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Highlights 

 British Council holds inaugural Education U.K. Alumni Awards for China 

 Duke of Cambridge launches U.K.-China Year of Cultural Exchange 

 Europe-China Eco-Cities Link project launched 

 GREAT Festival of Creativity in Shanghai expected to bring in £150 million to U.K. economy over next 

five years 

 Two smart city initiatives launched in Wuhan 

 U.K. announces plans to join Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank  

 U.K.-China programme to address China’s agricultural challenges 

 UKTI and British Council launch operations in Wuhan 

 

British Council holds inaugural Education U.K. Alumni Awards for China 

The Duke of Cambridge was the guest of honour at the British Council’s inaugural Education U.K. Alumni 

Awards for China, held in Shanghai, where he 

congratulated the finalists on their outstanding 

achievements and thanked all U.K. alumni in 

China for their important contribution to 

strengthening ties between the U.K. and China. 

The British Council’s Education U.K. Alumni 

Awards recognise and honour the achievements 

of U.K. alumni all over the world. Due to the 

large number of Chinese students in the U.K.—

more than 135,000—China was chosen as one 

of the first countries to be included in the event, 

alongside the U.S. and India. In addition to the award presentations, it was officially announced that Zhang 

Xin, CEO of SOHO China, will be the British Council’s U.K. Alumni Ambassador, a role she was invited to 

take on as she embodies all three of the award values, which recognise professional achievement, 

entrepreneurship, and social impact. Ms. Zhang is a U.K. alumni from the University of Cambridge, and she 

has set up a foundation to support Chinese students studying abroad. (March) Read more here. 

http://www.britishcouncil.org/education/ihe/news/duke-cambridge-honours-chinese-uk-alumni
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Duke of Cambridge launches U.K.-China Year of Cultural Exchange 

The Duke of Cambridge launched the first ever U.K.-China Year of Cultural Exchange, which will be a 

showcase of innovative U.K. culture in China and Chinese 

culture in the U.K. In an auspicious ceremony in Beijing, the 

Duke of Cambridge heralded the start of the Year of Cultural 

Exchange by dotting the eye of a sculpture of Aardman 

Animation’s internationally acclaimed character, Shaun the 

Sheep. The chosen sculptures are part of a unique art exhibition 

for the Year of Cultural Exchange, celebrating the U.K.’s 

animation sector and partnerships with China. This initiative, 

by Aardman and Chinese partner UYoung Culture and Media 

Co., will feature 50 Shaun the Sheep sculptures with designs by British and Chinese artists in five cities 

across China. (March) Read more here.  

 

Europe-China Eco-Cities Link project launched 

The Europe-China Eco-Cities Link (EC-Link) project was launched in Beijing. The project is supported by 

the European Commission Directorate General for Development Cooperation and by China’s Ministry of 

Housing and Urban-Rural Development. It has a total budget of €9.3 million, and its implementation will 

last until November 2017. The project has received high-level government endorsement in both Europe and 

China as part of the E.U.-China Partnership on Urbanisation, a broad political initiative promoting the 

development of adequate solutions for sustainable urban development. The technical assistance provided by 

EC-Link assists the Ministry of Housing and Urban-Rural Development in shaping a national ecological and 

low-carbon framework and helps Chinese municipalities with their own ecological, low-carbon urban 

development. EC-Link will support pilot initiatives in 10 selected Chinese cities, developing projects in nine 

key sectors, including compact urban development, clean energy, green buildings, green transportation, solid 

waste management, water management, municipal financing, urban regeneration, and green industry. The 

EC-Link project team is located at the Chinese Society for Urban Studies (CSUS) in Beijing. (March) Read 

more here.  

 

GREAT Festival of Creativity expected to bring in £150 million to U.K. economy 

In total, the GREAT Festival of Creativity in Shanghai is expected to bring in £150 million to the U.K. 

economy over the next five years. Examples of key deals announced during the Festival include:  

 

o A partnership between Birmingham Airport, Hainan Airlines, and Chinese tour operator Caissa 

Touristic will launch a series of 17 return Beijing-Birmingham flights this summer, creating £19 

million for the Birmingham and wider West Midlands economy.  

o Oxford-based Phynova received the first ever market approval for a traditional Chinese medicine 

from the Medicines and Healthcare Products Regulatory Agency, estimated to be worth £15 million 

over five years.  

