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Executive summary 
 

 (*Access full sector-specific updates: architecture and design (2), automotive (5), aviation (2), banking and 

financial services (4), beverage (1), consumer brands (1), education (3), energy (1), fashion (1), film (1), 

flight services (2), hospitality (1), information and communications technology (1), legal (3), paper (1), 

professional services (3), rail (1), real estate (1), and recruitment (1)) 

 

 ABB announced that Solar Impulse 2, the world’s first solar-powered plane to travel around the world, 

landed in Chongqing as its first stop in China, with support from ABB. (March) Read more here.  

 AGA Rangemaster Group added a new recipe to home cookery in the world’s largest consumer market 

with the launch of the AGATC and Redfyre range-cooker brands in China. (March) Read more here. 

 Alstom announced that the joint venture of Alstom and Shanghai Rail Traffic Equipment Development 

Co. Ltd. had been awarded a contract worth about €72 million by Shanghai Songjiang Tramway 

Investment and Operation Co. Ltd. to provide 30 Citadis trams for the two first tramway lines of 

Songjiang, one of the suburban districts of Shanghai. (April) Read more here.  

 Atkins announced that the Atkins-designed, five-star Sheraton Zhanjiang Hotel had opened on 26 April 



 

 

CBI BEIJING: CELEBRATING CBI MEMBER SUCCESS IN CHINA 

 

Page 2 of 17 

 

APRIL 2015 

in Zhanjiang. (April) Read more here.  

 Baker & McKenzie and FenXun Partners became the first international and PRC law firms to enter into 

a Joint Operation in the China (Shanghai) Free Trade Zone. (April) Read more here.  

 Benoy was appointed by The Wharf Holdings to design its International Finance Square developments 

in Chongqing and Changsha. (April) Benoy was part of the Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA) 

exhibition ‘Great by Design: British Architecture—Asian Vision’ in Hong Kong. (April) Read more here.  

 Bentley Motors’ EXP 10 Speed 6 made its debut in China at 2015 Auto Shanghai. (April) Read more 

here.  

 British Airways state-of-the-art home, London Heathrow Terminal 5, won the award for the World’s 

Best Airport Terminal at the Skytrax World Airport Awards in Paris. (April) Read more here.  

 The British Film Institute (BFI) announced U.K. activity at the Beijing International Film Festival. 

(April) Read more here.  

 Clifford Chance advised a group of 26 underwriters on GF Securities’ HK$28 billion (US$3.5 billion) 

listing on the Hong Kong Stock Exchange. (April) Read more here.  

 Cluttons announced that Dragon City, which is under construction in the southwest corner of Diyar Al 

Muharraq City in Bahrain, had already pre-let more than 60% of its space. Appointed by Chinamex, one 

of China’s largest overseas trading companies, Cluttons is the official leasing agent of the multi-million 

dollar retail project. (March) Read more here.  

 Deloitte was recognised as an “A-class Accounting Firm” in Shanghai by the Shanghai Institute of 

Certified Public Accountants. (December 2014) Read more here.  

 Diageo released its interim management statement for the nine months ended on 31 March 2015, 

reporting its net sales grew 13% in mainland China, driven by the recovery of its baijiu business. (April) 

Read more here.  

 Eversheds announced that it had advised Oriental Patron Asia Ltd. and Oriental Patron Securities Ltd. 

on the HK$132 million initial public offering of In Construction Holdings Ltd. (April) Read more here.  

 Ford Motor Company unveiled three members of its new Ford Performance line-up for the first time in 

the Asia-Pacific region at Auto Shanghai 2015. (April) Read more here.  

 GKN announced that the Chinese joint venture between GKN Automotive and HUAYA Automotive is 

investing US$850 million over the next five years to meet growing demand for the company’s driveline 

systems, all-wheel drive and hybrid technologies. (April) Read more here.  

 Goldman Sachs announced that the Goldman Sachs Foundation and the China Development Research 

Foundation had released their new report “Women’s Entrepreneurship in China: A New Opportunity for 

Growth”. (April) Read more here.  

 Harvey Nash and the University of Hong Kong Business School announced the 2015 instalment of the 

Women’s Directorship Programme, which will be held in Hong Kong in May and September. (April) 

Read more here.  

