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Highlights 

(*Access full updates: Annual General Meeting of the British Chamber of Commerce in China, Bank of 

China’s London branch celebrates 85
th

 anniversary, British Business Awards 2014 open for application until 

27 August, British Embassy in Beijing celebrates Her Majesty the Queen’s Birthday, China Outbound 

Programme 2014/15 opens with visit to Changsha, Digital Customer Journey Visit Visas China, GREAT 

Festival of Creativity in Shanghai (early 2015), LSE’s Greater China Forum event on London as RMB 

offshore centre (June 2014), new agreement to begin negotiations on opening export routes for British beef 

and lamb suppliers to China, U.K.-China Visa Alliance launches Building on Progress report, U.K. and 

China agree to £14 billion of trade and investment deals, U.K. Export Finance adds offshore RMB to its list 

of supported currencies, U.K.’s Prime Time appointment visa service expands in China, third round of E.U.-

China investment talks, and £50 million of joint U.K.-China innovative research programmes) 

 

British Business Awards 2014 open for application until 27 August 

The British Business Awards 2014 are open for application until 27 August. Organised by the British 

Chamber of Commerce in China and the 

China-Britain Business Council, the 

Awards recognise and promote 

excellence in innovation, enterprise, and 

endeavour in the British and Chinese 

business communities. There are eight award categories, including British Company of the Year Award, 

Alumnus of the Year, Best Service Award, Chinese Investor of the Year Award, 

Corporate Social Responsibility Award, Entrepreneur of the Year Award, 

GREAT British Product Award, and Sustainability Award. For each award 

category, there will be a panel of five judges, including one lead judge, composed 

of prominent members of British and Chinese industry and government. Entries 

close on 27 August, and online voting will be open between 10 and 27 September. 

The judges will interview representatives of the five finalists in each category and 

submit recommendations to the advisory panel for their approval. The eight 

winners will be revealed at the Gala Dinner on 20 November in Beijing. Read more here.  

http://www.britishbusinessawards.cn/
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Annual General Meeting of the British Chamber of Commerce in China 

The Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the British Chamber of Commerce in China was held, where the 

Executive Committee for 2014/15 was elected and annual reports were delivered. At the garden party 

following the AGM, BritCham celebrated 21 years in China and the China-Britain Business Council (CBBC) 

marked its 60
th

 anniversary. (June) Read more here.  

 

Bank of China’s London branch celebrates 85th anniversary  

Chinese Ambassador to the U.K. Liu Xiaoming extended his congratulations to Bank of China’s London 

branch as it celebrated its 85
th

 anniversary. The London branch was Bank of China’s first overseas branch as 

well as the first overseas branch of any Chinese bank. Ambassador Liu also highlighted the enormous 

contribution of Bank of China’s London branch to the growth of China-U.K. relations. (June) Read more 

here.  

 

British Embassy in Beijing celebrates Her Majesty the Queen’s Birthday 

On 12 June, the British Ambassador to China welcomed more than 800 British and Chinese guests to the 

Queen's Birthday Party celebrations in the gardens of his 

Residence in Beijing. This year marks the 62nd anniversary of 

HM Queen Elizabeth II. In 2012, the U.K. celebrated her 

Diamond Jubilee that marked 60 years on the British throne. 

She is only the second monarch in British history to reach this 

milestone. At the event, guests were able to have their photos 

taken next to the waxwork model of The Queen, which was 

provided by Madame Tussauds. Madame Tussauds recently 

opened a flagship store in Beijing. This year, the event was 

sponsored by CBI members including BP, Shell, BG Group, and the Royal Bank of Scotland. In addition, 

CBI member Diageo helped provided drinks at the event. (June) Read more here.  

 

China Outbound Programme opens with visit to Changsha 

The China-Britain Business Council’s (CBBC’s) China Outbound Programme 2014/15 opened with a two-

day visit to Changsha. The China Outbound Programme has been designed to create a comprehensive new 

platform allowing U.K. companies the opportunity to partner with Chinese companies going global. 

