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Executive summary 
 

 (*Access full sector-specific updates: architecture and design, automotive, aviation, banking and financial 

services, chemicals, education, energy, fashion, flight services, healthcare, hospitality, information and 

communications technology, legal, logistics, media, mining, power, professional services, real estate, and 

retail) 

 

 Airbus released its 2014-2033 Global Market Forecast, projecting that China will need over 5,300 new 

passenger aircraft and freighters over the next 20 years, with a total market value of US$820 billion. 

(December) Read more here.  

 ABB, the Guiyang Municipal Government, and the Guiyang Free Trade Zone signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding on Strategic Cooperation to explore in-depth cooperation in areas such as energy, 

industry, transportation, and infrastructure. (December) Read more here.  

 Alcatel-Lucent announced that China Telecom, China Unicom, and China Mobile had each chosen 

7950 XRS (Extensible Routing System) from Alcatel-Lucent for their IP-based core networking needs in 

order to meet rapidly accelerating demand for fixed and mobile broadband access in China. (October) 
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Read more here.  

 Alliance Boots announced that it had completed the acquisition of a 12% stake in Nanjing 

Pharmaceutical Company Limited. (December) Read more here.  

 Atkins announced that the Atkins-designed TEDA H2 building, the highlight of the Tianjin TEDA 

Modern Services District, had won the bronze award for ‘Best Innovative Green Building’ by MIPIM 

Asia. (December) Read more here.  

 AVEVA acted as an exclusive platinum sponsor for the China (Beijing) International Offshore Oil and 

Gas Technology Conference 2014. (December) Read more here.  

 BBC announced that the BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra will conclude a hugely successful 2014 

with a tour of China beginning in late December and ending in early January. (December) Read more 

here.  

 Benoy announced that three Benoy projects had been recognised for excellence in real estate 

development at the 2014 MIPIM Asia Awards, including DreamCentre, Shanghai. (December) Read 

more here.  

 BHP Billiton celebrated the shipment of its one billionth tonne of iron ore to China with customers, 

industrial associations, joint venture partners, suppliers, and employees in Shanghai. (December) Read 

more here.  

 The Boeing Company announced that it had awarded a contract to Aviation Industry Corporation of 

China (AVIC) to produce composite empennage tips for the 777 beginning in 2017. (November) Read 

more here.  

 CBRE announced that it is establishing a joint venture with three partners, including Shanghai Tower 

Construction and Development Company, the Shanghai Lujiazui Property Management Company, and 

Shanghai Tower Real Estate Management Company Limited, for the purpose of providing property 

management services for the new Shanghai Tower. (October) Read more here.  

 Coventry University launched a dual degree programme in China, delivered in collaboration with the 

South West University of Political Science and Law. (October) Read more here.  

 De Montfort University opened its Guangzhou Regional Office in order to support Chinese students 

thinking of studying at DMU and to help develop further international activity in the region, including in 

Hong Kong. (November) Read more here.  

 DHL announced that DHL Supply Chain will commit a further €113 million in China as its strategy 

gains traction. (December) Read more here.  

 DLA Piper announced that it had advised Guotai Junan International, the sole sponsor and sole global 

coordinator, for Yan Tat Group Holdings Limited on the company’s HK$75 million IPO in Hong Kong. 

(December) Read more here.  

 Elekta announced that men with prostate cancer will be the first group of patients in China to benefit 

from the recent clearance of Elekta’s Clarity soft tissue visualisation system by the China Food and Drug 

Administration. (November) Read more here.  

 Eversheds announced that it had advised CITIC Securities Corporate Finance (HK) Limited and CLSA 

Limited in connection with the HK$697.5 million initial public offering (IPO) of Q Technology (Group) 

Company Limited. (December) Read more here.  

 EY announced the 14 EY Entrepreneur of the Year 2014 China winners. (November) Read more here.  

 Foster + Partners’ ‘The Art of Architecture’ exhibition is being staged at the Kaohsiung Museum of 

Fine Arts in Taiwan from 27 September 2014 to 18 January 2015. (September) Read more here.  

 Harper Adams University hosted guests from the Chinese Embassy, outlining the university’s 
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collaboration in China and leading a campus tour that included the Dairy Unit and Agricultural 

Engineering Innovation Centre. (November) Read more here.  

 Heathrow Airport Limited released its traffic and business commentary for November 2014, reporting 

passenger volumes continued growth within emerging markets, increasing 12.7% to China. (December) 

Read more here.  

 Huawei announced that Huawei Rotating CEO Guo Ping had hosted Michael D. Higgins, the President 

of Ireland, at Huawei’s R&D centre in Beijing. (December) Read more here.  

 InterContinental Hotels Group (IHG) was named British Company of the Year at the prestigious 

British Business Awards 2014, bringing to a successful close its 30
th

 anniversary celebrations in China. 

(November) Read more here.  

