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Executive summary 
  

(*Access full sector-specific updates: architecture and design (2), automotive (1), aviation (3), banking and 

financial services (3), communications services (1), education (8), engineering (1), film (1), flight services 

(2), government (1), human resources (1), legal (3), pharmaceutical (2), real estate (1), and 

telecommunications (1)) 

 

 Airbus took additional steps in the expansion of its global footprint and its strategic partnership with 

China as construction got underway for the Airbus A330 Completion and Delivery Centre (C&DC) in 

Tianjin. (March) Read more here.  

 Alcatel-Lucent released its results for the fourth quarter of 2015, reporting that it was chosen by China 

Telecom to expand 4G LTE across 12 provinces in China in addition to deploying its carrier aggregation 

capability. (February) Read more here.  

 Arup was appointed for the feasibility study on developing Hong Kong’s first smart city district. (March) 

Read more here.  
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 AstraZeneca announced that it had entered into a licencing agreement with China Medical System 

Holdings Ltd. for the commercialisation rights in China to its calcium channel blocker, Plendil 

(felodipine). (February) Read more here.  

 Atkins on a major consultancy contract for water supply for new housing developments in Hong Kong. 

(March) Read more here.  

 Baker & McKenzie announced that it is advising Link Real Estate Investment Trust on its agreed 

purchase of Trade and Industry Development Tower of No. 700 Nathan Road in Kowloon for HK$5.91 

billion. (February) Read more here.  

 Birmingham City University announced that Yifan Ling, a best-selling graphic artist from Beijing who 

graduated from Birmingham City University in 2006, was presented with the Professional Achievement 

Award in the Education U.K. Alumni Awards 2016, organised by the British Council. (March) Read 

more here.  

 Boeing and China Development Bank Financial Leasing Co. Ltd. celebrated the delivery of the first 

Next-Generation 737 from the lessor’s order book to China Eastern Airlines. (February) Read more here.  

 The British Film Institute (BFI) announced that it is making a hand-picked selection of outstanding 

British independent and world cinema titles available to audiences across China exclusively through a 

partnership with iQIYI. (March) Read more here.  

 CBRE was honoured with an ‘Outstanding Member of the Year’ award by the China General Chamber 

of Commerce – U.S.A. (January) Read more here.  

 The City of London Corporation welcomed the appointment of Sir Danny Alexander as a vice-

president at the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank. (February) Read more here.  

 De Montfort University Leicester announced that more than 400 people were treated to a spectacular 

display of colour at the De Montfort University Leicester Chinese New Year Gala. (February) Read 

more here.  

 Eversheds announced that its Hong Kong office had been named International Law Firm for Dispute 

Resolution and Energy, Projects, and Infrastructure by China Business Law Journal. (February) Read 

more here.  

 Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer announced that it had advised CITIC Limited on the sale of its 

Chinese residential property assets to China Overseas Land and Investment Limited. (March) Read more 

here.  

 Gatwick Airport announced that airlines will fly 20 new long haul routes from Gatwick this year – 

including Hong Kong (Cathay Pacific) – moving it into the premier league of European airports that fly 

more than 50 long haul routes. (March) Read more here.  

 GKN announced that GKN Aerospace had gained a contract with AVIC Commercial Aircraft Engine Co. 

Ltd. of China to supply low pressure turbine shafts for the new CJ1000 high-bypass turbofan jet engine 

being developed to power Chinese commercial jet airliners. (February) Read more here.  

 GlaxoSmithKline (GSK) announced that it will form a new public health institute in Beijing to help 

China tackle the health threats posed by antibiotic resistance and infectious diseases. (March) Read more 

here.  

 Harvey Nash and the University of Hong Kong Business School announced the launch of the 2016 

Women’s Directorship Programme, which will include six modules over two three-day sessions in May 

and September 2016. (March) Read more here.  

 Heathrow released its traffic and business commentary for February 2016, reporting cargo volumes 

were up 12% to China. (March) Read more here. 
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 Heriot-Watt University and the Confucius Institute for Business and Communication celebrated 

Chinese New Year with a special concert. (February) Read more here.  

 HSBC announced that it will introduce HSBC Safeguard in Hong Kong, a series of initiatives intended 

to enhance the protection for its customers against fraud and financial crime. (March) Read more here.  

 Jaguar Land Rover announced that its sales in China for February 2016 were up 14% compared to the 

same month a year earlier. (March) Jaguar Land Rover was proud to be the “Headline Sponsor” of 

Design Shanghai, Asia’s leading international design event, for the third year running. (March) Dr. Ralf 

Speth, Jaguar Land Rover Global CEO, visited Beijing. (February) Read more here.  

 J.P. Morgan partnered with the China Foundation for Poverty Alleviation in support of small business 

development. (March) Read more here.  

 Mott MacDonald was appointed by the Airport Authority of Hong Kong to undertake the detailed 

design of a 2.6-kilometre set of tunnels to house the automated people mover and baggage handling 

systems, which will serve the third runway concourse of the proposed expansion into a three-runway 

system at Hong Kong International Airport. (January) Read more here.  

 Northumbria University announced that business leaders came together at an international forum 

hosted by the University’s Newcastle Business School to explore trade opportunities with China. 

(February) Read more here.  

 Oxford Brookes University announced that teaching is due to begin at its brand-new Confucius 

Institute in early 2016. (January) Read more here.  

 Pearson released its preliminary full year results for 2015, reporting that Wall Street English achieved 

strong revenue growth in China, reflecting success in the premium segment and the growth in VIP 

branded offerings. (February) Read more here.  

 UBS presented a comprehensive programme of public, client, and employee activities during the fourth 

edition of Art Basel’s show in Hong Kong, which took place from 24-26 March at the Hong Kong 

Convention and Exhibition Centre. (March) Read more here.  