Through a wide-ranging series of CBBC events, a dedicated China Outbound website, publications, and 

visiting Chinese delegations, the CBBC’s China Outbound Programme has been developed to help U.K. and 

Chinese companies work together on the international stage. (June) Read more here and here.  

 

Digital Customer Journey Visit Visas China 

The Digital Customer Journey (DCJ) Project is improving the application process for customers applying for 

a visa. A new online application website, accessed via Gov.UK, will make it simpler to apply and pay for a 

visa. This new online service will initially be available to business, general, and child visitors to the U.K. 

http://www.britishchamber.cn/content/agm-looks-back-201314-britcham-celebrates-21-years-china
http://www.chinese-embassy.org.uk/eng/EmbassyNews/t1166646.htm
https://www.gov.uk/government/world-location-news/british-embassy-beijing-celebrates-her-majesty-the-queens-birthday
http://www.britishchamber.cn/content/china-outbound-programme
http://www.britishchamber.cn/content/china-outbound-programme-opens-changsha-investment-visit
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applying from mainland China (with some exceptions to the business category). This service’s target go live 

date is late June 2014, and it will introduce a number of changes. Read more here.  

 

GREAT Festival of Creativity in Shanghai (early 2015) 

British Consul-General Shanghai Brian Davidson announced 

that the U.K. will be organising a GREAT Festival of 

Creativity in Shanghai in early 2015. Mr. Davidson said, “I am 

delighted that the U.K. will be organising a GREAT Festival of 

Creativity in Shanghai in early 2015. Following on from the 

event in Istanbul in May 2014 and Hong Kong in November 

2014, this event in Shanghai aims to showcase a dynamic 

celebration of creativity and offer the opportunity for business 

leaders to get a deeper understanding of how creativity, from 

the U.K. and beyond, is playing a crucial role in global business growth. Britain has much to offer as China 

transitions from manufacturing to service-led growth.” Mr. Davidson made the announcement at the 

Queen’s Birthday Party in Shanghai on 09 June. He also presented Chinese actress Qin Hailu as the Film is 

GREAT campaign's image ambassador in China, awarding her with a special certificate and trophy. (June) 

Read more here.  

 

LSE’s Greater China Forum event on London as RMB offshore centre  

On 09 June, British Consul General to Hong Kong Caroline 

Wilson addressed the London Stock Exchange’s (LSE) Greater 

China Forum event on the topic of London as an RMB offshore 

centre. This was the first time that the Forum—the LSE’s 

flagship issuer and investor event in Asia for 2014—was held 

in Hong Kong. The Consul General explained that the RMB is 

a priority area for the U.K. Government and outlined the 

milestones that the U.K. has passed in 2013 and 2014 in 

establishing itself as the second global RMB hub after Hong 

Kong, including a currency swap line agreement, receiving the first RQFII quota granted outside of Greater 

China, and seeing the first European RQFII funds listing on the LSE at the start of 2014. The results have 

been striking, with London’s share of the global RMB market growing from 9% at the end of 2012 to 15% 

by April of this year. The volume of RMB activity taking place in London increased by around 150% in 

2013. (June) Read more here.  

 

Progress on opening export routes for British beef and lamb suppliers to China 

During Chinese Premier Li Keqiang’s visit to the U.K., the Department for Environment, Food, and Rural 

Affairs (Defra) and the Chinese authorities signed an agreement to begin negotiations on opening export 

routes for British beef and lamb suppliers to China. With U.K. food and drink exports soaring to £18.9 

billion in 2013, this agreement is the latest step in four years of record food and drink export growth and 

could be worth up to £120 million to the U.K. economy each year. It follows Defra Secretary Owen 

http://www.cbichina.org.cn/main/chongwuSD_001_1/second.aspx?nodeid=46&tohtml=false&page=ContentPage&contentid=1940
https://www.gov.uk/government/world-location-news/film-is-great-at-the-queens-birthday-party-in-shanghai
https://www.gov.uk/government/world-location-news/consul-general-to-hong-kong-addresses-lse-greater-china-forum
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Paterson’s successful visit to China last year with the Prime Minister, where he secured an export deal for 

pork products worth up to £45 million for the U.K. (June) Read more here.  

