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Applications now open for 2016 British Business Awards  

 

The British Business Awards are a unique showcase for outstanding U.K. companies in China. Organised by 

the British Chamber of Commerce in Shanghai, the Awards recognise and promote excellence in innovation, 

enterprise, and endeavour in the British and Chinese business communities. Consisting of eight award 

categories, the Awards highlight organisations from a variety of disciplines who are achieving outstanding 

results and who demonstrate commitment to trade and investment in China. The awards categories are as 

follows:  

 

 Best New Exporter to China Award 

 Best Services Award 

 British Company of the Year Award 

 Chinese Investor of the Year Award 

 Educational Institutional Partnership of the Year Award 

 Innovation Award 

 New Business Award 

 Sustainable Business Award 

 

Applications are now open until 28 July 2016, and all applications can be received online here. 

 

BritCham and CBBC’s statement on post-Brexit outlook for U.K.-China business 

The British Chamber of Commerce in China (BritCham) and the China-Britain Business Council (CBBC) 

released a statement on the post-Brexit outlook for U.K.-China business. Following the E.U. referendum, 

BritCham and the CBBC remain confident about the prospects for the U.K.-China trade and investment 

relationship. (June) Read more here.  

 

British Consulate Shanghai breaks Guinness World Record at QBP 

The British Consulate General Shanghai celebrated Her Majesty The Queen’s 90
th

 Birthday by hosting a 

Guinness World Record-breaking “Largest Cream Tea Party ever”. 2016 

marks the 30
th

 anniversary of Her Majesty’s visit to Shanghai, and HM 

Consul General John Edwards felt that this was the perfect way to 

celebrate such a historic occasion. This year’s party was held at the 

InterContinental Hotel Group’s Ruijin Hotel and was developed on a 

theme of Alice in Wonderland. The creative industries are an important 

area of collaboration between the U.K. and China, especially in a year 

http://www.britishbusinessawards.cn/
http://www.britishchamber.cn/content/post-brexit-outlook-uk-china-business


 

 

CBI BEIJING: MONTHLY ROUNDUP OF U.K.-CHINA ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Page 3 of 10 

 

JUNE 2016 

that sees the British Council engaging audiences across China on the Shakespeare Lives campaign. (June) 

Read more here.  

 

British Deputy Consul General to Hong Kong speaks at LSEG Greater China Forum 

 

British Deputy Consul General to Hong Kong and Macao Esther Blythe spoke at the LSEG Greater China 

Forum on U.K.-China bilateral relations and working with China on global economic issues. (June) Read 

more here.  

 

British Embassy Open Day showcases best of U.K.  

On 25 June 2016, the British Embassy in Beijing, in partnership with Xiaozhan Education, hosted the 

second annual British Embassy Open Day event at the British Ambassador to 

China’s Residence. The event provided a unique opportunity for the Chinese 

public to enter the Residence and discover many aspects of British culture, 

education, tourism, and business. Following on from last year’s successful 

inaugural event, the British Embassy opened the Ambassador’s Residence 

doors once more to no less than 1,200 members of the public. This event 

commemorated two special events for the U.K.: the 90
th

 birthday of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II and the 

400
th

 anniversary of world-renowned British playwright William Shakespeare. (June) Read more here.  

 

CBBC co-hosts seminar with The Economist to discuss Chinese banking industry 

 

The China-Britain Business Council (CBBC) co-hosted a seminar with The Economist to discuss the 

https://www.gov.uk/government/world-location-news/british-consulate-shanghai-breaks-guinness-world-record-at-qbp
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/deputy-consul-generals-speech-at-lse-greater-china-forum-2016
https://www.gov.uk/government/world-location-news/british-embassy-open-day-showcases-the-best-of-the-uk
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Chinese banking industry. Held at the British Centre in Shanghai, the discussion attracted over 80 

participants, including CBBC members and clients of The Economist. (June) Read more here.  