 The University of Birmingham announced that a University of Birmingham expert had launched a 

major new book which could kick-start research and debate around how talented Chinese professionals 

and entrepreneurs are returning to help shape the economic future of China and the wider world. 

(February) Read more here.  

 The University of Nottingham announced that Nottingham and its sister city of Ningbo in China 

reached a historic deal to become the first U.K. and Chinese authorities to embark on a five-year 

agreement to develop closer trade, civic, cultural, and educational ties. (February) The University of 

Nottingham announced that the University of Nottingham Ningbo China and the People’s Bank of China 

signed a contract to establish the Inclusive Finance Research Centre. (March) The University of 

Nottingham announced that the University of Nottingham Ningbo China is set to become a leading 

player in Building Information Modeling research and education. (March) Read more here.  

 According to the sixth annual ranking announced by WPP and Millward Brown, the total value of the 

BrandZ Top 100 Most Valuable Chinese Brands rose 13% to US$525.6 billion in the last year despite 

China’s slowing economic growth. The highest new entries are Huawei (No.7; US$18.5 billion) and 

online retailer JD.com (No.15; US$9.4 billion). (March) Read more here.  
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Architecture and design 
 

CBI member Arup was appointed for the feasibility study on developing Hong Kong’s first smart city 

district. This is a flagship project and the first-of-its-kind in Hong Kong, 

following the government’s visionary strategy to develop Hong Kong into 

a leading digital city. It will seek ways to transform Kowloon East, an old 

district including the decommissioned Kai Tak Airport and the 

surrounding industrial areas, into a new sustainable CBD to support 

economic growth and strengthen the city’s global competitiveness. As the 

lead consultant of this 18-month feasibility study, Arup’s tasks include 

formulating a smart city framework, proof of concept trials, implementation strategy, and business model as 

well as advising on a centralised digital infrastructure and cyber security to support Internet of Things (IoT) 

and big data application. Read more here.  

 

CBI member Atkins won a major consultancy contract for water supply for new housing developments in 

Hong Kong. Awarded by the Hong Kong Water Supplies Department (WSD), Atkins will investigate, 

design, construct, and commission the proposed water supply system for the housing developments in the 

Sheung Shui and Fanling areas of Hong Kong. Construction is scheduled to commence in early 2018 for 

phased completion of the water supply system by December 2022. Read more here.  

 

Automotive 
 

CBI member Jaguar Land Rover reported its’ best ever February retail sales of 37,494 vehicles, up 31% on 

February 2015. The company sold 83,510 vehicles in the first two months of 2016, up 27% compared to the 

same period in the previous year. Retail sales for February were up year-on-year across all regions. Sales in 

China for February were up 14% on the same month in the previous year, representing a second consecutive 

month of year-on-year growth in the China market. Jaguar sales were led by the new XE and MY2016 XF 

while both locally produced vehicles – the Range Rover Evoque and Land Rover Discovery Sport – 

maintained their positive sales start to the year. Read more here.  

 

On 24 February 2016, Dr. Ralf Speth, Jaguar Land Rover Global CEO, visited Beijing. During his visit, he 

had an interview with CCTV in which he discussed the business outlook, the global auto market, and the 

international economic landscape. Click here to watch his full interview with CCTV.  

 

 

http://arup.com/
http://arup.com/News/2016_03_March/07_March_Arup_to_design_Hong_Kong_first_smart_city_district.aspx
http://www.atkinsglobal.com/en-GB
http://www.atkinsglobal.com/en-GB/media-centre/news-releases/2016/mar/2016-03-10hk
http://www.jaguarlandrover.com/gl/en/
http://newsroom.jaguarlandrover.com/zh-cn/jlr-corp/%E6%96%B0%E9%97%BB/2016/03/%E6%8D%B7%E8%B1%B9%E8%B7%AF%E8%99%8E2%E6%9C%88%E5%85%A8%E7%90%83%E9%94%80%E9%87%8F%E5%88%9B%E5%8E%86%E5%8F%B2%E4%BD%B3%E7%BB%A9-%E4%B8%AD%E5%9B%BD%E5%B8%82%E5%9C%BA%E5%90%8C%E6%AF%94%E5%A2%9E%E9%95%BF/?&locus=4
http://english.cntv.cn/2016/02/25/VIDEBmqYpxjHmi3ZNJd5Xp1M160225.shtml
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In additional news, Jaguar Land Rover was proud to be the “Headline Sponsor” of Design Shanghai, Asia’s 

leading international design event, for the third year running. On 09-12 March 2016, Design Shanghai 

welcomed over 50,000 guests over the four-day event. Jaguar Land Rover China showcased a number of its 

products, including the Jaguar F-PACE, the Range Rover Sport SVR, and had a live design studio where 

colleages from Jaguar Land Rover U.K.’s exterior design team provided live design demonstrations. Read 

more here.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://newsroom.jaguarlandrover.com/zh-cn/jlr-corp/%E6%96%B0%E9%97%BB/2016/03/%E8%AF%A0%E9%87%8A%E7%BB%8F%E5%85%B8%E8%8B%B1%E4%BC%A6%E7%BE%8E%E5%AD%A6-%E6%8D%B7%E8%B1%B9%E8%B7%AF%E8%99%8E%E4%BA%AE%E7%9B%B8%E4%BA%9A%E6%B4%B2%E9%A1%B6%E7%BA%A7%E5%9B%BD%E9%99%85%E8%AE%BE%E8%AE%A1%E7%9B%9B%E4%BC%9A%E8%AE%BE%E8%AE%A1%E4%B8%8A%E6%B5%B7/?&locus=3
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Aviation 
 

