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Executive summary 
 

 (*Access full sector-specific updates: architecture and design (2), automotive (2), aviation (1), banking and 

financial services (3), e-commerce (1), education (5), energy (1), film (1), flight services (2), healthcare (1), 

legal (2), media (2), printing (1), professional services (2), radio equipment (1), real estate (1), and retail (1)) 

 

 Accenture and the Chinese Academy of Sciences released a joint study, called The New Resource 

Economy City Index Report 2015, which showed that China’s city clusters are struggling to prevent the 

spread of resource depletion and environmental degradation from mega cities to smaller urban centres. 

(December) Read more here.  

 Amazon announced that Fire, its fastest-selling tablet ever, is now available to customers in China for 

just RMB 499. (December) Read more here.  

 Atkins announced that construction had begun begun on the Atkins-designed Evergrande International 

Financial Center in the city of Hefei in Anhui province. (December) Read more here.  

 BBC announced that Honyee Media’s Chinese version of BBC’s Top Gear has taken China by storm, 

with the first five episodes of the second season accumulating a combined audience of 217 million 

across TV and online. (November) Read more here.  

 Benoy revealed its design of the future China Resources Land (CRL) Qianhai Centre in Shenzhen. 

(December) Read more here.  
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 Bentley Motors won 18 awards around the world in 2015, stretching from its home market, the U.K., to 

Germany, Russia, China, and the U.S. (December) Read more here.  

 British Airways announced that it is interviewing hundreds of applicants as the airline recruits for its 

first ever cabin crew bases in China. (December) Read more here.  

 CBRE was invited to share insights at the third annual CoreNet Global China Conference. (November) 

Read more here. 

 Coventry University announced the launch of its new Confucius Institute—the first of its kind in the 

West Midlands—at a London conference attended by President Xi Jinping as part of his state visit. 

(October) Read more here.  

 Deloitte announced that Deloitte China was recognised for the 11
th

 consecutive year as a Top Employer 

by the independent Top Employers Institute. (December) Read more here.  

 Deutsche Bank announced that it had agreed to sell its entire 19.99% stake in Hua Xia Bank to PICC 

Property and Casualty Company Limited for a consideration of RMB 23.0 to 25.7 billion subject to final 

price adjustment at closing. (December) Read more here.  

 Ford Motor Company announced that it was nearing the one million mark for sales in China, selling 

106,283 vehicles in November to bring the year-to-date total to 990,356. (December) Read more here.  

 Fuji Xerox announced that Fuji Xerox (China) Limited (FXCL) celebrated its 20
th

 anniversary in 

Shanghai. (October) Read more here.  

 Gatwick Airport announced that long-haul routes at the airport are set to further increase in 2016 as 

Cathay Pacific launches a new route from Gatwick to Hong Kong. (December) Read more here.  

 GlaxoSmithKline (GSK) underlined its commitment to China by announcing a £2 million programme 

that will provide independent training in the diagnosis of Hepatitis B to 7,000 Chinese doctors. 

(December) Read more here.  

 HSBC announced that HSBC Life Insurance Company Limited, a 50:50 joint venture between HSBC 

Insurance (Asia) Limited and The National Trust Limited, officially launched its insurance operations in 

Guangdong after receiving a licence to offer HSBC life insurance products in the province. (December) 

Read more here.  

 Hytera Communications’ founder and chairman, Chen Qingzhou, was invited as an entrepreneur 

representative to join the delegation for President Xi Jinping’s state visit to the U.K. and take part in 

official conferences, including the U.K.-China Commerce Summit. (October) Read more here.  

 J.P. Morgan formed a strategic partnership with Postal Savings Bank of China. (December) Read more 

here.  

 Linklaters advised Bank of China on the listing of a bond on the new China International Europe 

Exchange. (December) Read more here.  

 Lockheed Martin announced that Lockheed Martin Commercial Flight Training continued its global 

growth with the sale of two B737-800W full flight simulators to Okay Airways Company Limited. 

(September) Read more here.  

 Marks & Spencer (M&S) opened its first flagship store in Beijing. (December) Read more here.  

 Microsoft announced that the University of Washington and Tsinghua University are partnering to 

establish a new technology graduate school in Bellevue, Washington, backed initially by US$40 million 

from Microsoft. (June) Read more here.  