 

CBBC holds seminar with Guangdong International Chamber of Commerce  

The China-Britain Business Council (CBBC) and the Guangdong International Chamber of Commerce held 

a seminar on cooperation on China’s Belt and Road initiative between 

British and Chinese partners. The CBBC and the British Embassy and 

Consulates have worked hard in the early stages to place the U.K. at the 

forefront of the Belt and Road initiative. Andrew Massey, British Deputy 

Consul-General in Guangzhou, noted that, “Today’s seminar provides the 

evidence that the work is paying off.” Panel discussions were held 

between firms already working on Belt and Road-related projects, 

including Arup, Atkins, and Mott MacDonald in the construction sector as well as Aviva-Cofco and KPMG 

in professional services. Earlier this year, the CBBC released its second report on the Belt and Road with a 

launch ceremony at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing. (June) Read more here.  

 

CBBC welcomes new members 

Over 30 delegates from newly joined China-Britain Business Council (CBBC) member companies were in 

attendance for the first CBBC New Members Welcome Lunch Event on 

14 June at the CBBC’s London headquarters. Lord Sassoon, Chairman 

of the CBBC, delivered a welcome speech to new member companies, 

highlighting the vital role the organisation plays in promoting business 

exchanges between the U.K. and China. The lunch presented an 

opportunity for newly joined member companies to meet the CBBC’s 

head office team and to network with other new members. Over 20 

CBBC Board members also joined the welcome event, including representatives from the Foreign and 

Commonwealth Office (FCO), U.K. Trade and Investment (UKTI), and the British Chambers of Commerce 

(BCC). The CBBC is planning to host similar new members welcome events every quarter. (June) Read 

more here.  

 

China holds promotion in London for issuance of RMB bonds 

 

On 25 May 2016, China’s Ministry of Finance held a promotion in London to issue RMB 3 billion worth of 

http://www.britishchamber.cn/content/chinese-banking-industry-under-scrutiny-economist-shanghai
http://www.cbbc.org/news/belt-and-road-cooperation-becoming-a-reality-for-u/
http://www.cbbc.org/news/cbbc-new-members-welcome-event-a-review/
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three-year bonds. Minister Ni Jian from the Chinese Embassy in the U.K. attended and spoke at the event. 

The meeting was hosted by Sun Xiaoxia, Director General of the Ministry of Finance’s Finance Department, 

and Matthew Taylor, Director of International Finance at HM Treasury. (May) Read more here.  

 

Chinese Ambassador to U.K. speaks at 7th Sino-European Entrepreneurs Summit 

      

Chinese Ambassador to the U.K. Liu Xiaoming delivered a speech at the Seventh Sino-European 

Entrepreneurs Summit in London. (June) Read more here.  

 

Chinese Ambassador to U.K. speaks at listing ceremony of RMB sovereign bond 

 

Chinese Ambassador to the U.K. Liu Xiaoming spoke at the listing ceremony of a RMB 3 billion, three-year 

bond issued by China’s Ministry of Finance in London. (June) Read more here.  

 

Chinese Ambassador speaks at China Merchants Bank’s London branch opening 

 

Chinese Ambassador to the U.K. Liu Xiaoming spoke at the opening of the London branch of China 

http://www.chinese-embassy.org.uk/eng/EmbassyNews/t1368610.htm
http://www.chinese-embassy.org.uk/eng/EmbassyNews/t1371859.htm
http://www.chinese-embassy.org.uk/eng/EmbassyNews/t1371504.htm


 

 

CBI BEIJING: MONTHLY ROUNDUP OF U.K.-CHINA ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Page 6 of 10 

 

JUNE 2016 

Merchants Bank (CMB), China’s sixth-largest bank. In his remarks, Ambassador Liu highlighted how the 

CMB London branch is the first of its kind set up by a Chinese joint-stock bank and how it is one of the 

most recent outcomes of the “golden era” of U.K.-China relations. China Merchants Bank first established 

its presence in London with a representative office in 2009. (June) Read more here and here.  