CBI member Airbus took additional steps in the expansion of its global footprint and its strategic 

partnership with China as construction got underway for the Airbus A330 Completion and Delivery Centre 

(C&DC) in Tianjin. The A330 C&DC will be co-located at the same site as the Airbus Tianjin A320 Family 

Final Assembly Line and the Airbus Tianjin 

Delivery Centre. In the summer of 2014, Airbus, 

the Tianjin Free Trade Zone (TJFTZ) and 

Aviation Industry Corporation of China (AVIC) 

signed a framework agreement on setting up an 

A330 C&DC in Tianjin. The A330 C&DC Tianjin 

will cover the aircraft completion activities, 

including cabin installation, aircraft painting and 

flight test, as well as aircraft delivery and customer flight acceptance. The A330 Family aircraft to be 

completed at the A330 C&DC Tianjin will be assembled in Toulouse while painting and cabin fitting will be 

performed in Tianjin. Read more here.  

 

 

http://www.airbus.com/
http://www.airbus.com/newsevents/news-events-single/detail/airbus-china-a330-widebody-completion-delivery-centre-construction-starts/
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Airbus also announced that the first A350-900 for Cathay Pacific Airways had completed its maiden flight 

in Toulouse. The aircraft will now enter the final 

phase of production, including cabin completion, 

further ground checks, and test flights before being 

prepared for delivery in the second quarter of the 

year. The aircraft will be the first of 48 A350 XWBs 

acquired by Cathay Pacific. Cathay Pacific’s A350 

XWB fleet will include 22 A350-900s and 26 of the 

larger A350-1000s for operation on long- and 

medium-haul services. Bringing new levels of 

efficiency and comfort in the long range market, the 

A350 XWB family will be especially well suited to 

the needs of Asia-Pacific airlines. Firm orders from 

carriers in the region for the new aircraft already total 241, representing over a third of total sales for the 

A350 XWB to date. Read more here.  

 

CBI member Boeing and China Development Bank Financial Leasing Co. Ltd. (CDB Leasing) celebrated 

the delivery of the first Next-Generation 737 from the lessor’s order 

book to China Eastern Airlines. It marks the first of 30 Boeing 737NG 

CDB Leasing has on order. The Next-Generation 737-800 delivered to 

China Eastern Airlines features the airlines’ refreshed interior and the 

signature elements of Boeing’s innovative Sky interior with modern 

sculpted sidewalls and window reveals, larger pivoting overhead 

stowage bins, and LED lighting that enhances the sense of spaciousness. 

Based in Shenzhen, CDB Leasing operates as a subsidiary of China 

Development Bank. Read more here.  

 

CBI member GKN announced that GKN Aerospace had gained a contract with AVIC Commercial Aircraft 

Engine Co. Ltd. (ACAE) of China to supply low pressure turbine (LPT) shafts for the new CJ1000 high-

bypass turbofan jet engine being developed to power Chinese commercial jet airliners. The LPT shafts will 

be delivered within 12 months for use in the CJ1000 engine test and development programme. They will be 

manufactured at the GKN Aerospace facility in Norway, which is a centre of excellence for engine shaft 

manufacture. Neil McManus, Senior Vice President Asia, GKN Aerospace, said, “This contract represents a 

milestone first agreement with ACAE of China for our engine systems operation and further strengthens our 

relationship with the Chinese aerospace industry. ACAE is an important customer, and this is a major 

programme in a key market. We believe the breadth of expertise we offer in LPT shaft manufacture, 

specifically, combined with our track record for product quality and consistency, was at the heart of this 

decision, and we look forward to strengthening and expanding our working relationship with the ACAE 

team and the Chinese aviation industry on this programme in the coming years.”  

 

Banking and financial services 
 

CBI member HSBC announced that it will introduce HSBC Safeguard in Hong Kong, a series of initiatives 

http://www.airbus.com/newsevents/news-events-single/detail/cathay-pacifics-first-a350-xwb-performs-its-maiden-flight-in-toulouse/
http://www.boeing.com/
http://boeing.mediaroom.com/2016-02-26-Boeing-CDB-Leasing-Celebrate-Delivery-of-First-Next-Generation-737
http://www.gkn.com/GKNChina/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.about.hsbc.com.hk/
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intended to enhance the protection for its customers against fraud and financial crime. These initiatives will 

strengthen the bank’s ability to combat criminal activity such as fraud, money laundering, and evading 

sanctions. To make this possible, HSBC will be approaching its customers to request up-to-date information. 

Read more here.  

 

CBI member J.P. Morgan announced a philanthropic programme, partnering with the China Foundation for 

Poverty Alleviation (CFPA) in support of the growth and expansion of Beijing Zhong He Nong Dao 

Technology Ltd. (ZHND), a social enterprise established by the CFPA. ZHND was set up in 2015 with the 

aim to increase the competitiveness and revenues generation of the low-income micro-entrepreneurs by 

improving the quality of their agricultural products and leveraging e-commerce platforms to expand their 

distribution channels. With the support of J.P. Morgan, the CFPA plans to expand its current network of 

ZHND project sites from 15 to 100 to cover more than 120,000 people in rural areas in three years. The 

partnership with the CFPA marks J.P. Morgan’s ongoing efforts to support small business development via 

philanthropic contributions in China. Last year, the firm partnered with the Non-Profit Incubator (NPI) and 

the Ai You Foundation in support of their training and development programmes, benefiting a total of more 

than 30 selected social enterprises. Read more here.  