 Newman University signed an agreement with Guangdong University of Education in Guangzhou that 

begins with Newman validating a one-year Professional Graduate Certificate in Management and 

Business for GDUE students. (October) Read more here.  
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 Pinewood Group released its interim results for the six months ended on 30 September 2015, reporting 

the completion of Phase One consultancy to Shanghai Film Group. (December) Read more here.  

 Pinsent Masons announced that it had advised on one of the first projects to be launched under China’s 

One Belt, One Road initiative – the Thar Block II coal mine in Pakistan and two associated 330-

megawatt power plants. (December) Read more here.  

 Shell announced that Shell Nanhai B.V. and China National Offshore Oil Corporation signed a Heads of 

Agreement to expand their existing 50:50 joint venture in Huizhou in Guangdong province. (December) 

Read more here.  

 UBM and Alibaba’s B2B business unit, including Alibaba.com and 1688.com, announced a strategic 

alliance to unite the online and offline trade buying experience initially in Asia. (December) Read more 

here.  

 The University of Nottingham announced that 108 managers from China Railway Rolling Stock 

Corporation (CRRC) completed the CRRC Advanced International Talent Development Programme 

offered by Nottingham University Business School in China. (December) Read more here.  

 The University of York announced a new agreement with the China Scholarships Council (CSC) for up 

to 10 joint-funded PhD scholarships for the next five years. (November) Read more here.  
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Architecture and design 
 

CBI member Atkins announced that construction had begun begun on the Atkins-designed Evergrande 

International Financial Center in the city of Hefei 

in Anhui province. The 518-metre supertall 

building will be the first skyscraper and highest 

landmark in Anhui. Atkins was commissioned by 

Evergrande Group to provide planning concepts 

for two plots in the Binhu new area of Hefei and 

architectural conceptual design for the Evergrande 

International Financial Center. With a total gross 

floor area (GFA) of 660,000 square metres, the 

high-rise commercial and residential complex 

comprises a five-star hotel, luxury serviced 

apartments, grade-A offices, and a large integrated 

shopping mall to provide high-end entertainment 

and a high-end lifestyle experience for visitors and 

residents. Located on a prime modern lakeside 

development, the site enjoys a beautiful natural 

view of Chao Lake and convenient access to 

public transportation. To the right of the main 

tower are four shorter towers that resemble a 

bamboo grove, adding unique characteristics to the city’s emerging skyline. The Evergrande International 

Financial Centre in Hefei is the third Atkins-designed supertall building in the Asia-Pacific region currently 

under construction. The other two projects are the 568-metre tall Pearl of the North in Shenyang and the 

460-metre tall Vincom Landmark 81 in Ho Chi Minh in Vietnam.  

 

CBI member Benoy revealed its design of the future China Resources Land (CRL) Qianhai Centre in 

Shenzhen. The development will form a 

core part of the highly publicised 

Qianhai special economic zone. As the 

masterplanner and retail architect, 

Benoy has challenged the status quo of 

a traditional finance district by creating 

a multi-layered active city environment 

for the commercial scheme. Located in 

the centre of Qianhai, the development 

sits within ‘Neighbourhood 2’ of the 

district. With a vision to transform the 

district into the ‘Manhattan of the Pearl 

River Delta’, Qianhai itself is expected to attract US$45 billion in future investment. Benoy’s masterplan for 

the 54,000-square metre site aims to create an active 24-hour destination and develop the plot to its fullest 

potential. The scheme will feature a four-storey podium,  including a basement retail level, which will 

http://www.atkinsglobal.com/en-GB
http://www.benoy.com/about
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connect to five towers comprising commercial offices, a 5-Star international hotel, and serviced apartment 

residences. Enlivening the heart of the development, and, in turn, the wider district, has been a key 

consideration of the design. As such, Benoy has carved two main spines through the development to create a 

lively internal streetscape. The ‘Financial Valley’ and the ‘Green Belt’ thoroughfares open up the podium to 

create an interconnected environment from the sunken basement levels up to the roof garden on Level 4. At 

the intersection of these internal streets sits the focal point of the scheme—a large, vertically and 

horizontally connected outdoor event space. This outdoor entertainment area has been designed for year-

round enjoyment with a monocoque steel canopy featuring ETFE material. A modern theatre and art gallery 

have been strategically positioned nearby to support the events programme, reiterating the commitment to 

inject art and culture into the commercial precinct. The development has not ignored its identity within the 

financial district with the architectural language respecting both functions of the scheme. The lively designs 

along the interior spines of the development have been complemented by the formal and clean lines of the 

street-facing façades, which reference the corporate nature of the district.  Following the vision of the district, 