 Jaguar Land Rover released its sales results for November and the year-to-date, reporting its China 

Region sales performance showed 10% growth in November and 32% in the year-to-date. (December) 

Jaguar Land Rover supported the appearance of the Webb Ellis Cup at the Shanghai Rugby Football 

Club, which Rugby World Cup winner and Land Rover Global Ambassador Lawrence Dallaglio 

attended. (December) Jaguar Land Rover launched its new “Land Rover Never Stops Caring—Journey 

for Vision” programme in China. (November) Read more here.  

 KPMG announced record-high aggregated network revenues of US$24.82 billion for the fiscal year 

ending on 30 September 2014, reporting 7.3% annual growth in revenues in China. (December) Read 

more here. 

 Lucite International’s Acrylic Design Competition in China attracted 175 entries from young designers 

studying at six prestigious Chinese institutes this year. (October) Read more here.  

 Marks & Spencer (M&S) released a half year update for its Plan A 2020, reporting that the Marks & 

Spencer Clothes Exchange, known as Shwopping in the U.K., had been launched in M&S’s 20 stores in 

the Czech Republic and 17 stores in Hong Kong. (December) Read more here.  

 PwC announced the opening of its Shenyang office. (December) Read more here.  

 Simmons & Simmons announced that it had advised on the establishment of the first joint venture 

insurance broker in the Shanghai Free Trade Zone. (December) Read more here.  

 Standard Chartered announced that the Standard Chartered Renminbi Globalisation Index reached 

1,949 in August, up 1.4% from the previous month supported by the inclusion of Paris and Seoul as two 

new centres. (October) Read more here.  

 Ted Baker released its latest interim management statement, reporting that it plans to open a further 

outlet store in China in the coming months. (November) Read more here.  

 Turner & Townsend announced that it continues to post strong growth in China and has expanded its 

workforce by over a third (35%) across its six Chinese offices during the past year. (December) Read 

more here.  

 The University of Nottingham announced that a collaborative project between the University of 

Nottingham Ningbo China and the University of Nottingham U.K. is mining ‘big data’ to aid 

understanding of social issues. (November) Read more here.  

 

 

(Photo compilation on following page, clockwise from top left: BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra to 

conclude 2014 with tour of China, Benoy’s DreamCentre in Shanghai recognised at 2014 MIPIM Asia 

Awards, Jaguar Land Rover launches new ‘Land Rover Never Stops Caring—Journey for Vision’ 

programme in China, Simmons & Simmons advises on establishment of first joint venture insurance broker 

http://www.marksandspencer.com/s/plan-a-shwopping
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in Shanghai Free Trade Zone, Lucite International’s Acrylic Design Competition in China attracts 175 

entries from young designers studying at six Chinese institutes this year, Atkins-designed TEDA H2 building 

in Tianjin wins bronze award for ‘Best Innovative Green Building’ by MIPIM Asia, BHP Billiton celebrates 

shipment of its one billionth tonne of iron ore to China, and AVEVA acts as exclusive platinum sponsor for 

China (Beijing) International Offshore Oil and Gas Technology Conference 2014)  
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CBI members by sector  
 

Architecture and design 

 

CBI member Atkins announced that the Atkins-designed TEDA H2 building, the highlight of the Tianjin 

TEDA Modern Services District (MSD), had 

won the bronze award for ‘Best Innovative 

Green Building’ by MIPIM Asia. The newly 

opened TEDA H2 Building has been accredited 

with the following four green building 

certificates under different assessment schemes: 

the U.S. LEED (Gold), the Chinese 3-Star, the 

Japanese CASBEE (S Class), and the British 

BREEAM (Very Good). The demonstration 

project will serve as a platform for the research 

of new green technologies. H2 Building has 

provided an energy-saving, comfortable indoor 

building environment through different aspects 

of architectural and engineering designs. Atkins’ 

design team has applied an array of layered 

façade structures and unique high performance 

materials to provide sustainability to the 

building: photovoltaic panels are installed on the southern side for solar energy conversion, double glazing 

glasses are installed on the southern façade to provide better insulation to improve energy efficiency, and a 

grey water system is designed and used for reducing potable water consumption. In addition to being the 

architect for the TEDA H2 Building, Atkins is also the lead designer for the Tianjin TEDA Modern Services 

District (MSD), responsible for the entire project design from planning to construction. 

 

CBI member Benoy announced that three Benoy projects had been recognised for excellence in real estate 

development at the 2014 MIPIM Asia 

Awards. This year, Benoy found success 

with its schemes across Singapore, Korea, 

and China. DreamCentre, Shanghai was 

awarded Gold (Best Chinese Futura Mega 

Project), Westgate, Singapore won Gold 

(Best Retail Development), and, in the same 

category, LOTTE World Mall, Seoul took 

home Silver (Best Retail Development). 

DreamCentre is one of the largest cultural 

investment projects currently under 

development in China and is the core highlight of the ‘West Bund Media Port’ in the district of Xuhai, 

Shanghai. With a total area of 463,000 square metres, this development, jointly developed by CMC Capital 

http://www.atkinsglobal.com/
http://www.benoy.com/about
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Partners, Lan Kwai Fong Group, and DreamWorks Animation, will offer a world-class integrated cultural 

and lifestyle destination to drive the transformation of Xuhai district. Benoy is the masterplanner behind the 

scheme. Read more here.  