 

CBI member UBS presented a comprehensive programme of public, client, and employee activities during 

the fourth edition of Art Basel’s show in Hong Kong, which took place from 24-26 March at the Hong Kong 

Convention and Exhibition Centre (HKCEC). Featuring 239 leading international galleries from 35 

countries, Art Basel in Hong Kong showcased the best in modern and contemporary art, particularly from 

the Asia and Asia-Pacific regions, which accounted for half of the galleries in the exhibition. Read more 

here.  

 

Communications services 
 

According to the sixth annual ranking announced by CBI member WPP and Millward Brown, the total 

value of the BrandZ Top 100 Most Valuable Chinese Brands rose 13% 

to US$525.6 billion in the last year despite China’s slowing economic 

growth. Tencent remains China’s most valuable brand, growing its 

brand value 24% to US$82.1 billion. For the first time ever, market-

driven brands – those that are owned by entrepreneurial companies – 

contribute more than half (51%) of the value of the China Top 100; 

evidence of China’s continuing transition to a market economy. These 

brands have taken full advantage of their freedom to innovate and 

generate value from technology. The robust increase in brand value 

reflects the continued optimism of Chinese consumers, and their 

confidence in the possibility of realising the ‘Chinese Dream’. It also 

demonstrates how resilient strong brands are in times of economic 

turbulence: China’s GDP growth was 6.9% in 2015, down from 7.3% the previous year. Tencent has held on 

to the top position through its successful ‘Connection’ strategy, which links users with content, services, and 

hardware that enhance their lives. It has monetized its social WeChat platform by partnering with JD.com to 

develop profitable new big data-backed marketing solutions, while TenPay is now China’s No. 2 online 

http://www.about.hsbc.com.hk/news-and-media
http://www.jpmorganchina.com.cn/country/cn/en/jpmorgan
http://www.jpmorganchina.com.cn/country/cn/en/detail/1320549229319
https://www.ubs.com/global/en.html
https://www.ubs.com/global/en/about_ubs/about_us/news/news.html/en/2016/02/29/ubs-celebrates-art-basel-with-a-new-and-enlarged-program-for-the-hong-kong-show.html
http://www.wpp.com/wpp/
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payment platform. The highest new entries are CBI member Huawei (No.7; US$18.5 billion) and online 

retailer JD.com (No.15; US$9.4 billion). Huawei has a strong worldwide presence, and its smartphone 

business has been a powerful growth engine. JD.com, a challenger to Alibaba, has benefited from the 

expansion of its mobile offering, the worldwide extension of its ecommerce platform, and partnerships with 

premium international brands. The BrandZ research also shows that Chinese brands are now as competitive 

as multinationals. They score more highly on two of the key factors that create competitive advantage – 

building brand awareness and connecting with consumers on both a functional and emotional level – but lag 

behind on differentiation. The increasing power of ‘home-grown’ brands may help to stem the current 

outflow of capital from China that is concerning economists. The BrandZ Top 10 Most Valuable Chinese 

Brands 2016 are as follows:  

 

 1. Tencent  

 2. China Mobile 

 3. Alibaba 

 4. ICBC 

 5. Baidu 

 6. China Construction Bank 

 7. Huawei 

 8. Agricultural Bank of China 

 9. Ping An 

 10. China Life 

 

Read more here.  

 

Education 
 

CBI member Birmingham City University announced that Yifan Ling, a best-selling graphic artist from 

Beijing who graduated from Birmingham City University in 

2006, was presented with the Professional Achievement 

Award in the Education U.K. Alumni Awards 2016, organised 

by the British Council. More widely known by her pen name, 

Buddy, Yifan has been creating manga comics professionally 

for 12 years. During this time, she has published more than 20 

books internationally and her online manga story ‘Guarding’ 

has been viewed by over 110 million people. Later this year, 

‘Guarding’ will be developed into a television show and a 

film in China and South Korea. Yifan studied for her 

postgraduate MA at Birmingham City University’s School of 

Visual Communication, one of the largest of its kind in the U.K. Over 250 guests were present in Beijing to 

see the Chinese winners announced on 19 March at the event which also marked the culmination of the first 

ever U.K.-China Education Policy week. The ceremony followed months of searching, with nine finalists 

selected from a global pool of more than 800 applicants. Following in-depth interviews with a judging panel, 

the Chinese recipients were chosen for three award categories: Professional Achievement, Entrepreneurial, 

http://www.huawei.com/en
http://www.wpp.com/wpp/press/2016/mar/21/brandz-top-100-most-valuable-chinese-brands-2016/
http://www.bcu.ac.uk/
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and Social Impact. Read more here.  

 

CBI member De Montfort University Leicester announced that more than 400 people were treated to a 

spectacular display of colour at the De Montfort 

University Leicester (DMU) Chinese New Year Gala. 

Held for the first time at the University’s new event space, 

The Venue@DMU, the gala showcased traditional 

Chinese performances, including dancing, singing, and 

instrumentals. Bringing together Chinese and Western 

culture, De Montfort Students’ Union societies performed 

on stage as well as local schools. DMU’s Confucius 

Institute works closely with Leicestershire schools, 

helping children to learn about Chinese culture and 

language. James Gardner, Pro Vice-Chancellor for 

Strategic and International Partnerships, opened the 

evening and said, “We are proud of our diverse student 

community at DMU, home to students from more than 130 countries, and we take great pleasure in 

celebrating the different traditions.” Read more here.  

 

CBI member Heriot-Watt University and the Confucius Institute for Business and Communication 

celebrated Chinese New Year with a special 

concert. The musical programme, titled ‘Music is 

the Bridge’, featured a repertoire of songs and 

music from around the world. The concert was 

followed by a reception which featured a Chinese 

tea ceremony, calligraphy, refreshments, and an 

exhibition showcasing Heriot-Watt’s links with 

China. President Li Wei’an and his colleagues and 

student musicians from Heriot-Watt’s Confucius 

Institute partner, Tianjin University of Finance and 

Economics, Zhang Limin, Deputy Consul General from the Chinese Consulate in Edinburgh, and Yan Li, 

First Secretary of Education from the Chinese Embassy in London, were all welcomed to the event by 

University Principal Professor Richard A. Williams. Read more here.  

