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This document stands as a DAILY UPDATE to the Coronavirus situation in China.  
To read the full CBI response to the virus, please follow this link. 
 
 

Beijing 14-Day Quarantine Notice  
 

- The Municipal Government has issued a notice stating that all those returning to Beijing must undergo 
14 Days Self-Quarantine at Home 
 

- This notice has subsequently been updated to state that foreigners who entered China via the two 
international airports in Beijing, and who were not in China in the past 14 days, do not need to 
undertake the 14 Days Self-Quarantine at Home Observation Period 

 
 
News Update: 
 

• US warned to prepare for coronavirus pandemic as Europe locks down spread – Reuters 

• China charters flights to get people back to work – Financial Times   

• China fall in virus undermined by questionable data – Financial Times  
 
 

Month in Review: 
 
As businesses on-the-ground in China enter their fifth week of contending with a mixture of home working, 
partial or suspended operations, in response to the Covid-19 virus, some trends documenting how the virus is 
impacting British business in China have emerged.  
 
According to a survey conducted by the CBI’s partner organisation in Beijing, the British Chamber of 
Commerce, 25% of British businesses in China still consider it too early to estimate the impact the coronavirus 
outbreak will have on their company’s revenue in China for 2020; while a greater 27% report that they expect 
revenue to decrease as a result. This shouldn’t come as much surprise, considering that roughly half of the 
British businesses that answered the survey replied that their business incorporates Hubei or Wuhan into their 
supply chain or customer base in some meaningful way.  
 
Decreased demand for products and services; global travel disruptions; and uncertainty and inability to make 
business and investment decisions rank as the top three issues facing British business as a result of the virus. 
Moreover, when the data from this latest survey is compared with that drawn from member companies a few 
weeks ago, the number of members reporting this issue as a percentage has increased quite substantially. 
Global travel disruption, for example, grew from affecting 38% of members two weeks ago, to 58% today.  
 
Sectors recording particularly acute affects as a result of the virus include the built environment, education and 
retail sectors. 91% of British retailers that responded to the inquiry reported a drop-in consumer demand, while 
education providers and architecture and design companies stated that they were particularly struggling with 
uncertainty (56% and 75% respectively) as schools and construction sites across China remain closed with no 
detailed timeline for reopening.  
 
Businesses also expressed increased pessimism with regard to when operations and the situation might return 
to normal in this week’s survey. Whereas previously 23% of respondents suggested end of February as a 
return date and 31% end of March, this has now firmly shifted to the end of March, with 41% of respondents 
looking to the end of next month as the start of the return to normality. Companies headquartered in Beijing are 
the most optimistic that operations will return to normal by end of March at 51%, compared with 44% in 
Shanghai, 25% in Chengdu and 17% in Guangzhou and Shenzhen combined. However, as it stands, 55% of 
British offices in China remain closed.  

 
Among companies operating manufacturing facilities in the Chinese mainland, 73% have remained open 
despite the outbreak and are operating at 67% capacity on average. By contrast, if a company has closed 
factories and other processing sites, they have on average closed 88% of these spaces. MNCs' facilities are 
more likely to be operational (83%), but 60% of SMEs also continue to manufacture goods in some capacity.  

https://www.cbi.org.uk/articles/coronavirus-a-need-to-know-for-business/
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-china-health/u-s-warned-to-prepare-for-coronavirus-pandemic-as-europe-lockdowns-spread-idUKKCN20K062
https://www.ft.com/content/b7abf464-5791-11ea-a528-dd0f971febbc
https://www.ft.com/content/d3d41c7c-56db-11ea-a528-dd0f971febbc


 
 
 
 

CBI / CBBC Member Survey: 
 
Members are invited to participate in the following survey that the CBI is running in partnership with the     
China-Britain Business Council to further account for the impact the coronavirus is having on British business in 
China. To complete the questionnaire, please follow the link.  
 
 

Member Q&A:  
 
A number of members have contacted the CBI Beijing Office with questions regarding the virus’s containment 
and the outlook for the economy and supply chains. We have tried to compile and answer these questions to 
the best of our ability at this time. If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 
Q.) Does the virus appear any closer to being contained?  
A.)  It remains too early to tell. While the number of new cases in China continues to decline day by day 

there is no way of telling whether there will be another sudden outbreak.  
 
Q.)  What is the forecast for GDP growth and containment? 
A.) Three weeks on from publishing the view that there was a 25% probability that the virus would be 

contained by the end of February, resulting in a revised GDP growth figure for China of 5.7%, and a 
50% probability that the virus would be contained by the end of March, to the tune of GDP growth at 
5.4%, our forecast remains unchanged. It remains too early to tell.  

 
Q.) What support can the British Embassy, CBI, CBBC and British Chamber provide to business?  
A.)  The CBI Beijing Team remain on the ground in Beijing working remotely to support members. This is 

also the case for our partner organisations, the CBBC and British Chamber. The Department for 
International Trade has reduced staff numbers on the ground in China, and they started working 
remotely to support British business enquiries as of 17th February. A cross-government strategy group 
has been assembled in London to provide wider support, high-level support.  