 

CBI member Foster + Partners’ ‘The Art of Architecture’ exhibition is being staged at the Kaohsiung 

Museum of Fine Arts in Taiwan from 27 

September 2014 to 18 January 2015. This 

touring exhibition is the first survey of the 

work of Foster + Partners in Taiwan. 

Arranged around the themes of 

infrastructure, high-rise, urban design, 

history, and culture, the works on display 

highlight the incredible diversity of the 

practice’s work. The exhibition includes 

some of the world’s most recognisable 

buildings and structures, such as the Millau 

Viaduct in France, the Reichstag in Berlin, 

and London’s Swiss Re headquarters tower. 

It also introduces new projects in Taiwan, which include a new science museum in Keelung and a residential 

development in Kaohsiung. The exhibition offers visitors a unique insight into the workings of the studio 

and the integrated design process, in which architects and engineers work together, alongside specialists 

from many other disciplines, such as interiors, urban designers, environmental analysts, and geometry 

specialists. It also explores the use of different tools—while the computer has revolutionised the way 

designers work, drawing and model making still play an important role. The exhibition includes original 

sketches, models, and a special exhibit, which follows the entire design process from first client meeting to 

analysis of the completed building. Read more here.  

 

Automotive 
 

CBI member Jaguar Land Rover released its sales results for November and the year-to-date, reporting its 

China Region sales performance showed 10% growth in November and 32% in the year-to-date. Read more 

here.  

 

Jaguar Land Rover also launched its new “Land Rover Never Stops Caring—Journey for Vision” 

programme in China. The initiative plans to provide free professional 

medical services to children in remote areas over the next three years as 

well as offer training for local doctors and funding for improved 

medical equipment. Supported by the health authorities in Yunnan 

Province as well as Beijing Tongren Hospital and seven local hospitals, 

the initiative officially launched on 27 November when a fleet of Land 

Rovers transported optical care professionals to five rural areas, where 

around 30,000 children are being examined. Eyeglasses will be given 

to 3,000 children, with corrective surgery and other treatments 

http://www.benoy.com/press/benoy-projects-win-top-awards-mipim-asia
http://www.fosterandpartners.com/
http://www.fosterandpartners.com/news/archive/2014/09/foster-partners-the-art-of-architecture-opens-at-kaohsiung-museum-of-fine-art/
http://www.jaguarlandrover.com/
http://newsroom.jaguarlandrover.com/en-in/jlr-corp/#!/news/2014/12/jlr_november_sales_101214/?&locus=2
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expected to be carried out on another 600. Click here to read the full article in China Daily.  

 

In addition, Jaguar Land Rover supported the appearance of the Webb Ellis Cup at the Shanghai Rugby 

Football Club, which Rugby World Cup winner and Land Rover 

Global Ambassador Lawrence Dallaglio attended. Land Rover is a 

worldwide partner of the 2015 Rugby World Cup. Following the 

announcement that rugby sevens would be part of the 2016 Olympic 

Games, rugby has become increasingly popular in China, and, to 

build on this, Jaguar Land Rover started its Land Rover China Youth 

Rugby Development Programme to promote the sport across the 

country. Click here to read the full article in China Daily.  

 

Aviation 
 

CBI member Airbus released its 2014-2033 Global Market Forecast, projecting that China will need over 

5,300 new passenger aircraft and freighters from 2014 to 2033, with a total market value of US$820 billion. 

It represents 17% of total demand worldwide for over 31,000 new aircraft in the next 20 years. Read more 

here.  

 

CBI member The Boeing Company announced that it had awarded a contract to Aviation Industry 

Corporation of China (AVIC) to produce composite empennage tips for the 777 beginning in 2017. The new 

agreement was reached through close collaboration between Boeing, AVIC Shenyang Commercial Aircraft 

Corporation (SACC), and AVIC International. It builds on the contract Boeing signed with AVIC earlier this 

year to produce vertical fin and horizontal stabiliser forward torque box panels. Under the contract, workers 

at SACC will build tips for the 777 vertical fin and horizontal stabiliser at its new facility near the airport in 

Shenyang. Boeing qualified SACC for composite work in July of this year following a comprehensive audit 

of equipment, workforce, and processes. The two companies will also work together in establishing a 

Manufacturing Innovation Centre (MIC) within the SACC facility to enhance the manufacturing and 

technological capabilities of SACC employees. Boeing and AVIC pioneered the MIC concept in 2012, 

establishing the first centre in Beijing to provide classroom training for AVIC employees on Boeing’s 

successful production methods. Read more here.  

 

Banking and financial services 
 

CBI member Standard Chartered announced that the Standard Chartered Renminbi Globalisation Index 

reached 1,949 in August, up 1.4% from the previous month supported by the inclusion of Paris and Seoul as 

two new centres. Paris is well-placed to cement its leading position as an RMB hub in the Eurozone 

following a slew of policy boosts, including the announcement of an RMB clearing bank and approval of its 

first RQFII quota, while Seoul has strong market potential, based on Korea’s real-economy ties with China. 