 

CBI member Northumbria University announced that business leaders came together at an international 

forum hosted by the University’s Newcastle Business 

School to explore trade opportunities with China. High-

ranking officials from organisations including the 

Chinese Embassy, the U.K. government, the British 

Council, the China-Britain Business Council (CBBC), 

the Newcastle City Council, U.K. Trade and Investment 

(UKTI), the Newcastle Gateshead Initiative, and 

universities spoke at the North East China Business 

forum. The event, held at the Civic Centre in Newcastle, 

http://www.bcu.ac.uk/news-events/news/yifan-ling-winner
http://dmu.ac.uk/home.aspx
http://www.dmu.ac.uk/about-dmu/news/2016/february/hundreds-attend-dmu's-chinese-new-year-gala-16021352.aspx
http://www.hw.ac.uk/index.htm
http://www.hw.ac.uk/news/chinese-new-year-concert.htm
https://www.northumbria.ac.uk/
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also marked the launch of the 9
th

 China-U.K. Entrepreneurship Challenge competition – an international 

drive to encourage U.K. businesses and venture capitalists to support student start-up businesses looking to 

build commercial relationships in China. Professor Yu Xiong, Chair of Technology and Operations 

Management at Newcastle Business School and organiser of the Forum, said, “We hope to use this event to 

progress innovation-sharing partnerships and to show businesses in the region how they can work with 

China,” and went on to say, “I’m also delighted that just a year after joining the China-U.K. 

Entrepreneurship Challenge, an event hosted by Newcastle Business School has been selected to launch this 

year’s competition. The initiative, which is becoming increasingly popular with universities, brings together 

businesses and student-led start-ups looking to develop commercial relationships and open up market 

opportunities through collaborations between China and the UK.” Read more here.  

 

CBI member Oxford Brookes University announced that teaching is due to begin at its brand-new 

Confucius Institute in early 2016. In 

October 2015, Oxford Brookes hosted 

representatives from China to officially 

launch a Confucius Institute at the 

University. At the launch event in 

November 2015, staff from the 

University were joined by 

representatives from China and 

members of Brookes Union’s Chinese 

Students and Scholars Association. The 

launch was timed to coincide with 

Chinese President Xi Jinping’s visit to 

the U.K. The Confucius Institute at 

Oxford Brookes is one of only 29 in the U.K., and it will concentrate on publishing – an area of excellent 

international reputation both at the University and across Oxfordshire. This will be the first Confucius 

Institute in Europe with such a focus. Angus Phillips, Head of the School of Art at Oxford Brookes will 

serve as the Director of the Confucius Institute and the Deputy Director, who will lead on daily operations, 

is currently being recruited. The establishment of the Confucius Institute is an exciting opportunity for 

Oxford Brookes to strengthen its existing links with China and allow it to promote an understanding of one 

of the world’s oldest, continuous civilisations and the biggest, most diverse and fast-changing countries. One 

obvious benefit of the initiative will be that the University’s profile will be raised in China, and it will be 

regarded as a serious player in the Chinese market for the recruitment of students and for research and 

knowledge exchange activity. Oxford Brookes is home to the Oxford International Centre for Publishing 

Studies (OICPS), one of the leading centres for publishing education in the world. OICPS already has strong 

links in China, including a research co-operation with Peking University. Over 50 students from China have 

studied publishing at Oxford Brookes in the last 10 years, and many of its alumni hold prominent positions 

in the Chinese publishing industry. The Confucius Institute will be based on the Headington Campus within 

Headington Hill Hall and will provide Chinese language teaching training and services for people in the 

Oxford area, test and develop resources for online language learning, design and publish books on Chinese 

themes, and organise staff and student cultural exchange programmes and exhibitions of Chinese literature, 

culture, and art. In addition, training programmes will be carried out for professionals from publishing 

houses in China, and a Visiting Scholar programme will facilitate research into the links between the 

https://www.northumbria.ac.uk/about-us/news-events/news/2016/02/regions-leaders-discuss-trade-opportunities-with-china/
http://www.brookes.ac.uk/
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publishing industries in the two countries. Read more here.  

 

CBI member Pearson released its preliminary full year results for 2015, reporting that Wall Street English 

(WSE) achieved strong revenue growth in China, reflecting success in the premium segment and the growth 

in VIP branded offerings. Overall enrolments grew modestly to over 67,000 with new enrolments growing 

strongly. Pearson launched the New Student Experience (NSE) in six pilot centres during December 2015. 

The NSE delivers a major upgrade to the Wall Street English service with adaptive, personalised learning 

incorporating Pearson’s Global Scale of English. Read more here.  

 

CBI member The University of Birmingham announced that a University of Birmingham expert had 

launched a major new book which could kick-start research and 

debate around how talented Chinese professionals and 

entrepreneurs are returning to help shape the economic future 

of China and the wider world. Dr. Yipeng Liu from the 

Birmingham Business School joined Professor Huiyao Wang, 

the Founder and President of the Centre of China and 

Globalisation (CCG), a global think tank in Beijing, to co-edit 

‘Entrepreneurship and Talent Management from a Global 

Perspective – Global Returnees’. The book was launched at a 

special workshop, held at Birmingham Business School, which 

attracted guest academic speakers from Italy, Denmark, and the U.K. Read more here.  