CRL Qianhai Centre promotes a strong integration of public transport and a multi-layered pedestrian-

friendly environment as a Transit Oriented Development. Three metro lines, which include Line 1, Line 5, 

and the future Line 11, are seamlessly integrated into the scheme. Environmentally aware, the development 

is targeting both LEED and China Green Building 3-Star certifications. CRL Qianhai Centre has broken 

ground and is due to complete construction in 2018. The development adds to Benoy’s growing portfolio in 

the emerging Pearl River Delta economic zone. 

 

Automotive 
 

CBI member Bentley Motors won 18 awards around the world in 2015, stretching from its home market, 

the U.K., to Germany, Russia, China, and the U.S. For example, the race-bred Continental GT3-R was 

named ‘Car of the Year’ by Car magazine in China. Read more here.  

 

CBI member Ford Motor Company announced that it was nearing the one million mark for sales in China, 

selling 106,283 vehicles in November to bring the year-to-date total to 990,356. Ford’s November 

performance was up 9% compared to 2014. Changan Ford Automobile (CAF), Ford’s passenger car joint 

venture, sold 84,546 vehicles during the month, up 22% compared to 2014. CAF year-to-date sales totaled 

739,465, up 3% compared to 2014. The Ford Mondeo was a highlight in November, with sales of the 

nameplate up 13% to 12,431. Year-to-date sales of the sedan surpassed the 100,000 mark. Sales of Ford 

SUVs also remained strong, with both the Ford Kuga and the Ford Edge selling more than 10,000 vehicles 

each in November. Jiangling Motors Corporation (JMC), Ford’s commercial vehicle investment, sold 20,608 

vehicles in November, down 20% compared to 2014. Year-to-date sales for JMC reached 226,968 vehicles, 

down 5% compared to 2014. In November, Ford launched its flagship Taurus sedan at the Guangzhou Auto 

Show. This launch marked the delivery of Ford’s promise to bring 15 vehicles to China by 2015. In 2016, 

Ford will continue providing Chinese customers with world-class vehicles, including two new energy 

vehicles: the Ford C-MAX Energi plug-in hybrid electric vehicle and the Ford Mondeo hybrid electric 

vehicle. Read more here.  

 

 

http://www.bentleymotors.com/en.html
http://www.bentleymedia.com/release/704/
http://corporate.ford.com/homepage.html
https://media.ford.com/content/fordmedia/fna/us/en/news/2015/12/07/ford-sales-in-china-up-9-percent-in-november--nearing-1-million-.html
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Aviation 
 

CBI member Lockheed Martin announced that Lockheed Martin Commercial Flight Training (LMCFT) 

continued its global growth with the sale of two B737-800W full flight simulators to Okay Airways 

Company Limited, China’s first private sector airline with both passenger and cargo routes throughout 

mainland China and the surrounding region. Captain Wei Hong, Vice President of Okay Airways, said, “The 

introduction of LMCFT’s simulator creates an excellent foundation for Okay Airways to meet our own 

training needs, further enhance the quality of our training, and at the same time allows us to further diversify 

our business. This collaboration with LMCFT brings additional benefits to Okay Airways: further enhancing 

our training curriculum and content, improving our training capability, and bringing the quality of our 

management and operational standards to a higher plane. It also helps us to fulfill our Win-Win objectives of 

bringing economic and social benefits to the country.” Sandy Samuel, Vice President and General Manager 

of LMCFT, said, “We are committed to delivering value to Okay Airways with quality products and services 

that support their expanding pilot training business. In addition, we are applying Lockheed Martin’s 

expertise in product support and sustainment to maximize device availability for Okay Airways and other 

customers in the Asia-Pacific region.” Read more here.  

 

Banking and financial services 
 

CBI member Deutsche Bank announced that it had agreed to sell its entire 19.99% stake in Hua Xia Bank 

to PICC Property and Casualty Company Limited for a consideration of RMB 23.0 to 25.7 billion subject to 

final price adjustment at closing. The completion of the transaction is subject to customary closing 

conditions and regulatory approvals, including that of the China Banking Regulatory Commission. The sale 

will have a positive financial impact and, on a pro-forma basis, would have improved Deutsche Bank’s 

Common Equity Tier 1 capital ratio as of 30 September 2015 by approximately 30 to 40 basis points. Read 

more here.  