 Heathrow Airport Limited released its traffic and business commentary for March 2015, reporting 

passenger volumes to China were up 20.2%. (April) Read more here.  

 HSBC announced that the HSBC 150
th

 Anniversary Banknote public subscription and auction 

application, which began on 05 March and ended on 21 March, had been completed. (April) Read more 

here.  

 Huawei announced that Huawei Consumer Business Group had unveiled the Huawei P8 smartphone at 

the legendary Old Billingsgate, London’s renowned arts and fashion venue. (April) Read more here.  

 InterContinental Hotels Group (IHG) launched “Zhou Dao”, its global China Ready Programme for 
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hotels around the world. (April) Read more here.  

 Jaguar Land Rover acted as the title sponsor of Design Shanghai, the most successful design trade 

event in China, for the second year in a row. (March) Jaguar Land Rover supported the britainNOW 

event in Shanghai to mark 2015 as the Sino-U.K. Year of Cultural Exchange. (April) Read more here. 

 James Cropper announced that its representatives visited China in early March as part of the business 

delegation from Great Britain at the GREAT Festival of Creativity and Trade, organised by U.K. Trade 

and Investment. (March) Read more here.  

 KPMG announced that a team of four top students from Lingnan University in Hong Kong, the winners 

of the KPMG BA Paper 2014, headed to Dubai to take on teams from 27 countries at the global final of 

the KPMG International Case Competition. (April) Read more here.  

 Lancaster University announced that eight international research partnership agreements had been 

signed between Chinese and U.K. businesses at a special ceremony at Lancaster University. (April) Read 

more here.  

 The London Taxi Company announced that Geely will invest £250 million to build a new state-of-the-

art research, development, and assembly facility for it as the group prepares for the introduction of the 

next-generation electric and ultra-low emission London Black Cab. (March) Read more here.  

 MasterCard’s President and CEO, Ajay Banga, addressed the timely topic of China’s One Belt, One 

Road initiative in his remarks before the China Development Forum. (March) Read more here.  

 PwC marked World Health Day by announcing the establishment of its Food Supply and Integrity 

Services business to help food companies, investors, and governments tackle food security, safety, and 

quality concerns. (April) Read more here.  

 Rolls-Royce announced that Air China had selected Rolls-Royce Trent 1000 engines and long-term 

TotalCare support. (March) Read more here.  

 Shell announced that it had been honoured by Daimler AG for its outstanding performance in the joint 

implementation of a lubricants after-sales business in China. (April) Read more here.  

 Standard Chartered announced that it had completed a transaction to provide RMB 50 million in 

cross-border RMB loans from its Singapore branch to Tianjin Eco-City Keppel New Energy 

Development Co. Ltd. (February) Read more here.  

 Ted Baker launched its spring/summer collection in Shanghai. (April) Read more here.  

 The University of Birmingham announced that 2014 had been a successful year for the Birmingham 

PASS Society in Hong Kong. (March) Read more here.  

 The University of Nottingham announced that library professionals from around China had gathered at 

the University of Nottingham Ningbo China (UNNC) for the first workshop of its kind aimed at building 

collaboration among Sino-foreign cooperative university libraries. (April) Read more here.  

 

(Photo compilation on following page, clockwise from top left: Bentley Motors’ EXP 10 Speed 6 makes its 

debut in China at 2015 Auto Shanghai, Ted Baker launches its spring/summer collection in Shanghai, AGA 

Rangemaster launches AGATC and Redfyre range-cooker brands in China, Benoy acts as part of RIBA 

exhibition ‘Great by Design: British Architecture—Asian Vision’ in Hong Kong, eight international 

research partnerships signed between Chinese and U.K. businesses at special ceremony at Lancaster 

University, Geely announces it will invest £250 million to build new research, development, and assembly 

facility for London Taxi Company, and MasterCard’s President and CEO, Ajay Banga, speaks at China 

Development Forum) 
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Architecture and design 
 

CBI member Atkins announced that the Atkins-designed, five-star Sheraton Zhanjiang Hotel had opened on 

26 April in Zhanjiang. The sea view is 

situated on the Leizhou Peninsula, close to 

the subtropical shore of the South China Sea, 

and is designed to fully utilise its coastline 

location to facilitate the tourism of the port 

city. Atkins was appointed by Guangdong 

Minda Investment Group to provide urban 

and architectural design for this sea view 

hotel project, made up of two towers: Tower 

A houses a 440-room hotel containing a 

2,800-square metre banquet area, while 

Tower B accommodates high-grade offices 

above a podium of entertainment spaces. 