Read more here.  

 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/business/motoring/2014-12/10/content_19056845.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/business/motoring/2014-12/17/content_19105349.htm
http://www.airbus.com/
http://www.airbus.com/presscentre/pressreleases/press-release-detail/detail/china-needs-over-5300-new-aircraft-in-the-next-20-years/
http://www.boeing.com/boeing/
http://boeing.mediaroom.com/Boeing-Awards-AVIC-Contract-for-777-Empennage-Tips
http://www.sc.com/cn/en/index.html
http://www.sc.com/cn/chi/news/2014/pdf_press_20141007_en.pdf
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Chemicals 
 

CBI member Lucite International launched its Acrylic Design Competition (ADC) to students at some of 

China’s most prestigious fine arts universities six years ago. The 

goal was to build awareness and understanding of acrylic and to 

encourage young people to use it as part of their studies as well as 

continuing to do so in their future careers. This year’s competition 

attracted 175 entries from young designers studying at six institutes 

in China: the Guangzhou Academy of Fine Arts, Nanjing 

University of Arts, Tsinghua University, Sichuan Academy of Fine 

Art, Tongji University, the China Academy of Art, and the National Cheng Kung University. One important 

element of the ADC is teaching students how to process acrylic into finished products. This has been largely 

achieved because of the close working relationships that Lucite International in China (LIC) has with its 

manufacturing partners and their fabricator partners too. With this collaborative approach, students are able 

to gain first-hand experience of processing acrylic in a commercial environment, which has proved 

invaluable. Read more here.  

 

Education  
 

CBI member Coventry University launched a dual degree programme in China, delivered in collaboration 

with the South West University of Political Science and Law (SWUPL), which is ranked in the top five 

universities in China for its law programmes. The undergraduate dual degree programme in Commercial 

Law was significantly oversubscribed, and has attracted 100 high-calibre students from 15 provinces across 

China. The degree will be taught at SWUPL’s new campus in Chongqing. Read more here.  

 

CBI member De Montfort University (DMU) opened its Guangzhou Regional Office in order to support 

Chinese students thinking of studying at DMU and to help 

develop further international activity in the region, including 

in Hong Kong. This is the university’s third office in China. 

DMU has worked with universities and partners in China for 

more than a decade, opening its first office in China in 

Beijing in 2012 and its second in Nanjing in 2013. The 

Sunwah Group is supporting the university’s campus 

redevelopment in the U.K. with the opening of the DMU 

Confucius Institute (CI), celebrating Chinese language, 

culture, and the creative arts with the community in 

Leicester. DMU’s new Guangzhou Regional Office will 

help promote the university’s innovative programmes as well as provide important support to local partners 

and projects. Read more here.  

 

 

 

http://www.luciteinternational.com/
http://blog.luciteinternational.com/how-are-design-students-in-china-expanding-the-horizons-of-acrylic/
http://www.coventry.ac.uk/
http://www.coventry.ac.uk/primary-news/coventry-university-launches-dual-degree-in-china/?theme=main
http://www.dmu.ac.uk/home.aspx
http://www.dmu.ac.uk/about-dmu/news/2014/november/dmu-unveils-important-new-regional-office-in-south-china.aspx
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CBI member Harper Adams University hosted guests from the Chinese Embassy, outlining the university’s 

collaboration in China and leading a campus tour that included the 

Dairy Unit and Agricultural Engineering Innovation Centre. Harper 

Adams University has worked closely with partners in China for the last 

decade, including running joint degree programmes in International 

Business Management and Food Quality Retail Management with 

Beijing Agricultural College. Harper Adams also hosts a summer school 

for engineering students from China’s Northwest Agriculture and 

Forestry University and is delivering a Master’s course in Applied 

Mechatronic Engineering for students from two leading Chinese universities. Thanks to a generous donation 

from Zhejiang Hengyi Group Company, Harper Adams has been able to run an annual student exchange 

programme, allowing U.K. students to visit China in the summer and learn about culture and study there, 

before welcoming the new cohort of Chinese students the following September. Harper Adams has also 

previously delivered training to Chinese government ministers. Read more here.  

 

CBI member The University of Nottingham announced that a collaborative project between the University 

of Nottingham Ningbo China (UNNC) and the University of Nottingham U.K. is mining ‘big data’ to aid 

understanding of social issues. The ‘Mining the Meaning’ project will look at big data sets in order to better 

understand two areas—the perception of alcohol consumption in society and vets’ decision-making 

processes when treating animals. The project will be coordinated by a team composed of individuals from 

both Nottingham Campuses—from the Schools of English, Computer Science, Mathematical Sciences, 

Medicine and Veterinary Medicine and Science, as well as Libraries and Information Services. The project 

has been funded through a Nottingham pump priming grant of £10,000. Read more here.  