 

The University of Birmingham and Huazhong University of Science and Technology (HUST) signed a new 

agreement to work together on research and learning. The 

partnership strengthens existing collaboration between the two 

universities, which have committed to exploring research areas 

of common strength and interest. Academics from the two 

universities will now discuss working together across a range of 

research areas as diverse as engineering, environmental sciences, 

and nursing. The institutions want to build on existing teaching 

agreements in mechanical engineering and railways as well as 

exploring possibilities around mathematics, environmental sciences, nursing, and chemistry. Read more here.  

 

CBI member The University of Nottingham announced that Nottingham and its sister city of Ningbo in 

China reached a historic deal to become the first U.K. and Chinese authorities to embark on a five-year 

agreement to develop closer trade, civic, cultural, and educational ties. It forms part of Nottingham’s 

ambition to be the U.K.’s most China-friendly city. The Nottingham - Ningbo deal was struck at a U.K. and 

China government-to-government conference (called JETCO) being hosted in Birmingham by U.K. 

Business Secretary Sajid Javid. Building on the pioneering work of the University of Nottingham, which 

established a China campus in Ningbo over a decade ago, Nottingham aims to become the U.K.’s most 

China-friendly city, and both the U.K. and Chinese governments see Nottingham and Ningbo as leading the 

way in joint city-to-city working, with the Chinese government keen to hold the close relationship between 

the two cities as a shining example it wants other Chinese cities to replicate. The Nottingham – Ningbo five-

year plan, which follows hot off the heels of President Xi Jinping’s historic visit to the U.K. in October, will 

http://www.brookes.ac.uk/about-brookes/news/teaching-due-to-begin-at-the-confucius-institute/
https://www.pearson.com/about-us.html
https://www.pearson.com/news/announcements/2016/february/pearson-2015-results.html
http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/index.aspx
http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/news/latest/2016/02/Birmingham-expert-helps-understand-impact-of-Chinese-change.aspx
http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/news/latest/2016/03/The-University-of-Birmingham-and-Huazhong-University-of-Science-and-Technology-agree-teaching-and-research-collaboration.aspx
http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/
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seek to increase and promote mutual investment and trade opportunities between the two cities. The deal 

included:  

 

o Funding to establish trade and investment offices in Nottingham and Ningbo to support economic 

objectives. Working alongside and in collaboration with the University of Nottingham’s award-

winning Asia Business Centre.   

 

o Initiatives to help Midlands firms establish trade and export opportunities in China and attract further 

Chinese firms to Nottingham to help create job opportunities for local people. 

 

o Special support services developed to enable both business communities to more easily establish 

bases in Nottingham and Ningbo.  

 

o Support will be given to Nottingham students to access courses/internships in Ningbo (and vice 

versa), more sister school opportunities to be created to build on a number of Nottingham schools 

which are already linked to counterparts in Ningbo, and the development of opportunities for 

Nottingham pupils to learn Mandarin.  

 

o Civic, cultural, and sporting ties expanded to include strong links and collaboration between 

Ningbo’s Micro Film business park and Nottingham’s Micro Film businesses. It is hoped the 

agreement will lead to Chinese film companies using talent from Nottingham’s growing creative, 

digital, and tech industries to make innovative new microfilms.   

 

o Opportunities for Nottingham’s sporting teams to establish links with Ningbo, including establishing 

summer schools and vice versa; building on an initial link with Nottingham Forest and to support 

Nottingham to become the U.K.’s capital for China’s national sport, table tennis. 

 

The deal will further strengthen cultural links between the two cities which will see events to celebrate 

Christmas in Ningbo and plans to expand celebrations of Chinese New Year in Nottingham – with the city 

already having one of the largest Chinese student populations in the U.K., which brings nearly £130m of 

benefit to the East Midlands economy.  

 

In additional news, the University of Nottingham announced that the University of Nottingham Ningbo 

China (UNNC) and the People’s Bank of China signed a 

contract to establish the Inclusive Finance Research Centre. 

The establishment of the centre will help integrate the financial 

sector and university resources, create a platform for 

collaborative research, and provide research support and policy 

recommendations for the construction of the previously formed 

Inclusive Finance Demonstration Area in Ningbo. Ningbo is 

the first representative city to set up inclusive finance 

development, which helps to provide micro-financing for 

goods and services in deprived or vulnerable communities. Read more here.  

 

http://www.nottingham.edu.cn/en/news/2016/unnc-bank-of-china-set-up-key-finance-support-centre.aspx
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The University of Nottingham also announced that the University of Nottingham Ningbo China (UNNC) is 

set to become a leading player in Building Information Modeling (BIM) 

research and education. BIM is intelligent 3D model-based software, 

which allows architects, engineers, builders, and suppliers to more 

efficiently plan, design, construct, and manage major projects. BIM is 

increasingly regarded as an industry global standard and is set to be rolled 

out across the booming Chinese construction sector over the next five years. UNNC recently opened its 

brand new Digital City Infrastructure and Technology Innovation Lab (D-CiTi), which will support up-to-

date BIM training, innovation, standards, and implementation. From autumn 2016, the university will also 

become the first Chinese institution to offer the U.K. Master’s course in Geospatial Engineering with BIM. 

With the Chinese government setting the end of 2020 as the target date for big construction and design 

companies to be BIM-ready, the university is confident that the course will attract both domestic and foreign 

students keen to keep abreast of industry innovation. Read more here.  