Facing the shoreline, the twin towers stand in a V-shape formation, flanking a 50-metre-wide green belt, 

which will provide an outdoor green space for visitors. The architectural design of the hotel follows the 

theme of subtropical ocean. The intricate stepped façade alludes to seashells, while the sail-like roof 

membranes establish a nautical presence and dramatic skyline that can be seen both day and night. Ensuring 

Atkins’ client and end users can benefit the most from the unblocked sea view, the design has demonstrated 

the creative and innovative building solutions provided by Atkins’ architecture and urban design team in 

China. Zhanjiang is a port city with great potential for marine economic development. This newly-built 

iconic sea view hotel will become a tourist attraction to help the city develop its marine economy and 

improve the city’s competitiveness. This new hotel will boost Zhanjiang’s coastal and marine tourism and 

support the city's strategic plan of marine economic development. 

 

CBI member Benoy is involved in two further International Finance Square (IFS) Malls, which are being 

developed by major Hong Kong 

property company The Wharf Holdings 

(Wharf). Set to follow the success of 

the already completed Chengdu IFS, 

Wharf has appointed Benoy to design 

its IFS developments in Chongqing and 

Changsha. The new malls are located in 

fast-growing cities as Wharf launches 

and grows its commercial portfolio in 

China. Like Chengdu IFS which 

established a diverse “city within a city” 

commercial landmark in western China, the developments in Chongqing and Changsha will look to set a 

new benchmark for their catchments. Covering a total development area of 1,026,000 square metres, 

Changsha IFS will be located in the Furong District’s Jiefang Road in the core of the Central Business 

District (CBD). Ensuring ultimate connectivity and high footfalls, the scheme will be connected to the future 

http://www.atkinsglobal.com/en-GB
http://www.benoy.com/about
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underground interchange hub for metro lines 1 and 2. The mall will also act as an extension to one of the 

busiest pedestrian streets in China—Huang Xing Pedestrian Shopping Street—sitting opposite to the 

entrance of the well-known area. In Chongqing’s new CBD, where the Yangtze River meets the Jialing 

River, the site for Chongqing IFS is being developed as a joint venture between Wharf and China Overseas 

Land. Creating a highly efficient commercial footpring, the project combines four adjacent sites into one to 

form a stately and innovative masterplan. Two light railway lines are set to pass through the area with 

respective stations nearby, establishing excellent transportation links. Chongqing IFS is due for full 

completion in 2016, and Changsha IFS will complete in phases starting from 2016. Benoy’s scope for both 

projects includes masterplanning, retail architecture, interior and graphic design. 

 

Benoy was part of the Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA) exhibition ‘Great by Design: British 

Architecture—Asian Vision’ in Hong Kong. 

In partnership with U.K. Trade and 

Investment’s (UKTI) GREAT Week, the 

exhibition celebrated the international and 

collaborative nature of British architecture 

in Asia. Benoy’s Lan Kwai Fong Wuxi, a 

high-profile future project due to be 

completed in 2016, was shown alongside 

the firm’s built portfolio, including Hysan 

Place, Hong Kong and ION Orchard, 

Singapore. The exhibition featured 

animations, conceptual drawings, 

installations, and photography of the 

featured projects. Benoy has nearly seven 

decades of heritage as a British brand. The exhibition ran from 31 March to 11 April in Hong Kong. Read 

more here.  

 

Automotive 
 

CBI member Bentley Motors’ EXP 10 Speed 6 made its debut in China at 2015 Auto Shanghai. The 

concept shows the future direction of luxury and 

performance using the finest materials and 

advanced hybrid technology. EXP 10 Speed 6 is a 

British interpretation of a high performance two-

seater sportscar. From the racing success of the 

company’s early years to the international 

motorsport success of today, ‘speed’ is part of 

Bentley’s DNA. This inspiration is expressed 

throughout the EXP 10 Speed 6, where iconic 

Bentley design cues are fused with progressive 

craftsmanship techniques and modern technologies. 

