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Highlights 

 2015 U.K.-China Year of Cultural Exchange 

 Bank of China opens Commodity Business Centre in London 

 CBBC releases report on China’s middle income consumers 

 Chinese Academy of Sciences announces launch of CAS-E.U. Partner Programme 

 Chinese Ambassador to U.K. gives interview to CCTV programme “2014 in Review” 

 Chinese Ambassador to U.K. states China-U.K. bilateral trade reached about US$80 billion in 2014 

 E.U. Delegation to China releases clarification of internship opportunities for Chinese citizens at 

European Commission in Brussels  

 European Chamber publishes Shanghai Position Paper as standalone publication for first time 

 Generation U.K.-China academic scholarships open for applications  

 London Chinatown Chinese Association’s 18
th

 Executive Committee holds inauguration ceremony  

 Long Museum to serve as official venue for GREAT Festival of Creativity in Shanghai 

 U.K. appoints first Agriculture and Food Counsellor in China 

 U.K. and China launch clean coal workshops  

 U.K. and China sign MOU to strengthen links and boost bilateral trade in organic sector 

 U.K. and Chinese scientists meet to discuss climate change risks  

 U.K. launches first new British Consulate General in China in 14 years 

 U.K. releases programme for GREAT Festival of Creativity in Shanghai  

 UKTI event highlights U.K.-Hong Kong partnership on RMB market 

 U.K. welcomes China Shipping Globe on maiden voyage 

 

2015 U.K.-China Year of Cultural Exchange 

2015 looks set to be a flagship year for the U.K. in China and for China in the U.K., with the first ever U.K.-

China Year of Cultural Exchange. Underpinned by a government-to-government agreement set out at the 

U.K.-China Summit in London last year, the 2015 U.K.-China Year of Cultural Exchange will showcase the 

very best of U.K. culture in China and Chinese culture in the U.K. The Year is a unique opportunity to 

further deepen and strengthen the U.K.’s existing relationships with China across the arts and creative 

industries and to build on long-standing foundations of mutual respect and appreciation for both countries’ 
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long and rich cultural histories. The Year will comprise two ‘seasons’ of culture—a U.K. season in China in 

the first half of 2015 and a China season in the U.K. in the second half of 2015. The theme for the U.K. 

season in China will be Next Generation. It will see a carefully curated series of contemporary, adventurous, 

multi-disciplinary, and innovative works, with digital media at the heart. Groundbreaking digital arts will 

push creative boundaries, while the launch of a major online arts portal will see audiences actively engaging 

through a variety of integrated platforms. (January) Read more here.  

 

Bank of China opens Commodity Business Centre in London 

Chinese Ambassador to the U.K. Liu Xiaoming congratulated Bank of China on the opening of its London 

Bulk Commodity Business Centre. Bank of China plans to establish 

commodity business centres in Shanghai, Singapore, and New York to 

manage its commodity business globally. With the establishment of the 

London Centre as a regional specialised commodity business centre, 

Bank of China will complete its strategic layout in Europe and the 

Middle East. Last year marked the 85
th

 anniversary of the Bank of China 

London Branch. (December) Read more here.   

 

CBBC releases report on China’s middle income consumers 

The China-Britain Business Council released its report “China’s Middle Income Consumers”, which was 

compiled through interviews on the ground across CBBC’s office network in China. Commenting on the 

report, Stephen Phillips, Chief Executive of CBBC, said, “This report takes many of the commonly known 

perceptions of Chinese consumers, looks beyond the headlines, and offers practical advice on next steps to 

succeed in China. It is essential reading for companies in the fashion, retail, automotive, real estate, tourism, 

education, and healthcare sectors.” (January) Click here to access the full report.  

 

Chinese Academy of Sciences announces launch of CAS-E.U. Partner Programme 

The Chinese Academy of Sciences announced the launch of a special CAS-E.U. Partner Programme with 

the aim to strengthen the strategic S&T cooperation between the Chinese Academy of Sciences and the E.U. 

in the frame of the E.U.’s Research and Innovation Framework Programme Horizon 2020. CAS institutes 

and other CAS entities that are part of an already successfully approved Horizon 2020 project can apply to 

obtain financial support for their work in the Horizon 2020 project. The deadline for applying to the Partner 

programme is 02 March 2015. (January) Read more here.  

 

Chinese Ambassador to U.K. gives interview to CCTV programme “2014 in Review” 

Chinese Ambassador to the U.K. Liu Xiaoming gave an exclusive interview to the CCTV programme “2014 

in Review” at the Chinese Embassy. Ambassador Liu discussed how to tell the 

China story and answered questions on how to carry out successful public 

diplomacy and help the world to understand China. On 31 December, Live News 

of CCTV-13 broadcasted parts of the interview at different times of the day. 