 

Engineering 
 

CBI member Mott MacDonald was appointed by the Airport Authority of Hong Kong (AAHK) to 

undertake the detailed design of a 2.6-kilometre set of tunnels to house the automated people mover and 

baggage handling systems, which will serve the third runway concourse of the proposed expansion into a 

three-runway system at Hong Kong International Airport (HKIA). The project consists of multiple cell cut-

and-cover tunnels, which will connect Terminal 2 and an automated people mover depot at one end, with the 

proposed third runway concourse at the other. Most of the tunnels will be constructed on newly reclaimed 

land supporting the expansion of HKIA. This appointment strengthens Mott MacDonald’s position in the 

tunnel sector in Hong Kong and the wider Asia-Pacific region and reaffirms the consultancy’s leading 

position with the AAHK. The consultancy is currently working as part of a joint venture to deliver the 

Midfield Concourse, which opened on schedule at the end of 2015. Mott MacDonald also completed the 

environmental impact assessment for the planned expansion of HKIA, enabling the development to proceed, 

and is also part of the team undertaking the detailed design for the 650ha land reclamation. The consultancy 

was also recently appointed to carry out the environmental monitoring and audit for the expansion of HKIA 

over the next decade. Read more here.  

 

Film 
 

CBI member The British Film Institute (BFI) announced that it is making a hand-picked selection of 

outstanding British independent and world cinema titles available to audiences across China exclusively 

through a partnership with iQIYI, China’s largest VoD platform. Through this unique approach, the BFI is 

using its brand to help build audiences for British independent and specialised film in the world’s most 

rapidly expanding film economy. At launch, the BFI Collection for iQIYI includes 20 feature titles, which 

have all premiered at the BFI London Film Festival (LFF). More titles are being added as the collection 

continues to develop, and the BFI is now looking to forge further such partnerships around the world. The 

partnership with iQIYI is the latest development in the BFI’s work in China. As the U.K.’s lead organisation 

for film, the BFI has identified China as a key international territory due to the rapid growth of its film 

http://www.nottingham.edu.cn/en/news/2016/unnc-set-to-become-bim-research-and-education-leader.aspx
https://www.mottmac.com/
https://www.mottmac.com/releases/mott-macdonald-to-design-passenger-and-baggage-tunnels-at-hong-kong-international-airport
http://www.bfi.org.uk/
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industry and works extensively with counterparts and colleagues across China to foster cultural and 

industrial exchange between the British and Chinese film industries. Read more here.  

 

Flight services 
 

CBI member Gatwick Airport announced that airlines will fly 20 new long haul routes from Gatwick this 

year – including Hong Kong (Cathay Pacific) – moving it into the premier league of European airports that 

fly more than 50 long haul routes. Read more here.  

 

CBI member Heathrow Airport Limited released its traffic and business commentary for February 2016, 

reporting cargo volumes were up 12% to China. Read more here.  

 

Government 
 

CBI member The City of London Corporation welcomed the appointment of Sir Danny Alexander as a 

vice-president at the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank. Mark Boleat, Policy Chairman for the City of 

London Corporation, said, “Sir Danny Alexander’s appointment as a vice-president at the Asian 

Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) is a welcome announcement. The experience he will bring to the 

table as the former Chief Secretary to the U.K. Treasury will be a real asset for the bank, and the City of 

London looks forward to supporting him in confirming the U.K.’s role as a key member of the institution. 

The U.K. fully recognises the strategic importance of the AIIB, which is why we were the first major 

western country to back its creation last year. The City of London matches that view and strongly endorses 

the AIIB as we believe the U.K.’s involvement can help to unlock enormous financial sector opportunities 

across Asia for British firms.” Read more here.   

 

Human resources 
 

CBI member Harvey Nash and the University of Hong Kong Business School announced the launch of the 

2016 Women’s Directorship Programme, which will include six modules over two three-day sessions in 

May and September 2016. The Women’s Directorship Programme was created in 2013, with the aim of 

enabling participants to become effective board members and serving to increase the supply of board-ready 

women executives across geographies and business sectors. Led by faculty members of HKU Business 

School, the Women’s Directorship Programme offers a unique combination of lectures and academic 

leadership theories, plus real life case studies and practical insights delivered by international business 

leaders as guest speakers. The involvement of senior business leaders sets the programme apart, providing 

unprecedented levels of access to their boardroom insights and experiences. Read more here.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.bfi.org.uk/sites/bfi.org.uk/files/downloads/bfi-press-release-partnership-iqiyi-china-vod-service-2016-03-24.pdf
http://www.gatwickairport.com/business-community/
http://www.mediacentre.gatwickairport.com/press-releases/2016/2016-03-10-gatwick-to-launch-20-new-long-haul-routes-this-year.aspx
http://mediacentre.heathrow.com/
http://mediacentre.heathrow.com/pressrelease/details/81/Corporate-operational-24/6041
http://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/Pages/default.aspx
http://news.cityoflondon.gov.uk/city-of-london-welcomes-the-appointment-of-sir-danny-alexander-as-a-vice-president-heading-communications-at-aiib/
http://www.harveynash.com/hk/
http://www.harveynash.com/hk/news-blogs/news/harvey-nash-and-hku-launch-programme-to-boost-gender-balance-on-boards.asp
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Legal 
 

CBI member Baker & McKenzie announced that it is advising Link Real Estate Investment Trust (Link 

REIT) on its agreed purchase of Trade and Industry Development Tower of No. 700 Nathan Road in 

Kowloon for HK$5.91 billion. The property, a retail-cum-office building with connection to Mongkok MTR 

station, was sold by The Financial Secretary Incorporated of the Government by way of government open 

tender. Other than some leased shops on the ground floor, the remainder of the building, once occupied by 

government departments, is vacant. Completion is anticipated to take place in April 2016 in accordance with 

the terms of the tender agreement. Read more here.  

