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This document stands as a REGULAR UPDATE to the Coronavirus situation in China.  
To read the full CBI response to the virus, please follow this link. 
 
 

News Update: 
 

• Hubei relaxes restrictions as China’s new coronavirus infections double – Reuters  

• China health commission says virus transmission risks remain – Reuters  

• Debate heats up over post-virus consumption stimulus – Caixin  

• Premier orders honest reporting of corona cases – Caixin  

 
 
CBI Coronavirus hub goes live: 
 
A new CBI coronavirus hub has been launched to help businesses globally deal with the ramifications of 
coronavirus. The CBI Beijing Office will continue to produce China-specific content and distribute it through 
our China Direct platform, while insights on how to manage COVID-19 from the CBI London and other 
international offices can be found by following this link.  

 
 
Beijing / Shanghai / Xi’an / Guangdong Province 14-Day Quarantine Notice:  
 

 

- Beijing Municipal Government has announced that, as of Monday 16 March, all people arriving into 
Beijing from overseas (including those without symptoms of coronavirus) must undertake 14 days of 
centralised observation (quarantine) at places designated by the Beijing authorities. Those undergoing 
observation in Beijing will be asked to cover the fees for their period of quarantine.  

 
o International flights to Beijing are now being directed away from the capital to airports in 

Tianjin, Taiyuan and Hohhot. Upon disembarking and being tested for COVID-19 in these 
locations, those without symptoms will be re-boarded to the same plane and flown to Beijing, 
where they will enter centralised quarantine as normal. 

 
- Shaanxi Provincial Government has also announced that all people arriving into Xi’an XianYang 

International Airport must undertake 14 days of centralised quarantine. This will also affect those 
transiting to other destinations.  

 
- Local authorities in Shanghai and Guangdong Province have announced 14 days of mandatory self-

quarantine for people who have visited or transited Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Germany, Italy, Iran, 
Japan, Norway, Republic of Korea, Spain, Sweden, the UK and the United States of America over the 
preceding days before arriving in China. 

 

 
National Immigration Administration Update on Visas: 
 
 

- China’s National Immigration Administration has announced that the bureau has introduced special 
measures to facilitate foreigners’ stay in China as well as their arrivals and departures amid the 
COVID-19 outbreak 
 

- With no need of a separate application, foreigners in China will have their stay or residence permits 
extended automatically for 2 months during the epidemic  
 

- Visa holders may still want to check with their local police station whether they need to visit the Entry / 
Exit Bureau to receive an updated residency slip / permit if their visa is nearing its expiry date and they 
consider it safe to do so  

 

https://www.cbi.org.uk/articles/coronavirus-a-need-to-know-for-business/
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-health-coronavirus-china-toll/hubei-relaxes-restrictions-as-chinas-new-coronavirus-infections-double-idUKKBN21B027
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-health-coronavirus-china-transmission/china-health-commission-says-virus-transmission-risks-remain-idUKKBN21B0T6
https://www.caixinglobal.com/2020-03-24/debate-heats-up-over-post-virus-consumption-stimulus-101533406.html
https://www.caixinglobal.com/2020-03-24/premier-orders-honest-reporting-of-coronavirus-cases-101533334.html
https://cbi.typepad.com/china_direct/
https://www.cbi.org.uk/coronavirus


 
 

 
 
Statistics: 
 

• The novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV) is affecting 192 countries and territories around the world 

• Total number of active global cases stand at 225,000 of which 5% (c.10,000) are considered to be in 
critical condition 

• Out of the total number of closed cases 87% have recovered or were discharged 
 
 

 
*UPDATE* Practical Support: 
 
Flights & Accessibility (UK - China) 
  
The following airlines continue to fly between the UK and China (with / without transfer): 
 

• Aeroflot  

• Air China 

• China Eastern  

• China Southern 
  
British Airways issued their latest update on 24 February, stating all BA flights to and from Beijing and 
Shanghai have been cancelled until April 17th. Flights to and from Hong Kong remain unaffected. 
 

 
Business News Update: 
 
 
Construction: The blood, sweat and fears behind Wuhan’s pop-up hospital – Sixth Tone  
 
Employment: China leans on companies to keep unemployment from soaring – Bloomberg  
 
Financial Services: China’s central bank in talks to cut rate banks pay to savers – Financial Times  
 
Food & Beverages: China meat market offers preview for rest of the world – Caixin  
 
Real Estate: China property sector shows signs of deterioration – Financial Times  
 
Telecommunications: China’s mobile carriers double down on 5G – Caixin  
 
 
 

*UPDATE* Additional Resources: 
 

- OECD – Coronavirus Hub  
- Eversheds Sutherland Coronavirus Hub  

 

http://www.britishairways.com/travel/flightops/public/en_cn?p_faqid=7982&from=groupmessage&isappinstalled=0
http://www.sixthtone.com/news/1005356/the-blood%2C-sweat%2C-and-fears-behind-wuhans-pop-up-hospital
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-03-24/china-leans-on-companies-to-keep-unemployment-from-soaring
https://www.ft.com/content/3e5e4348-6de2-11ea-89df-41bea055720b
https://www.caixinglobal.com/2020-03-25/china-meat-markets-offer-preview-for-rest-of-world-cargill-says-101533495.html
https://www.ft.com/content/2fb8a37a-6d7d-11ea-89df-41bea055720b
https://www.caixinglobal.com/2020-03-24/chinas-mobile-carriers-double-down-on-5g-101533420.html
http://www.oecd.org/coronavirus
https://www.eversheds-sutherland.com/global/en/what/publications/coronavirus.page