 

Energy 
 

CBI member AVEVA acted as an exclusive platinum sponsor to participate in the China (Beijing) 

International Offshore Oil and Gas 

Technology Conference 2014 (CIOTC 2014), 

which was held in Beijing from 02-04 

December. CIOTC 2014 brought together 

industrial icebreaking meetings and 

professional technology forums. At the same 

time, the CNOOC Procurement Platform 

Conference was held to better respond to the 

desired requirements of CNOOC providers 

and deliver better services to them. AVEVA 

participated in this conference and focused 

on showcasing its new technologies and products, including its Integrated Engineering and Design products, 

AVEVA Everything3D, AVEVA PDMS, AVEVA Bocad Offshore, AVEVA Enterprise Resource 

Management, and AVEVA NET Portal. AVEVA also shared and discussed its technology and management 

experience in the oil and gas industry and forecasted the future of the industry driven by technology 

innovation. Headquartered in Cambridge, AVEVA is an internationally recognised engineering IT company, 

http://www.harper-adams.ac.uk/
http://www.harper-adams.ac.uk/news/202400/chinese-embassy-visit-to-harper-adams/?archive=true&year=2014
http://www.nottingham.edu.cn/en/index.aspx
http://www.nottingham.edu.cn/en/news/2014/collaborative-project-will-mine-big-data-to-aid-understanding-of-social-issues.aspx
http://www.aveva.com/
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which provides solutions and services for the shipbuilding, oil and gas, paper manufacturing, power, 

chemical, and pharmaceutical industries throughout their entire life cycles.  

 

Fashion 
 

CBI member Ted Baker released its latest interim management statement, reporting that it plans to open a 

further outlet store in China in the coming months. Read more here.  

 

Flight services 
 

CBI member Heathrow Airport Limited released its traffic and business commentary for November 2014, 

reporting passenger volumes continued growth within emerging markets, increasing 12.7% to China. Read 

more here.  

 

Healthcare 
 

CBI member Alliance Boots announced that it had completed the acquisition of a 12% stake in Nanjing 

Pharmaceutical Company Limited. The completion follows receipt of government and regulatory approvals. 

As a result of the investment, Alliance Boots becomes the second largest shareholder of the company with 

the right to nominate Board members and a member of the senior management. In September 2012, Alliance 

Boots announced its intention to invest in Nanjing Pharmaceutical Company Limited through a private 

placement, for a total consideration of approximately £56 million (RMB 560 million). Alliance Boots first 

entered the Chinese market in 2008 through its joint venture, Guangzhou Pharmaceuticals Corporation, 

which operates in complementary geographies and continues its successful development. Read more here.  

 

CBI member Elekta announced that men with prostate cancer will be the first group of patients in China to 

benefit from the recent clearance of Elekta’s Clarity soft tissue visualisation system by the China Food and 

Drug Administration (CFDA). As part of Elekta’s premiere linear accelerator offering, Versa HD, Clarity 

enables clinicians to use non-ionizing ultrasound technology to non-invasively image the prostate and 

surrounding soft tissues before patients begin treatment. Read more here.  

 

Hospitality 
 

CBI member InterContinental Hotels Group (IHG), the largest international hotel group in China, was 

named British Company of the Year at the prestigious British Business Awards 

2014. As the first international hotel company to enter the China market, IHG has 

paved the way for international hotel brands in the country and has been 

celebrating its 30
th

 anniversary in China this year. Among its extensive list of 

industry firsts in China, IHG was the first international hotel company to launch a 

tailor-made booking website for Chinese consumers, the first to open a call centre 

http://www.tedbakerplc.com/ted/en/home/
http://otp.investis.com/clients/uk/ted_baker/rns/regulatory-story.aspx?cid=898&newsid=456495
http://www.heathrowairport.com/
http://mediacentre.heathrowairport.com/Press-releases/Heathrow-traffic-and-business-commentary-November-2014-a6d.aspx
http://www.allianceboots.com/
http://www.allianceboots.com/news/20141204-nanjing-pharmaceutical.aspx
http://www.elekta.com/
http://www.elekta.com/press/645083dc-0c2b-4aa2-9c08-1dde5de7eb52/elekta-s-clarity-soft-tissue-visualization-system-cleared-for-use-for-cancer-patients-in-china.html
http://www.ihgplc.com/
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in Guangzhou to serve Chinese customers in their local language, the first to work with a Chinese bank to 

launch a co-branded credit card for Chinese customers, and the first to work with local tourism institutions 

to establish the IHG Academies, which cultivate local talent for the hospitality industry. In particular, IHG 

was the first international company to launch a luxury hotel brand tailored to the needs of Chinese 

consumers, HUALUXE Hotels and Resorts. As IHG celebrates 30 years in the China market this year, there 

are also important milestones to be celebrated across its diverse brand portfolio, including: InterContinental 

Hotels & Resorts opened its 30
th

 hotel in Greater China; Crowne Plaza Hotels & Resorts celebrated the 

opening of its 70
th

 hotel, making it the largest and most widely distributed upscale brand in the country; 

Hotel Indigo announced its fifth hotel open for business, with another five in the development pipeline; 