Wolfgang Dürheimer, Chairman and Chief 

http://www.benoy.com/press/benoy-part-riba-great-design-exhibition-hong-kong
http://www.bentleymotors.com/en.html
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Executive of Bentley Motors, said, “Following on from its global debut last month in Geneva where it was 

the star of the show, the EXP 10 Speed 6 is now here in China, our second biggest market, to share our 

vision for Bentley’s future. This concept showcases modern automotive design, highly skilled British 

handcrafting, the finest materials, and advanced performance technology. This is not just a sports car 

concept, this is a Bentley sports car concept – a bold vision for a brand with a bold future. In China, Bentley 

is the leading luxury car brand. With the updated style, luxury, and performance features across the Bentley 

range for 2015, we are confident that our Chinese customers will continue to demonstrate great passion for 

our brand.” Read more here.  

 

CBI member Ford Motor Company unveiled three members of its new Ford Performance line-up for the 

first time in the Asia-Pacific region at Auto Shanghai 2015. The Ford GT, Ford Focus RS, and Focus ST 

joined the new Taurus, Focus, Explorer, and Edge in an exciting showcase of Ford’s latest vehicles and 

innovations. Read more here.  

 

CBI member GKN announced that the Chinese joint venture between GKN Automotive and HUAYA 

Automotive is investing US$850 million over the next five years to meet growing demand for the 

company’s driveline systems, all-wheel drive (AWD) and hybrid technologies. The investment further 

strengthens GKN’s position as the global leader in advanced driveline technologies. Construction of a large, 

new 22,000-square metre technical centre in Shanghai for the joint venture is due to complete in December 

2015. The facility, which will be part of the GKN global technology centre network, will provide research 

and development capability for complete driveline systems, including vehicle integration, software 

development, and vehicle testing capabilities. An 18-month recruitment programme for 200 highly skilled 

technologists and engineers is also underway. The company’s production capacity will also be substantially 

increased in plants across Shanghai, Chongqing, Wuhan, Changchun, and Yizheng, with a new assembly 

plant planned in Chengdu. GKN Powder Metallurgy will also expand its production capacity with a new 

plant in Danyang, due to open later this year. Read more here.  

 

CBI member Jaguar Land Rover acted as the title sponsor of Design Shanghai, the most successful design 

trade event in China, for the second year in a row. 

Design Shanghai, which ran from 27-30 March, 

doubled in size from 2014, with more than 300 

exhibitors and 60,000 visitors. Jaguar Land Rover 

showcased the best of automotive design at the 

exhibition, with displays including a selection of 

its award-winning vehicles and a cutaway of the 

F-TYPE. Guests at the show were also treated to a 

live 3D clay modelling demonstration by the 

Jaguar Design Studio. The Land Rover Design 

Studio also showcased a creative designer sharing 

their interior design process with visitors.  

 

 

 

http://www.bentleymedia.com/release/630/
http://corporate.ford.com/
https://media.ford.com/content/fordmedia/fap/cn/en/news/2015/04/20/Ford_Showcases_Performance_Line-up_at_Auto_China_2015.html
http://www.gkn.com/GKNChina/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.gkn.com/GKNChina/News/Pages/GKN-AUTOMOTIVE’S-CHINA-JV-TO-INVEST-US$850-MILLION-TO-DRIVE-GROWTH.aspx
http://www.jaguarlandrover.com/
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Jaguar Land Rover also supported the britainNOW event in Shanghai to mark 2015 as the Sino-U.K. Year of 

Cultural Exchange. Jaguar Land Rover China 

used the occasion to kick off a season of 

redefining people’s expectations of what 

Britishness means. With international panel 

discussions, cultural experiences, and 

interactive activities, britainNOW engaged 80 

mainstream Chinese media by showcasing a 

host of modern British cultural highlights. 

Jaguar Land Rover China’s Executive Vice 

President for Public Relations and Corporate 

Communications, Anthea Wang, and Carma 

Elliot, Minister for Culture and Education at 

the British Embassy in Beijing, addressed 

audiences on contemporary British culture and how differently people perceive it. In addition, Carole 

Kurowski, Twinings Brand Ambassador, vocalist Tia Ray, and music producer Zhang Yadong offered 

guests the experience of a traditional afternoon tea and modern British music.  

