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Thales SAIC Transportation System deploys signalling solution for 
Nanjing airport rail link  

 

Berlin, 18 September 2012 – Thales SAIC Transportation System limited company 
has been awarded a €33 million (270 million RMB) signalling contract for the Nanjing 
airport rail link to supply its state-of-art SelTrac® CBTC signaling system along the 
35.8 km line within a strict and demanding deadline of 22 months to be ready for the 
next Youth Olympic Games. 
 
This high-tech proven solution will allow the Airport Line to perform safely and reliably 
to ensure optimal performance for Nanjing’s growing passenger service and transport 
demand. The line also has a potential future extension creating a 57.3 km long line. 
 
Nanjing city will be the host of the 2014 Youth Olympic Games. The city has planned 
the opening of 4 new lines before these games, adding to the existing 2 lines. Due to 
these ambitions, there is a need for an advanced technology solution with proven 
maturity. Thales has already proved its success in the Chinese Urban Rail market, by 
signalling the Shanghai, Beijing, Wuhan, Guangzhou and Hong-Kong Metro with its 
SelTrac® CBTC system. This is a landmark contract for Thales SAIC as it marks the 
beginning of its collaboration with Nanjing Metro.   
 
Thales’ CBTC system has been proven on 53 projects to date and operates on over 
1,200 km of track in major urban centres around the world, carrying an estimated 3 
billion passengers annually. 
 
Having already benefited from six years of collaboration between the partners – 
Thales SEC and SAIC - and a key technological input from Thales, the company is 
ideally positioned to design, test and deploy the Thales SelTrac Communication 
Based Train Control solution (CBTC) in China. 
 
Note to Editors 
In November of last year the joint venture between Thales, the Shanghai Electric (Group) Corporation 
and Shanghai Automation Instrumentation Co (SAIC) was announced. Thales, a world leader in 
transportation systems joined forces with SEC, a major stakeholder in the Chinese economic world 
and its subsidiary SAIC, which has been largely involved in the signalling design and deployment of 
metro lines in China. 
 
About Thales 
Thales is a global technology leader for the Defence & Security and the Aerospace & Transportation 
markets. In 2011, the company generated revenues of €13 billion with 67,000 employees in 56 
countries. With its 22,500 engineers and researchers, Thales has a unique capability to design, 
develop and deploy equipment, systems and services that meet the most complex security 
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requirements. Thales has an exceptional international footprint, with operations around the world 
working with customers as local partners.  
www.thalesgroup.com 
 
About SEC 
Shanghai Electric (Group) Corporation is one of the largest diversified equipment manufacturing 
groups registered in Shanghai,China. The main business covers High-efficiency clean energy, New 
energy & Environmental protection, Industrial equipment and Industry service. The dominant products 
cover 1000MW class ultra supercritical fossil-fired units, 1000MW class nuclear power units, 3.6MW 
offshore wind turbines (ultra）high voltage transmission and distribution equipments, elevators, 
machine tools, refrigeration compressors, printing and packaging machinery, automation equipment, 
etc. In 2011, the Group has realized sales revenues over 90 billion RMB. 
 
 
About SAIC 
Shanghai Automation Instrumentation Co. is one of the largest instrumentation manufacturing base in 
China. Now it has formed four business segments of control system, instrumentation, actuator and 
service and become China's listed company characterized in the largest scale of equipment 
manufacturing and the strongest capability of system integration. SAIC has rich expertise in the field of 
thermal power, nuclear power, rail transport.  
www.saic.sh.cn 
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