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British Ambassador to China visits Chengdu 

Following the U.K. Chancellor of the Exchequer’s visit in September, Barbara Woodward paid her first solo 

visit to Chengdu as British Ambassador to China on 19-20 November. 

During her visit, Ambassador Woodward met the Executive Vice 

Governor of Sichuan province, Wang Ning, and the Mayor of Chengdu, 

Tang Liangzhi, and exchanged views on the U.K.-Sichuan/Chengdu 

bilateral relationships. In her meetings, the Ambassador highlighted 

President Xi’s successful state visit to the U.K. in October. She also 

discussed the Chancellor’s visit to Chengdu in September in which he 

introduced the Northern Powerhouse. In addition, the Ambassador visited the University of Electronic 

Science and Technology of China and delivered a speech on the U.K.-China Golden Age: Joint Efforts to a 

Green and Low Carbon Future to hundreds of students to highlight the U.K.’s and China’s cooperation on 

clean energy, smart cities, and other areas of low carbon development. She also visited the Gerontology 
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Department and the Tele-health Department of West China Hospital, the second-largest hospital in China. 

She promised to invite more of the U.K.’s healthcare organisations to Go West and to expand cooperation 

with West China Hospital and across Sichuan in developing new hospitals, in delivering education and 

training, and in informatics, telemedicine, and elderly care. The Ambassador also participated in an 

Empowering Women: Growing Your Career Talk at Fangsuo Bookstore to share her personal experiences 

with female university students on her own growth and career development. There are now more than 94 

U.K. companies registered and doing business in Chengdu and Sichuan—nine of the 94 are in the world’s 

top 500 companies—in sectors ranging from financial and professional services, aerospace, engineering, 

construction, and manufacturing. (November) Read more here.  

 

CBBC holds third annual China Outbound Conference in Beijing 

On 03 November 2015, the China-Britain Business Council (CBBC) held its third annual China Outbound 

Conference in Beijing, where 100 new U.K. investment 

opportunities were presented to a large audience of high-

level Chinese investors. 200 British business leaders and 

local government heads from around the U.K. travelled to 

Beijing to meet 200 investors. The conference drew leaders 

of the CBBC, U.K. Trade and Investment (UKTI), the Silk 

Road Fund, the China International Contractors Association, 

the National Development and Reform Commission, and 

outbound private enterprises. Delegations from Sheffield, 

Birmingham, Liverpool, Nottingham, Northern Ireland, 

Wales, Jersey, and the Isle of Man travelled to Beijing to present investors with local opportunities in their 

U.K. region and to discuss next moves. CBBC arranged one-to-one matchmaking meetings between British 

delegates and suitable investment partners. (November) Read more here.  

 

CBBC joins Alibaba’s party on Singles’ Day 

The China-Britain Business Council (CBBC) attended Alibaba’s Singles’ Day party at its headquarters in 

Hangzhou on 11 November to celebrate the world’s largest online 

sales promotion. CBBC has built up a strong relationship with 

Alibaba since signing a three-year strategic agreement last year to 

help British sellers on its multiple platforms. The two organisations 

hold quarterly roundtables for U.K. companies to discuss intellectual 

property (IP) protection on Tmall, Taobao, and Alibaba’s other sites. 

In addition, a collaborative promotion in August this year saw 20 

British brands participate in an exclusive U.K. flash-sale on 

Alibaba’s group-buying site Juhuasuan. British participants took in a total of RMB 6 million over three days 

and reported increased traffic to their online stores in China. CBBC plans similar cooperation with other 

companies, such as Yangdongxi, which specialises in imported goods. (November) Read more here.  

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/world-location-news/barbara-woodward-visits-chengdu-to-promote-uk-sichuan-collaborations
http://www.britishchamber.cn/content/uk-wide-delegations-seek-investment-beijing-third-china-outbound-conference
http://www.britishchamber.cn/content/cbbc-joins-alibabas-party-singles-day
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CBBC publishes new China Business Handbook 

The China-Britain Business Council (CBBC) published the China Business Handbook 2016 to help guide 

U.K. companies of all sizes and sectors in China. The content draws directly on the experience and expertise 

of more than 20 of the U.K.’s most successful organisations in China, with each contributing sections in 

their specific area of expertise. The handbook covers crucial areas such as exporting to China, e-commerce, 

free trade zones, tax system, custom procedures, marketing, human resources and employment law 

compliance, due diligence, intellectual property, and business disputes. The China Business Handbook 2016 

is open to all to download, without charge, to encourage more companies to engage with China. Readers can 

access the full guide or download one of the 25 plus chapters relevant to their needs. (November) Read more 

here.  