(December) Read more here.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/world-location-news/2015-uk-china-year-of-cultural-exchange
http://www.chinese-embassy.org.uk/eng/EmbassyNews/t1220793.htm
http://www.cbbc.org/NetC.CBBC/cbbc/09/09a6d7b2-1956-45e3-aa1b-bf3944b1519f.pdf
http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/china/press_corner/all_news/news/2015/20150113_en.htm
http://www.chinese-embassy.org.uk/eng/EmbassyNews/t1229083.htm
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Chinese Ambassador to U.K. states bilateral trade reached US$80 billion in 2014 

Chinese Ambassador to the U.K. Liu Xiaoming stated that China-U.K. bilateral trade reached around US$80 

billion in 2014, with Britain surpassing the Netherlands to become China’s second-largest trade partner in 

the E.U. (January) Read more here.  

 

E.U. Delegation to China releases clarification of internship opportunities  

The Delegation of the European Union to China announced that it would like to clarify that the internship 

opportunities advertised on the website http://ec.europa.eu/stages/index_en.htm are a genuine programme 

run by the European Commission and open to young people from all over the world, including China. As 

stipulated on the website, the traineeship programme is open to university graduates from all over the world 

who have a degree of at least three years of study (minimum a bachelor), very good knowledge of English or 

French or German, and very good knowledge of a second E.U. official language (required for nationals of 

E.U. countries). Every year, there are about 1,400 places available for candidates from all over the world. 

(January) Read more here.  

 

European Chamber publishes Shanghai Position Paper as standalone publication 

For the first time, the E.U. Chamber of Commerce in China published its Shanghai Position Paper as a 

standalone publication. It compiles the latest assessments and concerns of 

European businesses operating in Shanghai with the aim of offering constructive 

recommendations to Shanghai’s policy-makers. The launch, held on 21 January at 

the Westin Bund Centre Shanghai, was attended by more than 100 attendees. 

(January) Read more here.  

 

Generation U.K.-China academic scholarships open for applications  

The British Council announced that the applications for Generation U.K.-China 2015/16 academic 

scholarships are now open. There are a range of scholarships available, varying in location, course length, 

and course content. Brochures on the different scholarships are included on the British Council’s website. 

(January) Read more here.  

 

LCCA’s 18th Executive Committee holds inauguration ceremony  

The inauguration ceremony of the 18
th

 Executive Committee of the London Chinatown Chinese Association 

(LCCA) was held in London, with more than 500 representatives of the Chinese community attending the 

event. Chargé d’Affaires Ni Jian from the Chinese Embassy in the U.K. and Lord Mayor of Westminster 

Audrey Lewis attended and addressed the ceremony. (December) Read more here.  

 

 

 

 

http://uk.miaojian.net/Preview.aspx?clipid=6053&code=AC87B5E5032440B7866E5A82C7AE101B
http://ec.europa.eu/stages/index_en.htm
http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/china/press_corner/all_news/news/2015/20150123_en.htm
http://www.europeanchamber.com.cn/en/publications-local-position-paper
http://www.britishcouncil.cn/en/programmes/education/generation-uk/scholarships
http://www.chinese-embassy.org.uk/eng/EmbassyNews/t1222131.htm
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Long Museum to serve as official venue for GREAT Festival of Creativity 

The Long Museum (West Bund), the largest private institution of collection in China, was unveiled as the 

official venue for the GREAT Festival of Creativity in Shanghai. 

Speaking at the Long Museum, British Consul General in Shanghai Brian 

Davidson said, “Choosing this as the venue for the GREAT Festival was 

an easy choice in the end as the U.K. and China needed somewhere 

really special to allow for creative exchanges between two of the world’s 

largest economies. The setting on the West Bund area and the attractive 

space on offer will play home to up to 2,500 British and Chinese 

business leaders from 02-04 March 2015. (December) Read more here.  

 

U.K. appoints first Agriculture and Food Counsellor in China 

The U.K. appointed its first Agriculture and Food Counsellor in China to help increase its growing food and 

drink exports to the country. The new role, made possible with significant funding from the Agriculture and 

Horticulture Development Board (AHDB), will help British firms tap into China’s growing interest in 

specialty foods—a market expected to be worth a potential £39 billion this year. Karen Morgan, based in the 

British Embassy in Beijing, will represent the interests of U.K. businesses already exporting quality British 

food and drink produce to China and firms looking to open new trade links. The U.K.’s food and drink 

businesses are steadily building their share of the lucrative Chinese market, with a record £215 million 

worth of produce exported in 2013, up from £136 million in 2012. This new appointment is expected to see 

these figures grow further. (January) Read more here.  