 

CBI member HSBC announced that HSBC Life Insurance Company Limited, a 50:50 joint venture 

between HSBC Insurance (Asia) Limited and The National Trust Limited, officially launched its insurance 

operations in Guangdong after receiving a licence to offer HSBC life insurance products in the province. 

Headquartered in Shanghai, HSBC Life has been operating since August 2009. With an expanded insurance 

presence in the Pearl River Delta, HSBC Life will be able to offer a comprehensive range of insurance 

solutions to HSBC bank customers in the region, covering protection, retirement, children’s education, 

wealth growth and management, and legacy planning. Read more here.  

 

CBI member J.P. Morgan announced its Strategic Cooperation Agreement with Postal Savings Bank of 

China (PSBC), the largest unlisted bank and the sixth-largest commercial bank in China in terms of assets. 

The two banks also signed a Securities Purchase Agreement and an Investor Rights Agreement. The 

agreement encompasses multiple levels of collaboration between the two banks, leveraging the leading retail, 

consumer, and commercial banking franchises of JPMorgan Chase & Co. as well as its global corporate and 

investment banking and asset management businesses. JPMorgan Chase & Co. will provide support and 

expertise to PSBC as it invests in and introduces new distribution capabilities while further strengthening its 

http://www.lockheedmartin.com/us.html
http://www.lockheedmartin.com/us/news/press-releases/2015/september/150914-mst-chinas-okay-airways-purchases-two-lockheed-martin-full-flight-simulators.html
https://www.db.com/
https://www.db.com/newsroom_news/2015/medien/picc-property-and-casualty-company-limited-to-acquire-deutsche-bank-s-entire-stake-in-hua-xia-bank-en-11379.htm
http://www.about.hsbc.com.hk/
http://www.about.hsbc.com.hk/news-and-media
https://www.jpmorgan.com/pages/jpmorgan


 

 

CBI BEIJING: CELEBRATING CBI MEMBER SUCCESS IN CHINA 

 

Page 7 of 14 

 

DECEMBER 2015 

risk management processes. Read more here.  

 

E-commerce 
 

CBI member Amazon announced that Fire, its fastest-selling tablet ever, is now available to customers in 

China for just RMB 499. With access to hundreds of Kindle books and 

with English language learning features like Word Wise, Fire is an easy 

and affordable option for customers who want to read or learn English. 

Amazon China also announced an agreement with Baidu, a leading 

Internet services company, to provide a search, apps, and online video 

experience on Amazon tablets in China. Read more here.  

 

Education 
 

CBI member Coventry University announced the launch of its new Confucius Institute—the first of its kind 

in the West Midlands—at a London conference attended by President Xi Jinping as part of his state visit. 

The university will collaborate with Jiangxi University of Finance and Economics (JUFE) in Nanchang to 

set up the institute, which will be dedicated to supporting international trade for regional businesses and 

helping the local community to learn about Chinese language and culture. The joint initiative will see the 

new Confucius Institute launched in early 2016 on Coventry’s campus, following the endorsement of 

China’s National Office for Teaching Chinese as a Foreign Language. The institute will be open to students, 

local school pupils, and businesses, with a particular focus on helping West Midlands small- and medium-

sized enterprises (SMEs) boost trade and export links with China through improved awareness and 

understanding of the country’s business culture. Coventry’s institute will become the region’s only 

Confucius centre and one of 26 in the U.K. and aims to offer a range of learning opportunities at all levels—

from children’s courses to teacher training—each with a view to improving links between China and the 

West Midlands. Read more here.  

 

CBI member Microsoft announced that the University of Washington and Tsinghua University are 

partnering to establish a new technology graduate school in 

Bellevue, Washington, backed initially by US$40 million 

from Microsoft. The school, called the Global Innovation 

Exchange (GIX), will mark the first time that a Chinese 

research institution has set up a physical location in the 

U.S. Scheduled to open in the fall of 2016, GIX will begin 

with a 15-month master’s degree in technology innovation, 

focused on the growth in connected devices, for 

approximately 30-35 students. Over the next decade, 

enrollment could expand to as many as 3,000 students with the addition of more degrees and programmes. 

Read more here.  

