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British Irish Visa Scheme (BIVS)  
On Oct. 31, British Ambassador to China Sir Sebastian Wood and 
Irish Ambassador Paul Kavanagh officially launched the British-
Irish Visa Scheme in China. Under the scheme, Chinese visitors 
to Ireland can use their valid Irish short stay visa for onward entry 
to the UK, or their UK visitor visa for travel to Ireland. Both 
Ambassadors along with representatives of visa sections - 
Catherine Smith, Head of Visa Section Irish Embassy; Lee 
Edwards, Head of Business & Growth Network UKVI British 

Embassy - introduced the scheme and answered questions from the media. Further information can 
be found here.  
 

Select Business Scheme UK 
To build on the success of the Select Business Scheme (SBS) 
China, UK Visas & Immigration announced a new scheme which 
simplifies the process of inviting colleagues from Chinese 
companies to the UK.  The ‘Select Business Scheme UK’, which 
was announced at The China Outbound Conference 2014 in front 
of over 200 Chinese investors and entrepreneurs, is available to 
members of the China-Britain Business Council (CBBC) and the 
British Chamber of Commerce in China. It is also offered to 
members of the Confederation of British Industry (CBI) and 
companies referred by UK Trade & Investment (UKTI). The process of applying for a visa will be 
even easier, with representatives of Chinese businesses under the scheme submitting fewer 
documents. 
 

Destination Britain 
UKVI supported Visit Britain’s largest annual sales mission, held in 
GuangZhou and Hong Kong from 24

th
 Nov to 28

th
 Nov. The series of 

events saw 48 UK suppliers (a 1/3 of them new to the event) and 130+ 
Chinese and Hong Kong buyers take part in a series of events including 
workshops, Gala dinners and media events. The events were an 
opportunity for UKVI to share recent developments but also to gather 
feedback on the service offered in China. 

Official Immigration Statistics 

Home Office’s Immigration Statistics July-September 2014 release, published 27 November, 
provides the latest figures on those subject to immigration control. 
 

The latest immigration statistics were recently published for year ending September 2014.  China 
has seen strong growth in visitor visas granted in China (+13%), as well as growth in the student 
market (Tier 4 +4%) and employment (+17%).  The grant rate remains high with 96% of all 
decisions in the year ending September 2014 being issued. The full summary is available here.  

 

Super Priority 24 hour Visa Service (SPV) 

In our last update, we reported on the launch of our new Super Priority 
service, introduced August 11

th
.  The service, which complements the 3-

5 day priority visa service, allows customers to apply in the morning and 
receive their decision the following day.  An animated Chinese language 
video was produced to launch the service.  This service is proving popular 
with our customers and in the first month alone, we received over 100 
applications with the majority being made by tourists. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/british-irish-visa-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/immigration-statistics-july-to-september-2014/immigration-statistics-july-to-september-2014
http://v.youku.com/v_show/id_XNzQ1OTA5NTk2.html