o China and the U.K. ratified a landmark co-production treaty, which provides new opportunities for 

deeper collaboration and co-operation between both nations’ film industries.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/world-location-news/duke-of-cambridge-launches-the-uk-china-year-of-cultural-exchange
http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/china/press_corner/all_news/news/2015/20150326_en.htm
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o Royal Mail Group announced that it is launching a new shop front on Alibaba’s Tmall Global e-

marketplace, offering British retailers and exporters quick and easy access to the Chinese market 

and direct contact with Chinese customers.  

o Shanghai Asian Brokers Co. Ltd. will be one of the first Chinese insurance brokers to set up in the 

U.K., aiming to create 30 new jobs over three years.  

 

Read more here.  

 

Two smart city initiatives launched in Wuhan 

Two smart city initiatives were launched in Wuhan, funded with support from the China Prosperity Strategic 

Programme Fund (SPF). This SPF funded year-long study set 

out a series of recommendations to support the development of 

smart cities in both China and the U.K. At the same time, a 

new project identifying how these can be implemented in a 

practical way has been launched in Wuhan. The report into 

Smart Green Cities identifies a number of key 

recommendations to be taken up by both the U.K. and Chinese 

governments and their respective cities. Included in these 

recommendations are proposals to look at the development of a 

data sharing platform, which, through new applications, could contribute to greater efficiencies, reduction in 

carbon emissions, and greater satisfaction levels amongst citizens. (March) Read more here.  

 

U.K. announces plans to join Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank  

U.K. Chancellor of the Exchequer George Osborne announced that the U.K. intends to become a prospective 

founding member of the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB). In doing so, the U.K. is the first 

major Western country to seek to join the AIIB. Once fully operational, the AIIB will support access to 

finance for infrastructure projects across Asia, using a variety of support measures—including loans, equity 

investments, and guarantees—to boost investment across a range of sectors, including transportation, energy, 

telecommunications, agriculture, and urban development. This support can complement the work already 

done in the region by existing Multilateral Development Banks such as the World Bank and Asian 

Development Bank. (March) Read more here.  

 

U.K.-China programme to address China’s agricultural challenges 

The largest U.K.-China Agri-Tech workshop under the U.K. Science and Technology Facilities Council 

(STFC) was held in Beijing. It brought together over 100 participants, including leading U.K. and Chinese 

researchers from nearly 50 partner institutions. This STFC-led programme is funded by the U.K.-China 

Research and Innovation Partnership Fund, part of the U.K.’s Newton Fund. It is a £12 million initiative 

over a five-year period to use the U.K.’s expertise in remote sensing, data processing, modelling and 

simulation in the area of agricultural technology (agri-tech) to work with and aid the Chinese farming 

community. (March) Read more here.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/deals-announced-in-shanghai-kick-start-drive-for-150-million-boost-for-uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/world-location-news/uk-cities-pioneering-smart-cities-evolution-in-china
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-announces-plans-to-join-asian-infrastructure-investment-bank
https://www.gov.uk/government/world-location-news/uk-china-programme-to-address-chinas-agricultural-challenges
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UKTI and British Council launch operations in Wuhan 

Barbara Woodward CMG OBE, British Ambassador to China, Shao Weimin, Vice Mayor of Wuhan, Sir 

Richard Leese, Leader of the Manchester City Council, and 

Nick Whittingham, British Consul-General in Wuhan, cut a 

ribbon to launch construction of the new British Consulate-

General in Wuhan. Located in Corporate Centre 5 of Wuhan 

Tiandi, the new British Consulate will open to the public later 

this summer. It is the fourth British Consulate in China. In 

addition to the British Embassy China in Beijing, the U.K. also 

has Consulates in Shanghai, Guangzhou, and Chongqing. The 

opening of the new Consulate will further enhance the U.K.’s 

links with central China. Nick Whittingham also announced the 

launch of operations of U.K. Trade and Investment (UKTI) and the British Council in Wuhan. The two 

teams began working in Wuhan in March and will further explore and enhance the relations between the 

U.K. and Wuhan in areas of trade and investment, arts, culture, and education. The Consulate-General in 

Wuhan, as well as other U.K. government departments and partners, also organised the U.K. Week in 

Wuhan, which comprised a series of events in the areas of business, tourism, education, and culture in one of 

the most dynamic cities in China. (March) Read more here.  
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