Holiday Inn Hotels and Resorts, the first to enter China, now has nearly 70 hotels across the country; and, 10 

years after entering the China market, Holiday Inn Express has achieved its milestone 100 hotels, with 50 

hotels open and another 50 to be opened in the next three years. With 24 hotels in the pipeline, the first batch 

of HUALUXE Hotels and Resorts are set to open by the end of 2014. IHG is also the largest international 

employer in China’s hotel industry, with 60,000 employees working in its corporate offices and 227 

operational hotels, of which over 90% are local Chinese. With nearly 200 hotels under development, IHG is 

expected to create another 30,000 jobs in the hospitality industry over the next three years. In addition, IHG 

continues to support underprivileged children around the country through its partnership with the China 

Youth Development Foundation (CYDF) by funding IHG Hope Schools, supporting vocational education 

for migrant youth and providing scholarships for IHG Academy students.  

 

Information and communications technology  
 

CBI member Alcatel-Lucent announced that China Telecom, China Unicom, and China Mobile—the three 

biggest telecommunications service providers in China—had each chosen 7950 XRS (Extensible Routing 

System) from Alcatel-Lucent for their IP-based core networking needs in order to meet rapidly accelerating 

demand for fixed and mobile broadband access in China. The 7950 XRS core router is the ‘traffic cop’ that 

directs data traffic at the heart of an IP network, handling multiple Terabits of data per second. The system 

provides operators with up to five times the data capacity of other core routers on the market. China is 

anticipating massive growth of data and video in the coming years for residential and enterprise customers 

due to increasing demand for high-definition content, on-demand viewing, multi-screen delivery, the 

widespread use of smart-phones and tablets, and the rapid adoption of cloud applications. The first scale 

commercial deployments of the 7950 XRS in China will enable China Telecom, China Unicom, and China 

Mobile to address the expected explosion of demand for capacity over the next five years, as well as 

supporting the operators’ contributions to China’s national ‘Broadband China’ strategy. The selection of the 

7950 XRS was the result of a central bidding process for IP core routers. The deployments will mark the 

first scale commercial use of the system in China. Read more here.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.alcatel-lucent.com/
http://www.alcatel-lucent.com/press/2014/alcatel-lucent-awarded-bids-its-ground-breaking-ip-core-router-china-telecom-china-unicom-and-china
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CBI member Huawei announced that Huawei Rotating CEO Guo Ping, met the President of Ireland, 

Michael D. Higgins, during his visit to Beijing. The 

President participated in a tour of the Huawei 

exhibition hall at its Beijing Research and 

Development (R&D) centre, where new technologies, 

including next-generation broadband networks, are 

being developed. During the meeting, Mr. Guo 

announced the launch of the “Seeds for the Future” 

work experience programme for Irish undergraduate 

students. Huawei has undertaken to send 10 Irish 

students to spend four weeks in China during the 

summer of 2015. Split equally between Beijing and 

Shenzhen, the programme will allow the students to learn and experience Chinese language and culture and 

also spend two weeks learning about new ICT technologies at Huawei’s headquarters every year. Huawei 

has been present in the Irish market for ten years, having opened its first office in May 2004. Huawei works 

with all major telecom operators in Ireland, and its products and services meet the needs of approximately 

two million people across the country. Read more here.  

 

Legal 
 

CBI member DLA Piper announced that it had advised Guotai Junan International, the sole sponsor and 

sole global coordinator, for Yan Tat Group Holdings Limited on the company’s HK$75 million IPO in Hong 

Kong. Yan Tat Group is an OEM provider of printed circuit boards (PCBs), principally engaged in the 

production of quality PCBs in Shenzhen. Read more here.  

 

CBI member Eversheds announced that it had advised CITIC Securities Corporate Finance (HK) Limited 

and CLSA Limited in connection with the HK$697.5 million initial public offering (IPO) of Q Technology 

(Group) Company Limited, one of the largest camera module manufacturers focusing on the mid-to-high 

end camera module market in mainland China. Read more here. 

 

CBI member Simmons & Simmons announced that it had advised Arthur J. Gallagher, the fourth largest 

insurance brokerage in the world, on its proposed 

establishment of a joint venture insurance brokerage 

firm with China’s Jiang Tai Insurance Brokers. The 

joint venture will operate as Jiang Tai Re, and its 

initial offering in China will focus on reinsurance and 

specialty lines. This will be the first joint venture 

insurance broker launched in the China (Shanghai) 

Pilot Free Trade Zone. The team was led by 

Shanghai-based corporate partner Alan Xu and 

includes supervising associate Simon Zhu, associate 

Chen Feng, and legal executive Zengyan Wang.  