 

U.K. and China launch clean coal workshops 

The British Embassy in Beijing and the International Energy Agency (IEA) Clean Coal Centre jointly 

launched two workshops in Jinan and Shijiazhuang, the capital cities of two of China’s major coal 

consuming provinces, to help cut emissions from coal-fired power plants and industrial boilers. With 

financial support from the U.K. Foreign and Commonwealth Office via its Strategic Programme Fund for 

China, the IEA Clean Coal Centre is working with Tsinghua University, the Electric Power Planning and 

Engineering Institute, and local foreign affairs offices. (January) Read more here.  

 

U.K. and China aim to strengthen links and boost bilateral trade in organic sector 

Elizabeth Truss, U.K. Secretary of State for the Environment, Food, and Rural Affairs (DEFRA), visited 

China to boost food and drink trade links. During her visit, DEFRA signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding with China’s Certification and Accreditation Administration to strengthen links and boost 

bilateral trade in the organic sector and for online grocery sales as part of U.K. Trade and Investment’s 

(UKTI) e-exporting programme. Both sides will work together to accelerate the E.U.-China negotiations on 

equivalence and to identify trading opportunities. (January) Read more here. 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/world-location-news/long-museum-will-play-host-to-the-great-festival-of-creativity
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-appoints-first-agriculture-and-food-counsellor-in-china
https://www.gov.uk/government/world-location-news/uk-and-china-launch-clean-coal-workshops
https://www.gov.uk/government/world-location-news/great-trade-opportunities-in-food-and-drinks-between-uk-and-china
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U.K. and Chinese scientists meet to discuss climate change risks  

Tsinghua University, with support from the U.K.’s Foreign and Commonwealth Office and China’s National 

Expert Committee on Climate Change, hosted a meeting of 

some of the world’s leading scientists and experts to discuss 

the risks of climate change and how these can be reduced. Held 

in Beijing, the event formed part of a unique series of meetings, 

bringing together some of the world’s most eminent experts to 

assess the risks posed by climate change to people, cities, 

countries, and the world we inhabit, and how these can be 

reduced. The meeting in Beijing followed a similar meeting in 

Harvard University and will be followed by events in India and 

the U.K. The experts applied principles of risk assessment used 

in fields such as finance, security, and public health to their understanding of climate science. They 

considered not only what impacts of climate change were most likely, but also what the most severe impacts 

could be, and whether there might be limits to our ability to adapt to them. (January) Read more here.  

 

U.K. launches first new British Consulate General in China in 14 years  

U.K. Foreign Office Minister Hugo Swire launched the new British Consulate General in Wuhan, which will 

open there later this year as part of the U.K. government’s efforts to promote British business in China and 

to deepen the trading relationship between the two countries. Speaking after the launch, Mr. Swire said, “I’m 

delighted to mark the opening of the first new British Consulate in China in 14 years. We have made a 

concerted effort to increase the number of staff we have in China, to increase the number of Mandarin 

speakers, and now to expand our network. This is important, long-term planning for the U.K.’s international 

future. Wuhan itself currently has over 10,000 construction sites and will be opening a new underground line 

every year for the next five years. It is vital that Britain gives itself access to the major opportunities that are 

emerging in these rapidly growing cities and engages with the increasingly influential decision-makers who 

live within them.” (January) Read more here.  

 

U.K. releases programme for GREAT Festival of Creativity in Shanghai  

The U.K. released the programme for the GREAT Festival of Creativity in Shanghai from 02-04 March 

2015. The Festival, based at Shanghai’s Long Museum, West 

Bund, will be led by HRH The Duke of Cambridge. It will 

show U.K. innovation at its very best in sectors such as fashion, 

luxury retail, health, technology, and entertainment, 

demonstrating the U.K.’s track record in bringing competitive 

advantage through commercial creativity and will create 

opportunities for U.K. companies to break into one of the 

world’s fastest-growing markets. A unique partnership between 

the British government and major private sector organisations, 

https://www.gov.uk/government/world-location-news/uk-china-scientists-deepen-understanding-of-climate-change-risks
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/british-minister-launches-new-consulate-in-wuhan
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the Festival is part of the GREAT Britain campaign, which promotes the U.K. as a world-class destination 

for trade, tourism, investment, and education to generate jobs and growth. Highlights of the Festival’s 