 

U.K.-China Visa Alliance launches “Building on Progress” report 

The U.K.-China Visa Alliance (UKCVA) released its latest report 

“Building on Progress”, which makes the case and recommendations 

for streamlining the U.K. visa application process for Chinese visitors. 

Over 200 business leaders across the retail, tourism, luxury, and 

hospitality sectors attended the launch event in London, and attendees 

were the first to hear U.K. Home Secretary Theresa May announce 

new measures to make it even easier for all Chinese tourists to gain a 

U.K. visa to shop, spend, and stay in the capital and beyond. 

Highlights of the Home Office's announcement included: 

 

o A pilot programme was launched last year for tour operators, which allowed them to work from a  

single form in processing U.K. and Schengen visa applications. The scheme was welcomed by  

tour operators in China and U.K. business leaders and will now be extended to all Chinese 

visitors applying to come to the U.K.  

o From the autumn, Chinese visitors will be able to use an Irish visitor visa to travel to the U.K.,  

without the need for a separate U.K. visa, and vice versa. The British Irish Visa Scheme will also 

be launched in India. 

o Talks are also ongoing with European partners about further streamlining visa processes with  

Schengen arrangements to make trips to the U.K. even easier for Chinese visitors. 

o Along with increasing alignment on the Schengen applications, a simpler, more user-friendly 

form for independent travellers will be launched on UKCVA's new, more integrated website. It 

features improved translation guidance on visa categories and how to apply. It has been designed 

for full integration on mobile and tablet platforms with a smarter form and more targeted 

questions translated into Chinese 

 

Read more here and here.  

 

U.K. and China agree to £14 billion of trade and investment deals  

During Chinese Premier Li Keqiang’s visit to the U.K., U.K. and Chinese firms signed £14 billion of trade 

and investment deals, including:  

 

o BP and the China National Offshore Oil Company (CNOOC) signed an agreement worth £12 billion 

on the supply of liquefied natural gas.  

o China Minsheng Investment Corporation (CMI) announced that it will open its European 

headquarters in London, with an investment of around £1.5 billion. 

o MAP Environmental Ltd. and Z N Shine Solar entered into a joint venture to purchase, develop, 

construct, and manage £400 million of U.K. solar PV assets.  

o China Merchant Securities (CMS) opened its first London office.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/negotiations-begin-for-120m-china-beef-and-lamb-export-deal
http://ukcva.com/uncategorized/ukcva-building-on-progress-report-2014/
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/home-secretarys-speech-on-chinese-nationals-visas
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o A U.K. business consortium led by Dynasty Biotechnology agreed to collaborate with Chinese 

businesses in the life sciences sector on research projects that will generate an estimated £528 

million to the U.K. economy.  

o Nord Engine, a Chinese financial services group, will open its first overseas operation in the U.K. 

and invest up to £150 million in the U.K. and European small and medium-sized enterprises.  

o Shell signed a Global Strategic Alliance Agreement with CNOOC, which reconfirms the existing 

strategic partnership between the two companies in China and around the world.  

o Lloyds Banking Group signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the China Development Bank 

Corporation that will help secure inward investment from China into the U.K., in particular into U.K. 

infrastructure and energy projects.  

o A collaboration between Shenzhen Xingcheng Holdings, BRE, and Nottingham University is aiming 

to develop professional qualifications, accreditation, and executive education and training for 

professionals in China and create a new training and research centre in Shenzhen.  

o China Merchant’s Group (CMG) and the Victoria and Albert Museum (V&A) signed a collaboration 

agreement to support CMG’s ambitious plan to develop the first major museum of design in China.  

 

Read more here.  