 

http://www.huawei.com/en/
http://pr.huawei.com/en/news/hw-403690-ceo.htm
http://news.dlapiper.com/
http://news.dlapiper.com/Press-releases/DLA-Piper-advises-on-Yan-Tat-Group-Holdings-Limited-IPO-9fd.aspx
http://www.eversheds.com/global/en/index.page
http://press.eversheds.com/Press-releases/Eversheds-advises-on-the-Hong-Kong-IPO-of-a-leading-camera-module-manufacturer-104a.aspx
http://www.simmons-simmons.com/
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Logistics 
 

CBI member DHL announced that DHL Supply Chain (DSC), the world’s largest contract logistics 

provider, will commit a further €113 million in China as its strategy gains traction. This is on the back of the 

€105 million that was committed in 2013, bringing the total committed amount to €218 million. The funds 

will support the expansion of its network across China and, in particular, six additional state-of-the-art 

logistics facilities scheduled for completion by 2020. The confirmed locations are Guangzhou, Hangzhou, 

Wuhan, Shenyang, Shenzhen, and Shanghai Waigaoqiao Free Trade Zone. DSC plans to expand its 

warehouse facilities and transport capacities by 50% in China over the next three years. Read more here.  

 

Media 
 

CBI member BBC announced that the BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra will conclude a hugely 

successful 2014 with a tour of China beginning in 

late December and ending in early January. 

Performing in five cities and presenting a special 

New Year’s Eve concert celebrating music by 

Scottish composers, the tour begins in Guangzhou 

on 30 December and visits Shenzhen on New 

Year’s Eve, as well as Tianjin (02 January), Beijing 

(03 January), and Shanghai (04 January). Conductor 

Martyn Brabbins and the acclaimed young Russian 

pianist Denis Kozhukhin join the orchestra, 

performing works by Beethoven, Rachmaninov, Britten, and Mendelssohn. Audiences in Shenzhen will also 

be treated to a special late night concert on Hogmanay that will usher in 2015 to the sounds of Hamish 

MacCunn, Gordon Cree, and Edward McGuire as well as Peter Maxwell-Davies’ Farewell to Stromness, 

Arnold’s Four Scottish Dances, Mendelssohn’s ‘Scottish’ Symphony, Highland Cathedral and some 

traditional eightsome reels. All the performances on the tour will be recorded for future broadcast on BBC 

Radio 3. This tour of China will be the third in the orchestra’s history, following its ground-breaking visit in 

2000 and its return in May 2008, and the orchestra’s highly successful tour of India in April this year 

playing to audiences in Mumbai, Delhi, and Chennai. Read more here.  

 

Mining 
 

CBI member BHP Billiton celebrated the shipment of its one billionth tonne of iron ore to China with 

customers, industrial associations, joint venture partners, suppliers, and 

employees in Shanghai. Revealing the commemorative plaque to mark 

the milestone, BHP Billiton Chief Executive Officer, Andrew Mackenzie 

said, “China is of immense importance to BHP Billiton and to Australia. 

We always strive to develop closer ties with China and contribute to its 

development by providing long-term, reliable, and high-quality products 

http://www.dhl.com/en.html
http://www.dhl.com/en/press/releases/releases_2014/logistics/dhl_supply_chain_commits_EUR_218m_to_develop_logistics_infrastructure_in_china.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/aboutthebbc/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/mediacentre/latestnews/2014/bbcsso-china-tour
http://www.bhpbilliton.com/home/Pages/default.aspx
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at a transparent market price. BHP Billiton is very proud of the role it has helped play in China’s remarkable 

economic and urban growth through the trade in iron ore and other commodities. The rate of this growth, 

and the demand for iron ore, has been unprecedented. It took nearly 30 years for BHP Billiton to ship 100 

million tonnes of iron ore to China and then only 12 more years to reach the one billion tonne milestone.” 

BHP Billiton’s iron ore journey with China started more than 40 years ago with the first shipment of iron ore 

from Port Hedland to China in 1973. Read more here.  

 

Power 
 

CBI member ABB, the Guiyang Municipal Government, and the Guiyang Free Trade Zone signed a 

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) on Strategic 

Cooperation to explore in-depth cooperation in areas 

such as energy, industry, transportation, and 

infrastructure. With the opportunities brought in recent 

years by China’s Go West strategy as well as its own 

resources and ecology, Guizhou Province has 

experienced strong economic development. As the 

capital of Guizhou, Guiyang is an important hub of 

transportation and communication, an industrial base, 

and a commercial centre in southwest China. Taking 

the development of high-speed rail as an example, the 

Guiyang-Guangzhou, Changsha-Guiyang, Guiyang-Kunming, and Chengdu-Guiyang high-speed railway 

lines will all be gradually completed in the coming years, helping to create southwest China’s “one-hour 

economic circle” with Guiyang as the centre. According to the MOU, ABB will use its advanced power and 

automation products and solutions to support Guiyang’s sustainable development. ABB has green and 

efficient technologies in three major areas—smart grid and city, smart manufacturing and production, and 

smart home and building—that can help customers from utility, industry, transportation, and infrastructure 

to reduce energy consumption, improve productivity and product quality, and lower environmental impact, 

thus achieving industrial upgrading. Read more here.  

 

Professional services 
 

CBI member EY announced the 14 EY Entrepreneur of the Year 2014 China (EOY 2014 China) winners. 

