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Applications for 2016/17 Chevening Scholarships open in Hong Kong 

The Chevening Secretariat is accepting applications for 2016/2017 Chevening Scholarships from 03 August 

until 03 November 2015 in Hong Kong. Chevening 

Scholarships are awarded to individuals with strong academic 

backgrounds who have also demonstrated leadership potential. 

The scholarship offers financial support to study for a Master’s 

degree at any of the U.K.’s leading universities and the 

opportunity to become part of an influential global network of 

44,000 alumni. The call for new applicants follows the 

selection of 25 scholars from Hong Kong and Macao, who won 

an award to study at a U.K. university this year. There are 

approximately 1,500 Chevening Scholarships on offer globally for the 2016/2017 academic cycle. These 

scholarships represent a significant investment from the U.K. government to develop the next cohort of 

global leaders. Caroline Wilson, British Consul General to Hong Kong and Macao, said, “The Chevening 

programme offers a unique opportunity to Hong Kong and Macao’s established and future leaders to 

become part of a truly global network, contribute to the continued development of Hong Kong, and build 

lifelong links with the U.K. Since 1996 more than 600 of the brightest and best scholars from Hong Kong 

and Macao have completed internationally recognised Masters courses at some of the U.K.’s leading 
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institutions and become part of the global Chevening community. We are grateful in Hong Kong for the 

support of our partner organisations—CK Hutchison Holdings Limited, HSBC, the Aberdeen University 

Hong Kong Association, and Swire Educational Trust—which has enabled us to increase the number of 

scholars we have sent to the U.K. in recent years. With 2016 marking 20 years of Chevening in Hong Kong, 

I look forward to seeing an even broader range and number of applicants applying for places on this 

prestigious programme.” (August) Read more here.  

 

China-Britain Business Council (CBBC) holds latest joint roundtable with Alibaba 

The China-Britain Business Council (CBBC) held the latest in its series of joint roundtables with Alibaba in 

Hangzhou on 10 August. The half-day meeting focused on 

the protection of intellectual property online and gave 

experienced U.K. brand-owners an opportunity to share best 

practice with other stakeholders and to present feedback and 

recommendations to Alibaba to improve existing protection 

mechanisms. This was the fourth roundtable between U.K. 

stakeholders and Alibaba held under the memorandum of 

understanding signed by CBBC and Alibaba Group during 

U.K. IP Minister Baroness Neville-Rolfe in 2014. The series 

is designed to enable British companies to speak directly to 

Alibaba about their experiences using platforms such as 

Alibaba.com, Taobao, Tmall, and 1688.com. (August) Read more here.  

 

China Season of 2015 UK-China Year of Cultural Exchange launched in London 

The China Season of the first ever UK-China Year of Cultural Exchange was launched in London. The UK 

Season in China took place from January to June and 

was officially launched by the Duke of Cambridge 

during his visit to China in March. In July, the National 

Theatre of China brought the Chinese version of 

Richard III to London, which marked the first 

important performance of the China Season. The 

upcoming events that were announced during the 

launch included performances from pianists Lang Lang 

and Wang Yujia, the Tao Dance Theatre, the Chinese 

People’s Liberation Army Band, and Zhejiang 

Changxing Lotus Dragon Art Group. Yabin Dance 

Studio and China National Peking Opera will also bring their shows to the U.K. in September and 

November. In addition, it was announced that the Shenzhen-Edinburgh International Creative Industry 

Incubation Centre will be launched in August to promote cultural innovation and exchange between China 

and the U.K. The London Fashion Week and London Design Festival will also feature Chinese elements in 

September. Furthermore, the Chinese cultural trade institute and universities from both countries will hold 

the Creative Industry and Cultural Trade Forum of China and the U.K. between September and October. 

(August) Read more here and here. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/world-location-news/applications-for-201617-chevening-scholarships-open-3-august-in-hong-kong
http://www.britishchamber.cn/content/uk-companies-discuss-ip-concerns-alibaba-decision-makers-latest-joint-roundtable
http://www.chinese-embassy.org.uk/eng/EmbassyNews/t1286359.htm
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2015-08/05/c_134481313.htm
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Chinese students to join Future NEWS 2015 forum in Edinburgh 

Four Chinese students were selected from more than 300 applicants to participate in the Future NEWS 2015 

forum to be held on 04-06 September in Edinburgh. The 

forum will bring together more than 100 aspiring young 

journalists from across the world. The theme of this 

year’s conference is the Business of News. This will be 

the first time for Chinese students to attend the forum. 