 

CBI member The London Taxi Company announced that Geely will invest £250 million to build a new 

state-of-the-art research, development, and 

assembly facility for it as the group prepares for the 

introduction of the next-generation electric and 

ultra-low emission London Black Cab. The 

investment will see the construction of a new 

purpose-built facility in the Ansty area of Coventry, 

close to the London Taxi Company’s existing 

factory. The 85,000 square metre site will house all 

of the company’s research, development, and 

assembly operations. Up to 1,000 new jobs will be 

created through the investment in the site, which will eventually have the capacity to assemble up to 36,000 

vehicles a year. This is a ten-fold increase on capacity at the company’s existing site in Holyhead Road, 

Coventry, which has been home to the London Taxi Company for almost 70 years. Geely’s commitment to 

the London Taxi Company marks the largest ever greenfield investment in the U.K. by a Chinese company 

and is being backed with funding from the U.K. Government’s Regional Growth Fund and other U.K. and 

local government support. The investment comes as the London Taxi Company continues the development 

of the next-generation London Black Cab, which will be an ultra-low emissions vehicle to comply with new 

regulations being introduced by the Mayor of London that will reduce the level of emissions allowed from 

new taxis from January 2018. The new vehicle will be developed using significantly increased U.K. and E.U. 

content, bringing economic benefits through the supply chain. It will be launched in the U.K. at the end of 

2017 and across international markets in 2018. The investment underlines Geely’s commitment to the 

London Taxi Company and the U.K. following its rescue of the business out of administration in 2013, since 

which time the company has invested significantly to restart production and fund the development of the 

successor to the existing TX4 taxi. Read more here.  

 

http://london-taxis.co.uk/
http://london-taxis.co.uk/news/?id=1187


 

 

CBI BEIJING: CELEBRATING CBI MEMBER SUCCESS IN CHINA 

 

Page 8 of 17 

 

APRIL 2015 

Aviation  
 

CBI member ABB announced that Solar Impulse 2, the world’s first solar-powered plane to travel around 

the world, landed in Chongqing as its first stop in 

China, with support from ABB. Solar Impulse 2 

is a solar-powered plane that can fly day and 

night without fuel or polluting emissions. The 

plane is powered solely by 17,248 solar cells 

installed on its wings. The plane took off on 09 

March 2015 from Abu Dhabi, officially kicking 

off the first solar-powered, round-the-world 

flight in history. On its eastward flight, Solar 

Impulse 2 had already made short stops in Oman, 

India, and Myanmar. In 2014, ABB formed a 

technology and innovation alliance with Solar Impulse and became one of the main partners of the Solar 

Impulse project. To ensure the successful completion of this round-the-world flight, three ABB engineers 

have joined the Solar Impulse technical team, where they are responsible for designing and installing 

reliable power control systems for the plane’s mobile hangar, enhancing the plane’s charging electronics, 

monitoring the cockpit battery, and being prepared to resolve the problems that emerge along the route. 

Read more here.  

 

CBI member Rolls-Royce announced that Air China had selected Rolls-Royce Trent 1000 engines and 

long-term TotalCare support. The engines will power 15 new Boeing 787-9 Dreamliner aircraft. The 

decision continues a strong relationship with the airline, which has 49 Trent 700-powered Airbus A330 

aircraft in service, with four to be delivered, and 10 Trent XWB-powered Airbus A350XWB aircraft on 

order. Read more here.  

 

Banking and financial services 
 

CBI member Goldman Sachs announced that the Goldman Sachs Foundation and the China Development 

Research Foundation had released their new report “Women’s Entrepreneurship in China: A New 

Opportunity for Growth”. The report examines the impact of the “new normal” on the economy, barriers, 

challenges, and opportunities for new gender roles. The report also includes case studies of graduates of 

Goldman Sachs’ 10,000 Women programme. The report highlights the importance of developing an 

economic policy framework that not only supports female entrepreneurs but also integrates a gender 

perspective. It also encourages more public-private partnerships that invest in women’s entrepreneurship. 

The complete report and its executive summary are available in Chinese. Read more here.  