 
Q.) My business is struggling to make contact with our Chinese partner. What can we do? 
A.)  Many restrictions remain in place limiting the movement of people and business operations. In the 

event that your business is struggling to reach its Chinese partner, the CBI, and partner organisation, 
the China-Britain Business Council, are able to use local networks to try to make contact on your 
behalf. Please contact joseph.cash@cbi.org.uk with any enquiries.  

 
 

Statistics: 
 
While the growth of new confirmed cases continues, the isolation of Hubei cities appears to be helping to 
reduce national acceleration of the virus for now, with many still remaining in their homes. 
 

• The novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV) is affecting 42 countries and territories around the world 

• Total number of active global cases stand at 48,000 of which 18% (c.8,000) are considered to be in 
critical condition 

• Out of the total number of closed cases 92% have recovered or were discharged 

 
 
Practical Support: 
 
Flights & Accessibility (UK - China) 
  
Some commercial airlines are still operating; it may become harder to access departure options over the 
coming weeks. 
 
As of February 7, the following direct commercial flights from China to the UK were still operating, 
though some have announced imminent suspensions. 
 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MFYBM96
mailto:joseph.cash@cbi.org.uk


 
 
 
 
Operational Flights to and from China – Updated 13 February (FCO) 
  
British Airways issued their latest update on 24 February, stating all BA flights to and from Beijing and 
Shanghai have been cancelled until April 17th. Flights to and from Hong Kong remain unaffected. 

 

 
Business Headlines: 
 
Automobile: Chinese car manufacturers struggle with disruption – Financial Times  
 
Food & Beverages: China’s farmers worried as COVID-19 stifles domestic agriculture – SixthTone  
 
Pharmaceuticals: Top ibuprofen maker rallies as China lock down disrupts supply – Bloomberg  
 
Retail: Tesco completes China exit with £257 million stake sale – Reuters  
 
Retail: China’s appetite for luxury was waning even before the virus hit – Bloomberg  
 

 
Additional Resources:  
 

- How can business respond to the Novel Coronavirus (Covid-19)? – Burges Salmon 
- Coronavirus outbreak – what are the implications? – free webinar – Economics Intelligence Unit  
- Coronavirus Global Cases Map – Johns Hopkins University CSSE  
- Coronavirus: Tools for working from home – China-Britain Business Council  
- Coronavirus Latest – Caixin Global  

 

 

 
 
 

http://mp.weixin.qq.com/s?__biz=MjM5MjY1NzM0Mw==&mid=2649996623&idx=2&sn=03614af8bf9971740b0906b1f285f0e2&chksm=bea5e79f89d26e8958eb192b5d62df5eae18bc24e5a76659c94ba0eb7284a26000ff0f540f8d&mpshare=1&scene=1&srcid=&sharer_sharetime=1581601133585&sharer_shareid=f37aaa54c3aa01e970315ca3b64a9cf2&key=8f4c040c4fe603ebc835f8e0de0e972bd38b1ebbce30b6325b99504dcdc6014a2ee6bb5d1e79a301a3732c7527b4572e6e3eb8901c68c2de5fe164bea4e10f28c80c9c7ac53d196656292b1e49a9e88c&ascene=1&uin=MjE1MjM1&devicetype=Windows+10&version=62080079&lang=zh_CN&exportkey=AaqOcaQ5nr3g7OVVuQoS4E0%3D&pass_ticket=4aPmwznhEQDlYVLHq1Yg0s%2BtMOttWZYHgxpaHF8l%2BUM%3D
http://www.britishairways.com/travel/flightops/public/en_cn?p_faqid=7982&from=groupmessage&isappinstalled=0
https://www.ft.com/content/b5392370-53b6-11ea-8841-482eed0038b1
http://www.sixthtone.com/news/1005234/chinas-farmers-worried-as-covid-19-stifles-domestic-agriculture
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-02-25/top-ibuprofen-maker-rallies-as-china-lockdown-disrupts-supply
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-tesco-china/tesco-completes-china-exit-with-275-million-pound-stake-sale-idUKKCN20J0TC
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-02-25/china-s-appetite-for-luxury-was-waning-even-before-the-virus-hit
https://www.burges-salmon.com/news-and-insight/legal-updates/international/how-can-business-respond-to-the-novel-coronavirus-covid-19/
https://economist.zoom.us/rec/play/65ErIrj9qTM3GtaX4QSDA6B4W9W-f62sg3IZ_fQEyEywUnIKZleiYuYaNrT87pIeRN-VOxRimaR6gyyw?continueMode=true
https://gisanddata.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/bda7594740fd40299423467b48e9ecf6
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/Q5qC5cruRUm_JGaTuXKAsw
https://www.caixinglobal.com/2020-02-12/coronavirus-latest-since-feb-1-confirmed-cases-14380-in-china-canada-starts-limited-evacuation-but-no-travel-ban-101510591.html

