable, and available enterprise systems. LinuxONE is enabled for a broad range of 

http://www.huawei.com/en/
http://www.huawei.com/en/news/2016/5/Huawei-and-UKTI-sign-MoU
http://www.ibm.com/us-en/
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popular open source and ISV tools. In China, IBM will provide comprehensive training, testing, and 

technical support for local customers, partners, universities, and developers on the platform. Read more here.  

 

Legal 
 

CBI member Simmons & Simmons announced that it had advised Samsung Asset Management (Hong 

Kong) Ltd. on the listing of the first crude oil exchange traded fund (ETF) ever in Hong Kong. Read more 

here.  

 

Pharmaceutical 
 

CBI member AstraZeneca announced that it had completed the divestment of the global rights to Imdur, 

outside the U.S., to China Medical System Holdings Ltd. and its associated company. Under the agreement, 

AstraZeneca will receive US$190 million for the rights to Imdur. Imdur is a mature medicine for the 

prevention of angina in patients with heart disease and achieved global sales outside the U.S. of US$57 

million in 2015. Read more here.  

 

CBI member GlaxoSmithKline (GSK) committed to reduce the price of its first-line chronic hepatitis B 

(CHB) treatment, patent-protected Viread (tenofovir disoproxil fumarate), in China by up to 67%. This 

follows an announcement on the outcomes of a national price negotiation pilot by the National Health and 

Family Planning Commission (NHFPC) and other relevant government agencies. Once fully implemented, 

the price of Viread in China for the treatment of CHB will be lower than all other countries and be covered 

by the country’s reimbursement policies. This commitment will significantly expand access for CHB 

patients living in China to this internationally recommended first-line treatment. Hervé Gisserot, Senior Vice 

President and General Manager, Pharmaceuticals and Vaccines, GSK China/Hong Kong, said, “Supporting 

the government’s initiative is an important aspect of GSK’s commitment to be in China, with China, for 

China. We are proud that Viread has been included in the Chinese government’s efforts to add innovative 

medicines to the reimbursement policies. This represents a defining moment in the government’s efforts to 

provide high-quality, innovative products at more affordable prices, and ultimately improve patient 

outcomes in China.” The price reduction on Viread is the latest example of GSK delivering on its publically 

stated commitment to be “in China, with China, for China”. Previous announcements have included:  

 

o Intent to reduce the price of GSK’s Hepatitis B treatment portfolio by 20 to 30%. 

o Transforming GSK’s commercial operating model to actively contribute to improving the quality of 

scientific exchanges with healthcare professionals for the benefit of patients since May 2015. 

o Partnering with Shanghai-based Desano Pharmaceuticals to announce the local manufacture of 

Tivicay (dolutegravir), GSK’s new HIV medicine and one of its most commercially successful 

products, in July 2015. 

o Partnering with the National Health and Family Planning Commission on a multi-year programme to 

fund independent training programmes in Hepatitis and COPD for over 13,000 healthcare 

professionals from September 2015. 

o Launching a Beijing-based Institute for Public Health and Infectious Disease to conduct local 

http://www-03.ibm.com/press/us/en/pressrelease/49541.wss
http://www.simmons-simmons.com/
http://www.simmons-simmons.com/en/News/2016/April/Firm-Advises-Samsung-on-the-First-Crude-Oil-ETF-in-Hong-Kong
https://www.astrazeneca.com/
https://www.astrazeneca.com/media-centre/press-releases/2016/astrazeneca-completes-divestment-of-imdur-to-china-medical-system-holdings-03052016.html
http://www.gsk-china.com/en-cn/home/
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development programmes for pivotal HIV and TB R&D assets in March 2016. 

 

Read more here.  

 

 

CBI Beijing 

May 2016 

 

 

For inputs or comments, please contact our Beijing office:  

 

Guy Dru Drury (Chief Representative): Guy.DruDrury@cbi.org.uk  

 

Ben Cooper (Policy Analyst): Ben.Cooper@cbi.org.uk   
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