 

CBBC to establish a presence in Fujian province 

The China-Britain Business Council (CBBC) announced the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding 

(MOU) with the China Council for the Promotion of International Trade (Fujian Sub-council) under which 

the CBBC will establish a presence in the Fuzhou Pilot Free Trade Zone in Fujian province. The MOU was 

signed at the CBBC China Outbound Conference in Beijing. CBBC Chief Executive Stephen Phillips said, 

“I’m delighted that CBBC is working with CCPIT Fujian to develop further the trade and investment links 

with Fujian, one of China’s most dynamic coastal provinces. Fujian is central to the Chinese government’s 

economic vision and is a key province for China’s ‘One Belt, One Road’ initiative. CBBC’s new presence in 

Fuzhou in partnership with CCPIT Fujian will give our 1,000 members a vital stepping stone and expand our 

reach into one of China’s four pilot free trade zones.” (November) Read more here.  

 

Celebrating 30th anniversary of EPO-SIPO Cooperation 

The European Union Chamber of Commerce in China (EUCCC) participated in and co-sponsored the 

International Symposium to mark the 30
th

 anniversary of EPO (European Patent Office) – SIPO (State 

Intellectual Property Office) Cooperation that took place in Lyon on 09 October 2015. The EPO and SIPO 

looked back over the last 30 years of joint projects and achievements and confirmed the strong links 

between the respective organisations of the European and Chinese patent systems. They also confirmed their 

commitment to continuing future cooperation. (October) Read more here.  

 

China seeking U.K. partners to deliver football study programme for coaches 

The Federation of University Sports of China (FUSC) and the China School Sports Federation (CSSF) are 

seeking U.K. partners with the capacity to design, deliver, and manage a three-month study programme for a 

total of 180 Chinese coaches from schools and universities in China to visit the U.K. and learn about football 

coaching and management. They expect to work with one or more U.K. partners, with each of them hosting 

small groups from the total of 180 Chinese coaches. (November) Read more here.  

 

 

 

http://www.cbbc.org/news/china-britain-business-council-publishes-new-china/
http://www.britishchamber.cn/content/china-britain-business-council-establish-presence-fujian
http://www.europeanchamber.com.cn/en/national-news/2335/30_years_of_epo_sipo_cooperation_the_european_chamber_participates
http://www.britishchamber.cn/content/call-uk-partners-deliver-3-month-uk-football-study-programme-180-chinese-coaches
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Chinese Embassy in London launches special website for Chinese visitors to U.K. 

 
 

The Chinese Embassy in London launched a special website for Chinese people visiting the U.K. for tourism, 

study, and business. The website provides comprehensive information about British sightseeing, life, study, 

investment, and British traditions and food as well. It also provides information about British customs 

declaration, transportation, healthcare, banking, communication services, accommodations, recreational 

activities, climate, environment, travel, leisure, and how to apply for school and employment as well as for 

visas. (November) Click here to access the website and here for further information in an article by China 

Daily.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.chinesejourney2uk.cn/
http://europe.chinadaily.com.cn/world/2015-11/17/content_22467714.htm
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European Business Organisation Worldwide Network meeting in Beijing 

 
 

The European Union Chamber of Commerce in China (EUCCC) hosted a global meeting of the European 

Business Organisation Worldwide Network (EBOWWN) on 11-13 November. European business 

organisations from 13 countries travelled to Beijing for this bi-annual meeting. Meeting topics focused on 

E.U. Economic Diplomacy, the creation of global working groups and committees, lobbying best practices, 

and membership benchmarking. (November) Read more here.  

 

Grants for U.K.-China Researcher Links workshops 

The British Council is taking applications for grants to run international research workshops for U.K. and 

Chinese researchers as part of Researcher Links, with the deadline having been extended from 23 November 

to 02 December 2015. Researcher Links workshops bring together early-career researchers from the U.K. 

and a partner country to allow them to make international connections that can improve the quality of their 

research. Once funded, grants are available for early-career researchers in the U.K. and the partner country 

to attend. These grants are funded under the U.K.-China Research and Innovation Partnership Fund, 

otherwise known as the Newton Fund in the U.K. The Newton Fund aims to promote the economic 

development and welfare of either the partner countries or, through working with the partner country, to 

address the problems of poor people around the world. (November) Read more here.  