Shanghai programme include:  

 

 State-of-the-art virtual reality experience from Framestore, creators of the award-winning film 

Gravity, and the recently released Paddington 

 Two fully immersive fusions of industrial robotics and virtual reality from U.K. company INDE 

Appshaker  

 HSBC will offer a dedicated zone to support human ambition and business creativity, featuring 

Business Surgeries for those looking to take their business further and an ‘Ideas Exchange’ that pairs 

influential players from the world of business (including Sir Martin Sorrell) to reveal their personal 

experiences, commercial insights, and what creativity means to them and their brands 

 Jaguar Land Rover will demonstrate how computer-aided design technology sits alongside 

traditional clay-modelling skills to fashion the iconic style of its premium vehicle brands 

 PwC will show how digital technology transforms what organisations do and how they do it through 

digital masterclasses and a session to test the ‘digital fitness’ of their own organisation 

 De Montfort University will bring its range of courses to life through interactive live footwear and 

clothes design demonstrations, a virtual walk-through of Medieval London, and insight into its 

revolutionary research in the health sector  

 BBC Worldwide will take visitors behind the U.K. technology and creativity used to make award-

winning wildlife documentaries and show how U.K. technology and creativity come together in the 

BBC Earth hit series such as ‘Penguins—Spy in the Huddle’ and ‘Dolphins—Spy in the Pod’.  

 The British Film Institute will present rare and beautiful archive film footage of life in China in the 

early 20
th

 Century  

 British Airways and VisitBritain will host a ‘best of British’ garden party, inspired by the mix of rich 

heritage and modern innovation to bring a truly British experience to life  

 The Festival will also host the first viewing of ‘GREAT Creations’, a unique exhibition bringing the 

variety of U.K. creativity to life. Items on display for the first time together include a previously 

unseen collection of four iconic portrait photographs by David Bailey of Her Majesty the Queen, an 

anthemic ballad called ‘Home’ sung by Katherine Jenkins and produced in Abbey Road studios, a 

Paddington Bear ‘Film is GREAT’ model designed by Stephen Fry, an interactive model of the No. 

10 front door designed and built by installation artist Jason Bruges, a handcrafted couture dress 

designed exclusively for GREAT by British designer Nicholas Oakwell, a unique GREAT Mulberry 

handbag designed by British model Cara Delavigne, an objet d’art decorative bowl designed and 

handcrafted by Cleave, Court Jewellers and Medallists, and a bespoke ‘GREAT Britain’ engraved 

handcrafted watch by Independent Watchmaker Roger W. Smith.  

 

Read more here.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uks-great-festival-of-creativity-programme-announced
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UKTI event highlights U.K.-Hong Kong partnership on RMB market 

Nearly 80 industry players attended a U.K. Trade and Investment (UKTI) event in Hong Kong that 

examined the U.K. as an RMB and global fund management 

centre. Speeches and discussions at the event explored: 

opportunities as China internationalises, the strength of the 

U.K.’s offer, and the process of investing in the U.K. British 

Consul General Caroline Wilson stressed the ongoing 

importance of the U.K.’s partnership with Hong Kong on the 

RMB market and reviewed a successful 2014, stating, “The 

U.K. Government believes the rise of the RMB is going to be 

one of the most important developments in financial markets of 

the twenty-first century. 2014 was another astonishing year in that rise, and the U.K. firmly cemented its 

place as a leading global RMB hub.” (January) Read more here and here.  

 

U.K. welcomes China Shipping Globe on maiden voyage 

The U.K. welcomed the China Shipping Globe when it docked in Britain for the first time, arriving in the 

Port of Felixstowe on its maiden voyage. Capable of 

accommodating 19,100 standard containers, the Globe, owned by 

Shanghai-based China Shipping Container Lines, is the world’s 

largest container ship. Speaking at an event commemorating the 

Globe’s arrival in Felixstowe, Chinese Ambassador to the U.K. 

Liu Xiaoming congratulated China Shipping on its important role 

in supporting Sino-U.K. trade. Around 60% of bilateral exports 

and imports go through Felixstowe, with a large part of that trade 

carried by the China Shipping fleet. (January) Click here to read 

the full speech by Ambassador Liu. 

 

 

CBI Beijing  

January 2015 

 

 

For inputs or comments, please contact our Beijing office:  

 

Guy Dru Drury (Chief Representative): Guy.DruDrury@cbi.org.uk  

 

Ben Cooper (Policy Analyst): Ben.Cooper@cbi.org.uk   
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