 

      

 

Chinese Assistant Foreign Minister attends National Day reception 

 

On 16 June 2016, Chinese Assistant Foreign Minister Liu Haixing attended the National Day reception held 

at the British Embassy in Beijing and exchanged views with British Ambassador to China Barbara 

Woodward on China-U.K. relations. (June) Read more here.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.chinese-embassy.org.uk/eng/EmbassyNews/t1372915.htm
http://usa.chinadaily.com.cn/world/2016-06/17/content_25738726.htm
http://www.chinese-embassy.org.uk/eng/zywl/t1373878.htm
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Chinese Vice Foreign Minister meets with British Ambassador to China 

 

On 17 June 2016, Chinese Vice Foreign Minister Li Baodong met with British Ambassador to China 

Barbara Woodward, exchanging views on the G20 Summit, China-U.K. cooperation on the Belt and Road 

initiative, UN affairs, bilateral relations, and other topics. (June) Read more here.  

 

City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra to make inaugural tour to China 

In December 2016, the City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra (CBSO), a world-renowned musical 

institution, will make its inaugural tour to China, taking in a number of major cities and celebrating the close 

links forged between the West Midlands, the U.K., and China. The CBSO is looking for opportunities to 

celebrate U.K.-China relations by bringing together iconic brands, creating an impressive partnership that 

would maximise the impact of the visit to China. Opportunities exist for a partner to leverage their global 

reputation against the CBSO’s own. Read more here.  

 

European Chamber releases its annual Business Confidence Survey 2016 

 

The European Union Chamber of Commerce in China released its annual Business Confidence Survey 2016, 

reporting that while its member companies are increasingly pessimistic and perceive China’s reform 

http://www.chinese-embassy.org.uk/eng/zywl/t1373879.htm
http://www.cbbc.org/cbbc/media/cbbc_media/Events/Documents/Birmingham-orchestra-China-1617-Tour-opportunities.pdf
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progress to have stalled, a clear majority would likely increase their investment if they were given greater 

market access. The Business Confidence Survey 2016 brings together the input of over 500 senior 

representatives of the European Chamber’s member companies to provide an annual overview of their 

performance and outlook from within the Chinese market. (June) Read more here.  

 

E.U.-China Low Carbon Cities Conference launched in Wuhan 

After the successful outcome of the COP21 in Paris, the E.U.-China Low Carbon Cities Conference was 

launched in Wuhan. This conference is part of the implementation of the E.U.-China Low Carbon Cities 

Partnership, agreed upon during the last E.U.-China Summit in June 2015, in order to promote mutual 

exchange on policies, planning, and good practices for low-carbon and climate resilient cities. This 

agreement was reflected in the E.U.-China Joint Statement on Climate Change. (June) Read more here.  

 

E.U. sets its sights high on ambitions with China 

The High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy and the European 

Commission adopted a Joint Communication, entitled “Elements for a new E.U. strategy on China”, which 

maps out the E.U.’s relationship with China for the next five years. (June) Read more here.  

 

E.U. SME Centre holds second E.U. SME Annual Conference in Beijing 

      

The E.U. SME Centre successfully organised its second E.U. SME Annual Conference in Beijing focusing 

on how European small businesses can better prepare to tackle challenges arising from China’s changing 

economy. The conference was attended by over 40 people, including SME executives and industry experts 

from various fields. (June) Read more here.  

