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China’s opening of Parliament, known as the ‘Two Sessions’ meeting or the Liang Hui, has been 
confirmed as taking place in Beijing from 22nd May.  
 
Originally scheduled to start on 5th March, the meeting was postponed due to Covid-19. This year’s 
Liang Hui has been particularly anticipated, as it is widely considered a key marker in China getting 
back to normal, following the restrictions implemented to contain the spread of Coronavirus.  
 
The ‘Two Sessions’ refers to the meeting of the National People’s Congress and the Chinese 
People’s Political Consultative Conference, the top political advisory body to the People’s Republic of 
China Government.  
 
The plenum of the NPC, whose 2,980 members convene only once per year, elects and confirms 
major government positions, including the Premier (currently Li Keqiang). It is the only body with the 
authority to pass and change laws in China. In tandem, The CPPCC, which consists of another 2,500 
or so members, meets to link China’s main civil, professional and cultural associations to the NPC, 
with the function of providing inputs and feedback on major policy initiatives.  
 
This year’s Liang Hui will most likely look to address the following policy areas: 
 

• COVID-19 recovery plans and stimulus for a stalled Chinese economy 

• With growing unemployment, programs for maintaining social cohesion 

• Adjustment of economic models to accommodate the free-fall of demand from international 
markets 

• Responding to the deterioration of bilateral relations with the United States, and the new 
realities of Sino-European relations 

 
These additions are competing and overlaying the Party and Government’s incumbent agenda related 
to: 
 

• Further opening up of the economy and greater market access 

• Completion of the 13th Five Year Plan by the end of the year 

• Guidance and the planning cycle for the 14th Five Year Plan 

• Maintaining the momentum of the Belt and Road Initiative 
 
Despite a crowded agenda, analysts anticipate a shorter meeting than usual. The Liang Hui usually 
runs for two weeks; however, it is expected that this year’s meeting will be crammed into one.  