 

CBI member Eversheds announced that its Hong Kong office had been named International Law Firm for 

Dispute Resolution and Energy, Projects, and Infrastructure by China Business Law Journal. Eversheds saw 

off competition from dozens of other international and local firms to win two of the most important awards. 

The winners were selected by China Business Law Journal following extensive client consultation. The full 

results are published in a special report in the February edition of China Business Law Journal. Read more 

here.  

 

CBI member Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer announced that it had advised CITIC Limited (CITIC) on the 

sale of its Chinese residential property assets to China Overseas Land and Investment Limited (China 

Overseas). Upon completion of the transaction, CITIC will hold approximately 10% of the entire issued 

share capital of China Overseas and certain assets owned by China Overseas. The transaction is estimated to 

be approximately RMB 31 billion (US$4.8 billion) in value. The transaction remains subject to shareholder 

and regulatory approvals. CITIC is one of China’s largest conglomerates, with a broad range of businesses 

including financial services, resources, real estate, and infrastructure. China Overseas is one of China’s 

leading property developers. Read more here.  

 

Pharmaceutical 
 

CBI member AstraZeneca announced that it had entered into a licencing agreement with China Medical 

System Holdings Ltd. (CMS) for the commercialisation rights in China to its calcium channel blocker, 

Plendil (felodipine). Plendil was first approved in China in 1995 for the treatment of hypertension or high 

blood pressure and in 2015 achieved product sales of US$189 million. Under the terms of the agreement, 

CMS will pay AstraZeneca US$310 million for the licence to sell Plendil in China. AstraZeneca will 

maintain a significant, long-term interest in the future value derived from Plendil sales in China and will 

manufacture and supply the medicine to CMS. AstraZeneca will retain the global rights to Plendil outside 

China. The transaction does not include the transfer of any AstraZeneca employees or facilities. Read more 

here.  

 

CBI member GlaxoSmithKline (GSK) announced that it will form a new public health institute in Beijing 

to help China tackle the health threats posed by antibiotic resistance and infectious diseases. The Institute for 

Infectious Diseases and Public Health aims to create sustainable, affordable treatment options for patients in 

China by aligning GSK’s research and development (R&D) capabilities in infectious diseases with the 

http://www.bakermckenzie.com/AsiaPacific/
http://www.bakermckenzie.com/news/Baker--McKenzie-advises-Link-REIT-on-its-agreed-purchase-of-Trade-and-Industry-Department-Tower-of-No-700-Nathan-Road-Kowloon-02-26-2016/
http://www.eversheds.com/global/en/index.page
https://press.eversheds.com/news/23163/eversheds-hong-kong-scoops-prestigious-china-business-law-awards
http://www.freshfields.com/en/global/
http://www.freshfields.com/NewsAndInsightsDetail.aspx?id=2147959355&LangId=-1
https://www.astrazeneca.com/
https://www.astrazeneca.com/our-company/media-centre/press-releases/2016/AstraZeneca-enters-licensing-agreement-with-China-Medical-System-Holdings-for-hypertension-medicine-29022016.html
http://www.gsk.com/
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country’s public health interests and will act as a focal point for academics, government, healthcare 

providers, and regulators. Focusing initially on treatments for infectious diseases, the institute will bring a 

three-year investment of over £20 million and more than 20 dedicated experts in medicine discovery, 

development, and epidemiology. Research to support the development in China of key assets from GSK’s 

innovative infectious diseases pipeline will be led by the institute, including clinical assets for HIV and 

multi-drug resistant bacterial infections. A development programme in multi-drug resistant TB for an asset 

currently in preclinical development will also be led by the new institute.  Almost 930,000 patients were 

diagnosed with TB in China in 2014.  Nearly 6% of new TB cases or 26% of previously treated cases are 

estimated to have MDR TB. If successfully developed, GSK intends to file the treatment’s first new drug 

application in China so that Chinese TB patients gain very early access.  This would be the first time GSK 

has submitted the primary NDA for a global asset in China. Partnership opportunities with academic and 

medical communities will be sought by the institute on selected public health interests, such as antimicrobial 

resistance surveillance and monitoring antibiotic use. Sitting within GSK’s existing global Infectious 

Disease R&D Unit, the institute will be led directly by Dr. Zhi Hong, Senior Vice President and head of the 

Infectious Diseases R&D Unit. The institute reflects GSK’s commitment to build on its established 

significant R&D presence in Shanghai and invest in bringing innovative approaches for public health 

challenges to China. 

 

Real estate 

 

CBI member CBRE was honoured with an ‘Outstanding Member of the Year’ award by the China General 

Chamber of Commerce – U.S.A. (CGCC), which is the largest non-profit organisation representing Chinese 

enterprises in the U.S. CBRE received the award at the CGCC Annual Gala held at the Waldorf Astoria New 

York. The ceremony was attended by more than 300 guests, including prominent business executives, 

political leaders, and partnering organisations from both China and the U.S. Read more here.  

 

Telecommunications 
 

CBI member Alcatel-Lucent released its results for the fourth quarter of 2015, reporting that it was chosen 

by China Telecom to expand 4G LTE across 12 provinces in China in addition to deploying its carrier 

aggregation capability, allowing LTE radios to combine multiple frequency bands to increase data speeds 

and lower latency. Read more here.  
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http://www.cbre.com/
http://www.cbre.com/about/media-center/cgcc-honors-cbre-with-outstanding-member-award
https://www.alcatel-lucent.com/
https://www.alcatel-lucent.com/press/2016/alcatel-lucent-reports-q4-2015-results
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For inputs or comments, please contact our Beijing office:  

 

Guy Dru Drury (Chief Representative): Guy.DruDrury@cbi.org.uk  

 

Ben Cooper (Policy Analyst): Ben.Cooper@cbi.org.uk   
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