 

 

https://www.jpmorgan.com/pages/detail/1320544954718
http://www.amazon.com/
http://phx.corporate-ir.net/phoenix.zhtml?c=176060&p=irol-newsArticle&ID=2119935
http://www.coventry.ac.uk/
http://www.coventry.ac.uk/primary-news/coventry-uni-to-launch-west-midlands-first-confucius-institute/?theme=main
http://www.microsoft.com/en-us/
http://www.geekwire.com/2015/uw-and-chinas-tsinghua-univ-creating-tech-grad-school-in-seattle-area-with-40m-from-microsoft/
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CBI member Newman University signed an agreement with Guangdong University of Education (GDUE) 

in Guangzhou that begins with Newman validating a one-year Professional 

Graduate Certificate in Management and Business for GDUE students. 

Students who complete the course with distinction, and achieve high 

enough scores in English language tests, will automatically become 

eligible to apply for a place on Newman’s own MBA course in 

Birmingham. Professor Peter Lutzeier, Vice Chancellor at Newman 

University, said, “We’re delighted to have signed this agreement with 

GDUE. At Newman we are committed to the internationalisation of our 

curriculum as well as educating students to be ethical and productive citizens in a globalised world. Staff at 

both universities have worked together to identify ways we can collaborate effectively, and we expect to 

develop an ongoing partnership that will focus on research and educational provision linked to areas 

including sport, business, and aspects of health and social care.” Read more here.  

 

CBI member The University of Nottingham announced that 108 managers from China Railway Rolling 

Stock Corporation (CRRC) completed the CRRC Advanced International Talent 

Development Programme offered by Nottingham University Business School in 

China. The training programme was designed to develop specific capabilities in the 

managers to meet CRRC’s international strategy. CRRC managers were immensely 

satisfied with the outcome of the programme where they received much attention 

from world-class faculty members and had plenty of opportunities to be actively 

involved in highly interactive discussions in class. Besides academic learning, the 

managers also visited advanced manufacturing industries in the U.K. and Germany.  

 

CBI member The University of York announced a new agreement with the China Scholarships Council 

(CSC) for up to 10 joint-funded PhD scholarships for the next five years. The scholarships will initially open 

to candidates intending to start a PhD in the 2016/17 academic year. The scholarships are open to Chinese 

nationals and will be awarded on the basis of academic merit and CSC priorities. The initiative will prioritise 

PhD study in York’s departments of Biology, Chemistry, Electronics, Physics, Management, Music, 

Philosophy, Politics, and Theatre, Film, and Television. Applicants to other research areas will be 

considered depending on availability. Read more here.  

 

Energy 
 

CBI member Shell announced that Shell Nanhai B.V. and China National Offshore Oil Corporation 

(CNOOC) signed a Heads of Agreement (HOA) to 

expand their existing 50:50 joint venture (JV) in 

Huizhou in Guangdong province. Under the HOA, 

subject to final agreements and regulatory approvals, 

Shell is expected to join an ongoing CNOOC project 

to develop additional chemicals facilities next to the 

JV’s existing Nanhai petrochemical complex, which 

will be owned and operated by the existing JV. The 

http://www.newman.ac.uk/
http://www.newman.ac.uk/news/4376/newman-agrees-partnership-with-chinese-university
http://www.nottingham.edu.cn/en/index.aspx
http://www.york.ac.uk/
http://www.york.ac.uk/news-and-events/news/2015/china-scholarship-council/
http://www.shell.com.cn/en.html


 

 

CBI BEIJING: CELEBRATING CBI MEMBER SUCCESS IN CHINA 

 

Page 9 of 14 

 

DECEMBER 2015 

HOA includes the ongoing construction of an ethylene cracker and ethylene derivatives units, including a 

styrene monomer and propylene oxide (SMPO/PDO) plant. The new cracker will increase Nanhai’s ethylene 

production capacity by over one million tonnes per year, about double its current capacity. As part of the 

HOA, Shell will apply its proprietary OMEGA and SMPO/POD technologies to produce ethylene oxide and 

ethylene glycol, increasing volumes and ranges of Nanhai’s high quality products, as well as enhance overall 

energy efficiency. CNOOC has already begun construction of the new petrochemical complex, and 

commercial production from the new facilities is expected in around two years’ time. The expansion would 

increase the total ethylene production at the Nanhai petrochemical complex to around two million tonnes per 

year. The site, with a strong track record of reliable and safe operations, converts a variety of liquid 

feedstocks into ethylene and derivative products, which are used in a wide range of consumer goods, 

including computers, plastic bottles, and washing liquids.  