 

U.K. Export Finance adds offshore RMB to its list of supported currencies  

During Chinese Premier Li Keqiang’s visit to the U.K., U.K. Export Finance (UKEF) signed a 

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with HSBC and a leading Chinese company to begin structuring its 

first Renminbi (RMB) supported deal in 2014 for capital equipment. U.K. Chancellor of the Exchequer 

George Osborne announced the news at the first U.K.-China Financial Forum in London attended by 

Premier Li. Among the first export credit agencies to adopt the currency, the move by UKEF enables it to 

provide medium and long-term guarantees to support RMB-denominated transactions in any sector. UKEF 

expects RMB transactions initially to fall within the aerospace industry. They will help British exporters 

gain further access to the Chinese aircraft market and will benefit Chinese buyers by providing them with 

loans in their local currency, giving them greater financial stability. British exporters aiming to win contracts 

in the wider aviation industry are also expected to benefit. (June) Read more here.  

 

U.K.’s Prime Time appointment visa service expands in China 

The British Embassy in Beijing announced that, for the convenience of U.K. visa customers, the Prime Time 

appointment service will expand over the summer months to 

include Saturday appointments at any of its 12 visa application 

centres. Those who pay the fee (RMB 550) can make an 

appointment to lodge their visa application and provide 

biometrics at 11 of the U.K.'s visa centres (Shenyang will not 

be available until the end of June) on a Saturday between 9am 

and 12pm. This service will be available from 14 June until 13 

September. Prime Time appointments must be made online and 

payment must be made either online or at the Visa Application 

Centre. (June) Read more here.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-and-china-agree-14-billion-of-trade-and-investment-deals
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-export-finance-begins-support-for-renminbi-denominated-loans
https://www.gov.uk/government/world-location-news/prime-time-appointment-visa-service-expands-in-china
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Third round of E.U.-China investment talks 

E.U. and Chinese officials met in Beijing on 17-19 June for a third round of talks aimed at securing an 

investment agreement between the world’s two largest economies. An agreement would boost bilateral 

investment flows by opening up markets and by creating a simpler and more secure framework based on 

greater legal certainty and predictability. The launch of negotiations was announced last November at the 

16
th

 E.U.-China Summit. Read more here.  

 

£50 million of joint U.K.-China innovative research programmes 

During Chinese Premier Li Keqiang’s visit to the U.K., China and the U.K. agreed to over £50 million of 

joint innovative research programmes to tackle global issues like climate change, long-term renewable 

energy supplies, and human diseases. Universities and Science Minister David Willetts joined Chinese 

Ambassador to the U.K. Liu Xiaoming at the U.K.-China Summit to sign an agreement for the first 

programmes of the joint U.K.-China Research and Innovation Partnership Fund. The two countries approved 

the programmes, worth £53 million, and a wider five-year implementation plan of the fund, which will 

eventually include deals worth a total of £200 million to 2019. The programmes, of which costs will be split 

equally between China and the U.K., include: 

 

o a £23 million scientific research programme—led in the U.K. by the Met Office—that will help build  

the basis for services to protect against extreme weather and prepare for a changing climate in Asia 

o £16 million of joint research partnerships—led in the U.K. by Research Councils U.K.—to support  

advances in marine energy, regenerative medicine and stem cells, atmospheric pollution, and  

human health, and sustaining the soil ecosystem 

o £14 million of Newton Fellowships to provide the opportunity for Chinese and U.K. researchers to  

develop meaningful collaborations with scientists in one another's country  

 

It was also announced that U.K.-based social learning platform FutureLearn will grow and partner with its 

first Chinese universities—Shanghai Jiao Tong University and Fudan University—to create high-quality 

educational experiences for learners in China, and all over the world, through free online courses. The 

partnership will provide both Chinese universities with a digital platform to reach thousands of learners 

globally through massive open online courses and connect those students with a range of academic, leisure, 

and career-enhancing courses from leading U.K. and international institutions. (June) Read more here.  

 

 

CBI Beijing  
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For inputs or comments, please contact our Beijing office:  

 

Guy Dru Drury (Chief Representative): Guy.DruDrury@cbi.org.uk  

 

Ben Cooper (Policy Analyst): Ben.Cooper@cbi.org.uk   

http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/china/press_corner/all_news/news/2014/20140617_en.htm
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-and-china-agree-multi-milion-pound-global-research-deals
mailto:Guy.DruDrury@cbi.org.uk
mailto:Ben.Cooper@cbi.org.uk
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