 

Research and Innovation Tour of China concludes in Guangzhou 

As one of the major activities during this celebratory year of the 40
th

 anniversary of E.U.-China diplomatic 

relations, the 2015 Research and Innovation Tour of China concluded its ambitious journey at Guangzhou’s 

Sun Yat-sen University. More than 2,000 Chinese researchers and innovators in 16 cities from 15 provinces 

learned about the opportunities and great benefits of collaboration with Europe. This year’s tour was the 

fourth edition of a campaign to raise awareness about an array of European research and innovation 

opportunities. It demonstrated opportunities for creating win-win solutions offered by European national 

bilateral funding programmes. Moreover, it introduced the multilateral cooperation offered by the E.U. 

Framework Programme Horizon 2020 and, in particular, its new Work Programmes 2016/17 that have just 

been launched and where participation is fully open to the world. The upcoming Co-Funding Mechanism to 

be published by the Ministry of Science and Technology will provide matching funds for China-based 

entitities in successful Horizon 2020 projects. (November) Read more here.  

http://www.europeanchamber.com.cn/en/national-news/2348/european_business_organisation_worldwide_network_ebowwn_meeting_in_beijing
http://www.britishcouncil.cn/en/programmes/education/higher/opportunities/researcherlinks
http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/china/press_corner/all_news/news/2015/20151118_en.htm
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Shakespeare Lives in 2016 programme 

 

 

The British Council and the GREAT Britain campaign announced Shakespeare Lives, a global programme 

celebrating Shakespeare’s work and influence, which will run from January to December 2016. As one of 

the major China-related highlights in the programme, a large-scale digital campaign will be launched in 

China on Twelth Night in January 2016 to support VSO’s fundraising for their work in education. 

(November) Read more here.  

 

Shanghai GREAT Festival of Creativity wins Communications Award 

The British Consulate-General Shanghai, No. 10, and U.K. Trade and Investment (UKTI) won a Public 

Service Communications Award in Coventry. This award recognised the 

success of the GREAT Festival of Creativity that was held in Shanghai in 

March 2015. Led by the Duke of Cambridge, the festival showcased U.K. 

innovation at its very best in sectors such as fashion, luxury retail, health, 

technology, and entertainment, demonstrating the U.K.’s track record in 

bringing competitive advantage through commercial activity, and it is 

estimated that the festival will bring £150 million to the U.K. economy. (November) Read more here.  

 

U.K. and China sign £100 million agreement to export British barley to China 

British barley producers will reap the benefits of a new landmark trade deal which could lead to around 

750,000 tonnes of top quality British grain being exported to Chinese 

breweries over the next five years. The deal was struck as U.K. 

Environment Secretary led a delegation of 80 U.K. food and drink 

businesses to China—the largest ever food and drink trade mission of its 

kind—to turbocharge Britain’s exports to the world’s largest market. Not 

only are the Chinese using British barley to produce beer, they also have 

a growing demand for the U.K.-produced beverage, including Fullers and 

Meantime, with £15 million worth of British beer exported to China last year, up 186% since 2013. Up-and-

http://www.britishcouncil.cn/en/programmes/arts/shakespeare-lives-2016
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/shanghai-great-festival-of-creativity-wins-communications-award
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coming microbreweries, such as St. Peter’s Brewery in Suffolk and Ilkley Brewery in Yorkshire, have also 

recently started exporting to China. Barley, which may also be used for animal feed in China, is the latest in 

a long line of new markets negotiated by the U.K. government, with more than 600 opened since 2010. 

China is now the world’s largest food and drink market. Over £280 million worth of British food and drink 

was exported in 2014, up from £136 million just two years earlier. Food and drink is one of the U.K.’s big 

export success stories, totalling nearly £19 billion in 2014, a rise of £1.2 billion since 2010. These exports 

support an industry that contributes £103 billion to the U.K. economy—more than cars and aerospace 

combined—and employs one in eight people. (November) Read more here.  

 

 

CBI Beijing  

November 2015 

 

 

For inputs or comments, please contact our Beijing office:  

 

Guy Dru Drury (Chief Representative): Guy.DruDrury@cbi.org.uk  

 

Ben Cooper (Policy Analyst): Ben.Cooper@cbi.org.uk   

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-barley-deal-worth-100-million-to-boost-chinese-beer-industry
mailto:Guy.DruDrury@cbi.org.uk
mailto:Ben.Cooper@cbi.org.uk