Future NEWS is delivered in association with the 

Scottish Government, the British Council, and Reuters. 

Please log on to www.futurenews.org.uk for more details. 

(August) Read more here.  

 

Dr. Catherine Raines to become Chief Executive of U.K. Trade and Investment 

Dr. Catherine Raines will become Chief Executive of U.K. Trade and Investment (UKTI) from 07 

September 2015, following current Chief 

Executive Dominic Jermey’s appointment to a 

new priority position as Foreign and 

Commonwealth Office (FCO) International 

Counter-Extremism Coordinator. Currently 

Minister and Director-General for UKTI China, 

Dr. Raines has more than 20 years’ experience in 

FTSE100 business across the U.K., Europe, the 

U.S., and China, where she variously held senior 

leadership roles in Operations, Corporate 

Development, and Corporate Audit. Prior to 

joining the civil service, she also ran her own 

business as well as holding the role of Deputy Chief Executive at Staffordshire County Council. She takes 

up the post of UKTI Chief Executive after more than two years leading UKTI in China, having overseen an 

increase in U.K. business successes attributable to UKTI support from around £300 million a year to more 

than £3.7 billion. (August) Read more here.  

 

EURAXESS Science Slam in China 2015 

The popular EURAXESS Science Slam 2015 has officially kicked off in six regions across the globe. 

Already in its third edition, the annual science communication competition of the E.U.-funded EURAXESS 

Links network takes place this autumn in ASEAN, Brazil, China, India, Japan, and North America. The 

winners of the event will travel to Europe for the unique chance to network with research peers at one of 

Europe’s top research institutes. The EURAXESS Science Slam offers a platform for young research talent 

to showcase their work outside of the formal constraints of a research lab or classroom. The competition is 

open to researchers of any nationality and academic discipline. The EURAXESS Science Slam in China 

2015 will take place on 27 October in Beijing. (August) Read more here.  

http://www.futurenews.org.uk/
http://www.britishcouncil.cn/en/e/future-news-announce
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/catherine-raines-to-be-new-ukti-chief-executive
http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/china/press_corner/all_news/news/2015/20150824_en.htm
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Martyn Roper takes up new role as Minister and Deputy Head of Mission 

In July, Martyn Roper, Minister and Deputy Head of Mission at the British Embassy in Beijing, took up his 

new position. Martyn joined the FCO in 1984, and his first job was in the 

Middle East Department, where he was a part of the Saudi Arabia, Oman, and 

Yemen Team. He has done a range of jobs in London, including working on 

the United Nations, Middle East, and Gibraltar, and has served overseas in a 

number of posts, including Tehran, Maputo, Kuwait, Baghdad, Karachi, and 

Brasilia. Martyn most recently served as British Ambassador to Algeria from 

December 2010 to May 2014. Martyn is married with two children. (July) Read more here.  

 

U.K. and China hold strategic dialogue talks in Beijing 

 

 

U.K. Foreign Secretary Philip Hammond and Chinese State Counsellor Yang Jiechi co-chaired the U.K.-

China Strategic Dialogue in Beijing. Mr. Hammond’s two-day official visit marked his first trip to China 

since becoming Foreign Secretary. (August) Read more here and here.  

 

UKTI and Bank of China partner to host first China-U.K. SMEs Match-Making Event 

U.K. Trade and Investment (UKTI) and Bank of China have partnered up to host a business-to-business 

match-making event. With the support of the China-Britain Business Council (CBBC), the parties are to 

deliver the first China-U.K. SMEs Match-Making Hub Event in Manchester on 23 October 2015 as part of 

ongoing efforts to further developing export opportunities with China for U.K. SMEs and further increase 

https://www.gov.uk/government/people/martyn-roper
http://www.chinese-embassy.org.uk/eng/zywl/t1289270.htm
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-in-china-to-foster-partnership-on-global-challenges
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bilateral trade and investment. Sherry Madera, Director for Financial Services, UKTI China, said, “China is 

a huge and expanding market for U.K. businesses. U.K. exports have increased by over 37% in the last two 

years.” Huabin Wang, Deputy General Manager of Bank of China, London Branch, said, “The Bank of 

China has a network of over 10,000 branches and nearly 60,000 small and medium-sized (SME) customers 

in China. Some of those Chinese SMEs are potentially looking to do business with U.K. SMEs. (August) 

Read more here.  
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