 

Film 
 

CBI member Pinewood Group released its interim results for the six months ended on 30 September 2015, 

reporting that the company maintained the positive momentum reported at full year and is operating its 

studios at near capacity as demand continues for its offer to the screen-based industries. As part of its 

interim results, Pinewood announced the completion of Phase One consultancy to Shanghai Film Group. 

Read more here.  

 

Flight services 
 

CBI member British Airways announced that it is interviewing hundreds of applicants as the airline recruits 

for its first ever cabin crew bases in 

China. The recruitment campaign for 

cabin crews based in Beijing and 

Shanghai opened two months ago, and 

the airline has received a total of over 

2,500 applications for 65 openings. 

Hopeful recruits that have successfully 

passed the online application stage have 

been invited to attend one of the face-to-

face interviews that will take place over 

16 days. The final 65 successful 

applicants will then undergo the airline’s 

extensive training programme at British 

Airways’ headquarters at London 

Heathrow. They will undertake eight weeks of intensive training in flight safety, security and medical 

procedures, as well as world-class customer service training. The new recruits will take to the skies from 

June 2016 serving the Beijing, Shanghai, and Chengdu routes alongside London-based cabin crew 

colleagues. Richard Tams, British Airways’ Executive Vice President for China, said, “I want to say a big 

thank you to all the applicants for their interest in British Airways. We have been overwhelmed by the 

http://www.pinewoodgroup.com/
http://www.pinewoodgroup.com/our-studios/uk/news/interim-results-six-months-ended-30-september-2015
http://www.britishairways.com/travel/home/public/en_us
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amount of applications we have received. We are confident that the newly recruited cabin crew will provide 

excellent service for our Chinese customers, delivering the local language and culture they value. We hope 

to encourage more travellers from China to explore the world with British Airways.”  

 

CBI member Gatwick Airport announced that long-haul routes at the airport are set to further increase in 

2016 as Cathay Pacific launches a new route from Gatwick to Hong Kong, a premier gateway to the Far East 

for both business and leisure. Read more here.  

 

Healthcare 
 

CBI member GlaxoSmithKline (GSK) underlined its commitment to China by announcing a £2 million 

programme that will provide independent training in the diagnosis of Hepatitis B to 7,000 Chinese doctors. 

GSK is funding the programme, and Chief Executive Sir Andrew Witty announced the new commitment as 

he attended a business summit held in London during President Xi Jinping’s state visit to the U.K. The 

announcement reaffirms GSK’s long-term commitment to serving China and the healthcare needs of patients 

in the country. Run over three years and delivered by the Development Centre for Medical Science and 

Technology and the National Health and Family Planning Commission, the training programme will equip 

doctors with the skills to diagnose, treat, and provide ongoing management to patients. GSK has committed 

£6 million for public health initiatives in China over the next five years with around £4 million being spent 

on independent GP training.  

 

Legal 
 

CBI member Linklaters advised Bank of China on the listing of a bond on the new China International 

Europe Exchange (CEINEX). The RMB 2 billion bond bearing interest at a rate of 3.6% and maturing in 

2017 was issued by the bank’s branch in Abu Dhabi. For this purpose, a stock exchange admission 

prospectus had been prepared, which was approved by the German Financial Supervisory Authority (BaFin). 

Read more here.  

 

CBI member Pinsent Masons announced that it had advised on one of the first projects to be launched 

under China’s One Belt, One Road initiative – the Thar Block II coal mine in Pakistan and two associated 

330-megawatt power plants. The firm worked with the two project companies, the mine company (a joint 

venture of the Government of Sindh, Engro Corporation, various Pakistan and Chinese investors, and China 

Machinery Engineering Corporation) and the Power company (a joint venture of Engro, CMEC, and a 

Pakistan investor. Funded as part of the China Pakistan Economic Cooperation’s US$46 billion investment 

programme, the deal is CMEC’s first major overseas investment project. The two financings comprise a mix 

of Chinese credit from Sinosure with additional conventional and Islamic Pakistan rupee tranches. Read 

more here.  