 

Isle of Man signs MOU with Shanghai Municipal Commission of Commerce 

The Isle of Man signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the Shanghai Municipal Commission 

of Commerce to foster cooperation on economic, trade, and investment matters between the two regions and 

which also encompasses the Shanghai Free Trade Zone. Under its terms, the authorities in Shanghai will 

promote the Isle of Man as a base for companies seeking to expand into U.K. and E.U. markets as well as 

assist any Isle of Man companies looking to establish themselves in Shanghai or its Free Trade Zone. In 

http://www.europeanchamber.com.cn/en/press-releases/2467/european_business_keen_to_do_more_in_china_if_reforms_are_implemented
http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/china/press_corner/all_news/news/2016/20160628_en.htm
http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/china/press_corner/all_news/news/2016/2016062205_en.htm
http://www.eusmecentre.org.cn/press-article/eu-sme-annual-conference-beijing-centre-gathers-experts-discuss-how-tackle-changing-ch
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return, the Isle of Man Government will assist companies from Shanghai wishing to locate in the Island, 

promote the city as a potential destination for Manx businesses seeking a base in China as well as facilitate 

introductions to the Isle of Man’s experienced professional service companies. (June) Read more here.  

 

JD.com hosts first online Great British Brands Festival 

British retail made an exciting breakthrough in China as nearly 30 leading British brands began an exclusive 

U.K.-only promotion on Chinese e-

commerce site JD.com, thanks to a 

partnership between JD.com and the China-

Britain Business Council (CBBC). For a full 

week from 11-20 June, U.K. brands enjoyed 

top billing on the screens of JD.com’s 170 

million registered users ahead of the site’s 

wider International Brands Festival, which 

ran after the U.K. promotion until 30 June. 

The promotion also marked a key shift to an 

online platform for the Great British Brands Festival, CBBC’s growing series of sales exhibitions, which 

had so far been run offline with success in cities across China. China offers huge potential for online exports. 

CBBC’s partnership with JD.com gives U.K. retailers a practical means to capitalise on the strong reputation 

of British brands in China and to build on the interest generated by the offline festivals. (June) Read more 

here.  

 

Launch of E.U.-China Legal Affairs Dialogue 

The E.U.-China Legal Affairs Dialogue was jointly launched in Beijing. After the launching ceremony, the 

first dialogue on the theme of e-commerce and consumer protection was held. The legal affairs dialogue is 

an important platform for E.U.-China cooperation and will help further develop their partnership. The E.U. 

and China have a common interest in better understanding their respective legal systems, largely because of 

their important role for exchanges in many other sectors, such as trade and investment, technology, 

agriculture, health and social issues, urbanisation, environment, protection, etc. The new exchange 

mechanism on legal affairs will further enhance the E.U.-China partnership as it will provide a platform to 

exchange experiences on the rule of law and increase mutual understanding. Both sides agreed that the 

second legal affairs dialogue will be held in 2017 in Brussels on a topic agreed by both sides and that, 

subsequently, the E.U.-China Legal Affairs Dialogue will be held every year, alternatively in China and in 

Brussels. It will consist of a high-level segment and be followed by workshops on topics related to the 

overall theme of the dialogue. The legal affairs dialogue will help create specialised E.U.-China networks to 

bring continuity to the exchanges. Both sides welcome concrete cooperation projects between the E.U. and 

China and will see to launch or develop such projects in connection with the legal affairs dialogue. (June) 

Read more here.  

 

 

 

http://www.cbbc.org/news/isle-of-man-signs-economic-and-trade-memorandum-of/
http://www.britishchamber.cn/content/jdcom-hosts-first-online-great-british-brands-festival
http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/china/press_corner/all_news/news/2016/20160621_en.htm
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U.K. and China hold first High-Level Security Dialogue 

 

On 13 June 2016, the first ever U.K.-China High-Level Security Dialogue was held in Beijing. Last October, 

both sides agreed that the dialogue was an important measure in the implementation of the Joint Statement 

on the Global Comprehensive Strategic Partnership for the 21
st
 Century which was issued during President 

Xi Jinping’s state visit to the U.K. (June) Read more here. 

 

 

CBI Beijing  

June 2016 
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http://www.chinese-embassy.org.uk/eng/zywl/t1372570.htm
mailto:Guy.DruDrury@cbi.org.uk
mailto:Ben.Cooper@cbi.org.uk