 

CBI member HSBC announced that the HSBC 150
th

 Anniversary Banknote public subscription and auction 

application, which began on 05 March and ended on 21 March, had been completed. Single notes, 3-in-1 

uncut notes and 35-in-1 uncut notes, recorded oversubscription of 4.4 times, 21.6 times, and 64.8 times, 

respectively. HSBC expressed its gratitude for the enthusiastic public support. With a face value of HK$150, 

http://new.abb.com/cn
http://www.abb.com.cn/cawp/seitp202/964AD9313257F8D6C1257E19002C0ABE.aspx
http://www.rolls-royce.com/
http://www.rolls-royce.com/news/press-releases/yr-2015/pr-300315-rr-trent-1000-engines-selected-by-air-china.aspx
http://www.goldmansachs.com/index.html
http://www.goldmansachs.com/worldwide/china/citizenship/10000-women/
http://www.hsbc.com.hk/1/2/home
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HSBC issued the HSBC 150
th

 Anniversary Banknote to commemorate its founding in Hong Kong 150 years 

ago. Net proceeds from the sale will be donated to local charities, The Community Chest of Hong Kong and 

The Hongkong Bank Foundation, to benefit the community. Read more here.  

 

CBI member Standard Chartered announced that it had completed a transaction to provide RMB 50 million 

in cross-border RMB loans from its Singapore branch to Tianjin Eco-City Keppel New Energy Development 

Co. Ltd. (TEC-Keppel) based in Tianjin. This makes it the first foreign bank to have completed a cross-

border RMB loan to a company in Tianjin Eco-City (TEC) under the new initiative that was announced by 

the People’s Bank of China in 2014 to allow eligible companies and individuals in the TEC to conduct 

cross-border RMB transactions with Singapore. This is another first for the bank after it led the way last year 

as one of the first banks to launch cross-border RMB loans from Singapore to Suzhou Industrial Park in 

Suzhou. Read more here.  

 

CBI member MasterCard’s President and CEO, Ajay Banga, addressed the timely topic of China’s One 

Belt, One Road initiative in his remarks 

before the China Development Forum. He 

placed the initiative in the historical context 

of the Ancient Silk Road and the current 

regional and global context of commerce, 

trade, and information technology. At a time 

when China faces a “new normal”, marked 

by slower growth, the One Belt, One Road 

policy framework could boost cross-border 

trade across both land and sea. In his 

comments, Mr. Banga spoke about how One 

Belt, One Road can be a success, not only 

regionally for China and other countries 

along the New Silk Routes, but globally as well. Mr. Banga said, “The opportunity to bring together 

countries, cultures, and commerce cannot be overstated. Imagine what the New Silk Routes can achieve with 

a modern, open China.” MasterCard released a whitepaper entitled One Belt, One Road: Forging a New 

Vision for Shared Economic Growth, which offered a view on driving the growth of cross-border trade 

through Trade System Innovation, Interoperable Innovation, and Open Market Innovation. This was the fifth 

consecutive year that MasterCard global executives had been invited to participate in the China 

Development Forum with top policymakers and scholars from China and more than 500 global leaders. 

Read more here.  

 

Beverage 
 

CBI member Diageo released its interim management statement for the nine months ended on 31 March 

2015, reporting its net sales grew 13% in mainland China, driven by the recovery of its baijiu business. Read 

more here.  

  

http://www.hsbc.com.hk/1/PA_esf-ca-app-content/content/about/mediarelease/pdf/n15apr01e.pdf
http://www.sc.com/cn/en/index.html
http://www.sc.com/cn/chi/news/2015/Press-release-Standard-Chartered-completes-first-RMB-cross-border-loan-in-Tianjin-Eco-City-final.pdf
http://www.mastercard.us/
http://newsroom.mastercard.com/asia-pacific/press-releases/one-belt-one-road-how-holistic-trade-and-further-openness-can-help-drive-success
http://www.diageo.com/en-row/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.diageo.com/en-row/newsmedia/Pages/resource.aspx?resourceid=2739
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Consumer brands 
 