 

 

 

http://www.gatwickairport.com/business-community/
http://www.mediacentre.gatwickairport.com/press-releases/2015/press-release-item-gatwick-ready-for-expansion-after-another-record-month-of-growth.aspx
http://www.gsk.com/
http://www.linklaters.com/pages/index.aspx
http://www.linklaters.com/News/LatestDeals/2015/Pages/Linklaters-advises-Bank-of-China-on-listing-of-first-bond-on-CEINEX.aspx
http://www.pinsentmasons.com/en/
http://www.pinsentmasons.com/en/media/press-releases/2015/pinsent-masons-advised-on-landmark-one-belt-one-road-project/
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Media 
 

CBI member BBC announced that Honyee Media’s Chinese version of BBC’s Top Gear has taken China 

by storm, with the first five episodes of the second season 

accumulating a combined audience of 217 million across TV 

and online. The show, which launched on Shanghai Dragon 

TV on 19 October, was the number one programme in its 

time slot for the past four weeks (as of 20 November) across 

all cable and pay TV channels nationwide, with an average 

weekly audience of nine million tuning in to watch live. The 

fifth and latest episode of a run of 10 attracted its highest 

audience to date, garnering over 11 million viewers. Interest in Top Gear China has been so intense that the 

season’s first five episodes have received a staggering 173 million total views across eight of China’s largest 

online video websites. The opening episode was the second most talked about topic across all Chinese social 

media. Its curtain raiser featured a race between the three hosts across Shanghai and a wind-suit flight and 

car challenge at Tianmenshan Mountain. Chinese and British production crews have produced a significant 

amount of the content collaboratively. Top Gear China’s promotional launch activity featured Big Stig, a 

30-foot-plus effigy of the show’s iconic white-suited driver, who arrived in Guangzhou in early September 

before making his way to Shanghai and taking up residency in front of the Grand Gateway and Plaza 66, two 

of the city’s most famous office and shopping mall landmarks. The gigantic character also made 

appearances at several notable events in Shanghai,  including the 2015 Shanghai Simple Life concert and the 

World Endurance Championship, and his presence in Xuhui District, Shanghai attracted over one million 

visitors alone. Top Gear fever in China is set to continue when the current series ends with a Top Gear Live 

festival featuring the local hosts currently slated to take place in the spring of 2016 in Shanghai. Honyee 

Media debuted the first series in late 2014. BBC Worldwide distributes Top Gear to over 200 territories 

worldwide and has licensed the format for local production in seven countries to date, including the U.S., 

China, South Korea, France, and the forthcoming Italian version. Read more here.  

 

CBI member UBM and Alibaba’s B2B business unit, including Alibaba.com and 1688.com, announced a 

strategic alliance to unite the online and offline trade buying 

experience initially in Asia. The two companies have begun 

exploring opportunities to link the B2B online and face-to-face 

trading worlds by leveraging their combined strengths, 

technologies, and relationships. The alliance will begin with 

pilot programmes including Alibaba B2B business unit’s online 

secure transactional platforms and business portals for 

companies participating in select UBM Asia trade fairs. Cross 

promotional marketing, match-making services, and audience 

development of the two company’s brands and networks will be another key aspect in working towards the 

longer term goal of creating the next generation of on and offline trade experiences. Pilot programmes for 

the joint collaboration will begin with UBM Asia’s Malaysia International Furniture Fair (MIFF) to be held 

on 01-05 March 2016 in Kuala Lumpur, Finefood Shanghai – part of Hotelex Shanghai – to be held on 29 

March to 01 April 2016 in Shanghai, and the co-located Materials Manufacturing and Technology (MM&T) 

http://www.bbc.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/mediacentre/worldwide/2015/top-gear-china-s2
http://www.ubmasia.com/
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and Fashion Access (FA) fairs to be held on 30 March to 01 April 2016 in Hong Kong. The collaboration 

will commence with promotions of the UBM fairs to both parties’ respective trade audiences, and Alibaba 

will begin offering their Trade Assurance service onsite to select exhibitors. Alibaba’s Trade Assurance 

service allows participating suppliers to offer guarantees on order quality standards and on-time shipment. 

Further pilots in the second half of 2016 will include additional business match-making components for 

other UBM Asia events, such as Shanghai International Children Baby Maternity Industry Expo (CBME 

China) and SIGN & LED CHINA fairs. Read more here.  

 

Printing 
 

CBI member Fuji Xerox announced that Fuji Xerox (China) Limited (FXCL) celebrated its 20
th

 anniversary 

in Shanghai. At the celebration, Fuji Xerox’s top management shared insights on the company’s history of 

development in China and committed to bring solutions and services for customers with added value to help 

solve their business issues in the future and to continue contributing to China’s sustainable development.  