Launched in 2006, the EOY China awards honour bold entrepreneurs in mainland China, Hong Kong, and 

Macau who have successfully captured market opportunities through exceptional vision and insight and 

recognise the benefits that entrepreneurs and their entrepreneurial spirit bring to the Greater China economy. 

The country winners of EOY 2014 China will represent mainland China and the Hong Kong/Macau regions 

to compete for the World Entrepreneur of the Year award in 2015. This year’s winners were drawn from a 

diverse background, ranging from emerging industries, real estate, life sciences, culture and technology, 

consumer products, industrial products, to services. Read more here.  

 

CBI member KPMG announced record-high aggregated network revenues of US$24.82 billion for the 

http://www.bhpbilliton.com/home/investors/news/Pages/Articles/BHP-Billiton-Ships-One-Billion-Tonnes-of-Iron-Ore-to-China.aspx
http://new.abb.com/cn
http://www.abb.com.cn/cawp/seitp202/F0BFB4568CA309BFC1257DAA0007A5F0.aspx
http://www.ey.com/CN/en/Home
http://www.ey.com/CN/en/Newsroom/News-releases/News-EY-leading-the-future-with-vision-and-insight
http://www.kpmg.com/CN/en/Pages/default.aspx
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fiscal year ending on 30 September 2014, reporting 7.3% annual growth in revenues in China. Read more 

here.  

 

CBI member PwC announced the opening of its Shenyang office, making the city the latest destination for 

its global network. PwC has the clear goal of tapping Shenyang to accelerate the expansion of its business 

operations in Northeast China. In addition, PwC and the Shenyang Municipal Financing Office signed a 

Strategic Co-operation Framework Agreement, which aims to help extend Shenyang’s opening up to the 

outside world, to push forward further reforms of state-owned enterprises, and to encourage privately-owned 

enterprises to step onto the global stage and further promote cooperation with international companies, for 

resource sharing and their mutual development. Read more here.  

 

CBI member Turner & Townsend has expanded its workforce by over a third (35%) across its six Chinese 

offices during the past year. The firm has operated in China since 1996 and continues to post strong growth. 

This year alone the firm is set to grow its business by 17%. Turner & Townsend’s offices across China are 

currently leading major projects for a range of global companies, such as Infiniti, Jaguar Land Rover, and 

Mercedes. At present, the firm is engaged in projects across the property and infrastructure sectors and in 

more than 75 locations across China, providing a range of expert services in programme and project 

management, cost management, strategic procurement advice, risk and programming. Read more here.  

 

Real estate 
 

CBI member CBRE announced that it is establishing a joint venture with three partners, including Shanghai 

Tower Construction and Development Company, the Shanghai Lujiazui Property Management Company, 

and Shanghai Tower Real Estate Management Company Limited, for the purpose of providing property 

management services for the new Shanghai Tower. The new company is called Shanghai Tower CBRE 

Property Management Company Limited.  Shanghai Tower is located at the centre of the Lujiazui Financial 

Development Zone in the Pudong section of Shanghai. Construction of the building, which has a height of 

632 metres, is expected to be completed by the end of 2014. The property is also scheduled to be fully 

operational by mid-2015. Boasting 576,000 square metres of gross floor area, the iconic mixed-use 

development is set to become one of the most famous buildings in China and across the world. Shanghai 

Tower has been designed and built to meet international green standards with the intention that the building 

will likewise be managed in accordance with those standards. Read more here.  

 

Retail 
 

CBI member Marks & Spencer (M&S) released a half year update for its Plan A 2020, reporting that the 

Marks & Spencer Clothes Exchange, known as Shwopping in the U.K., had been launched in M&S’s 20 

stores in the Czech Republic and 17 stores in Hong Kong. Customers can now donate used or unwanted 

items of clothing every time they shop at an M&S store in Hong Kong and the Czech Republic. M&S 

collects the clothes and distributes them to a local charity for recycling, re-use, or re-sale. A successful 

three-month trial earlier this year saw 35,000 garments donated. Read more here.  

 

http://www.kpmg.com/CN/en/PressRoom/PressReleases/Pages/press-20141210-KPMG-delivers-strong-growth-and-record-revenues-for-FY14.aspx
http://www.pwccn.com/home/eng/index.html
http://www.pwccn.com/home/eng/pr_081214.html
http://www.turnerandtownsend.com/default.aspx
http://www.turnerandtownsend.com/44/_23546.html
http://www.cbre.com/EN/Pages/Home.aspx
http://www.cbre.com/EN/aboutus/MediaCentre/2014/Pages/Shanghai-Tower-Property-Management.aspx
http://corporate.marksandspencer.com/
http://www.marksandspencer.com/s/plan-a-shwopping
http://corporate.marksandspencer.com/media/press-releases/2014/plan-a-2020-half-year-update
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For inputs or comments, please contact our Beijing office:  

 

Guy Dru Drury (Chief Representative): Guy.DruDrury@cbi.org.uk  

 

Ben Cooper (Policy Analyst): Ben.Cooper@cbi.org.uk   
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