 

Professional services 
 

CBI member Accenture and the Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS) released a joint study, called The 

New Resource Economy City Index Report 2015, which showed that China’s city clusters are struggling to 

prevent the spread of resource depletion and environmental degradation from mega cities to smaller urban 

centres. The study also showed how digital technologies can support sustainable development. The report 

assesses the sustainable development capabilities of 100 Chinese cities using a scorecard to measure 

economic performance, resource efficiency and environmental sustainability, and capabilities for supporting 

future development. The three factors form the basis of what Accenture and CAS call the New Resource 

Economy. The report follows the first Index, which was published in 2013. Read more here.  

 

CBI member Deloitte announced that Deloitte China was recognised for the 11
th

 consecutive year as a Top 

Employer by the independent Top Employers Institute. Deloitte was one of only 57 awarded for 2016 from a 

field of hundreds of organisations that participated in the stringent certification process. Read more here.  

 

Radio equipment 
 

CBI member Hytera Communications’ founder and chairman, Chen Qingzhou, was invited as an 

entrepreneur representative to join the delegation for President 

Xi Jinping’s state visit to the U.K. and take part in official 

conferences, including the U.K.-China Commerce Summit. 

Hytera Communications established its wholly-owned British 

subsidiary in 2004 and relocated its new office in Slough in 

2012 to accommodate its rapid growth. Today, Hytera U.K. 

proudly serves governmental departments and various 

industries, such as airports, mass transit, oil and gas, and 

http://apps.ubmasia.com/eNews/newsletter_template/431/enews_27469.html
http://www.fujixerox.com/eng/
https://www.accenture.com/
https://newsroom.accenture.com/news/chinese-city-clusters-struggle-to-curb-environmental-degradation-finds-joint-study-by-accenture-and-chinese-academy-of-sciences.htm
http://www2.deloitte.com/cn/en.html
http://www2.deloitte.com/cn/en/pages/newsroom/articles/deloitte-china-top-employer-award-2016.html
http://www.hytera.com/index.htm?
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security, as well as historical events, including the 2012 London Olympic Games and the Diamond Jubilee 

Pageant of Queen Elizabeth II. Andrew Yuan, Managing Director of Hytera U.K. as well as Deputy General 

Manager of Hytera’s international business, said, “Thanks to the effort of Hytera’s U.K. team and the 

business-friendly environment here in the U.K., we have witnessed very healthy growth in the U.K. market. 

The recognition from our customers and partners have promoted Hytera as a top brand of PMR solutions. I 

believe the state visit of President Xi will cultivate an even better environment of international business, 

especially between the U.K. and China, and we are proud of being part of the historical moment.” Read 

more here.  

 

Real estate 
 

CBI member CBRE was invited to share insights at the third annual CoreNet Global China Conference. 

During the event, which was held in Shanghai, CBRE executives shared their views on managing corporate 

real estate under China’s current economic conditions. Bringing together more than 300 industry experts, 

scholars, and opinion leaders from Fortune 500 companies and leading Chinese enterprises to deliberate on 

an array of subjects under the theme “Disruptive Innovation”, the conference enlightened participants on 

topics including the “new normal” and opportunities in the Internet Plus era. Read more here.  

 

Retail 
 

CBI member Marks & Spencer (M&S) opened its first flagship store in Beijing as part of its strategy to 

expand in presence in large cities in China. The new 1,500-square metre store is located at The Place in 

Beijing. Read more here.  

 

 

 

 

CBI Beijing 

December 2015 

 

http://www.hytera.com/navigation.htm?newsId=11573&columnType=news
http://www.cbre.com/
http://www.cbre.com.cn/EN/aboutus/mediacentre/mediaarchives/Pages/CBRE-INVITED-TO-SHARE-INSIGHTS-AT-3rd-ANNUAL-CORENET-GLOBAL-CHINA-CONFERENCE.aspx
http://corporate.marksandspencer.com/
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/business/2015-12/19/content_22750602.htm
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For inputs or comments, please contact our Beijing office:  

 

Guy Dru Drury (Chief Representative): Guy.DruDrury@cbi.org.uk  

 

Ben Cooper (Policy Analyst): Ben.Cooper@cbi.org.uk   

mailto:Guy.DruDrury@cbi.org.uk
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