CBI member AGA Rangemaster Group added a new recipe to home cookery in the world’s largest 

consumer market with the launch of the AGATC 

and Redfyre range-cooker brands in China. Guest of 

Honour Michael Charlton, Minister Counsellor for 

Trade and Investment in Beijing, and William 

McGrath, CEO of AGA Rangemaster Group, 

attended the launch event in Beijing. The cookers 

have been specially designed to satisfy the growing 

hunger for world-class technology amongst China’s 

fast-emerging, increasingly wealthy middle class—

in a country also famed for its high culinary 

standards and traditional family values. In the U.K., the company’s products have already found approval in 

the homes of everyone from the Prime Minister and the Royal Family to the U.K.’s best known cooks, Mary 

Berry and Jamie Oliver. William McGrath said, “Our range cookers have been fine-tuned with local experts 

to create innovative cookers specifically for the market. The result is a powerful, precision-controlled wok 

burner system offering a range of cooking styles, which caters perfectly to the rapidly growing market of 

Chinese consumers seeking premium-quality lifestyle brands.” Read more here.  

 

Education 
 

CBI member Lancaster University announced that eight international research partnership agreements had 

been signed between Chinese and U.K. 

businesses at a special ceremony at 

Lancaster University. The partnership 

agreements will lead to research and 

developments of new products and 

services for global markets and are the 

first agreements resulting from the 

university’s novel £5.1 million Lancaster China Catalyst Programme. In addition, the partnerships offer U.K. 

companies a new route into Chinese markets. The Lancaster China Catalyst Programme—part-funded by the 

Higher Education Funding Council for England’s Catalyst Fund, Lancaster University, and Lancashire 

County Council—will help small and medium-sized U.K. firms gain access to contacts and business 

networks within China’s Guangdong Province—China’s most populated province with more than 71 million 

residents—by partnering with the Guangdong Office of Science and Technology. The programme aims to 

create 240 jobs, help 400 domestic businesses, and boost the U.K. economy by £40 million. Read more here.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.agarangemaster.com/home.aspx
http://www.agarangemaster.com/media/226136/chinalaunchagatc_pressrelease.pdf
http://www.lancaster.ac.uk/
http://www.lancaster.ac.uk/news/articles/2015/eight-chinese-and-uk-businesses-sign-international-rd-agreements-at-lancaster-u/
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CBI member The University of Birmingham announced that 2014 had been a successful year for the 

Birmingham PASS Society in Hong Kong. 

From hosting and taking part in competitions 

to organising events with alumni and holding 

fundraising events, Birmingham PASS has 

become a well-established and successful 

society. In addition to organising regular 

social service activities, such as volunteering 

at a local elderly residence, the society has 

also introduced events aimed at enhancing 

their members’ employability and career prospects. In addition, Birmingham PASS also launched the 

Lighthouse Mentorship Programme in collaboration with the Hong Kong Alumni Association. The 

programme is open to all students and provides advice and guidance from alumni living in Hong Kong. The 

programme currently has eight mentees and will be continuing into the next academic year. Read more here.  

 

CBI member The University of Nottingham announced that library professionals from around China had 

gathered at the University of Nottingham 

Ningbo China (UNNC) for the first workshop of 

its kind aimed at building collaboration among 

Sino-foreign cooperative university libraries. 

Hosted by Library Services at UNNC, the 

workshop was attended by representatives from 

NYU Shanghai, Duke Kunshan University, 

Xi’an Jiaotong-Liverpool University, Wenzhou 

Kean University, United International College, 

the Chinese University of Hong Kong 

(Shenzhen), and Shanghai Sci-Tech University. 

As well as listening to presentations on consortium purchasing and sustainable solutions for spare textbooks, 

participants took part in discussions focused on topics such as budgets, acquisition, reference services, and 

staffing. The wide-ranging discussions also covered how to manage the relationship with home and parent 

universities based abroad as well as professional development and copyright issues. Read more here.  

 

Energy 
 

CBI member Shell announced that it had been honoured by Daimler AG for its outstanding performance in 

the joint implementation of a lubricants after-sales business in China. This 

was the second time since 2004 that Shell had received the Daimler 

Supplier Award. More than 450 senior representatives of the most 

important Daimler suppliers attended this year’s gala at the Mercedes-

Benz Centre in Stuttgart. A total of 10 suppliers recognised in different 

Daimler Supplier Award categories. In the area of International 

Procurement Services, Shell won the award in the Partnership category for 

outstanding performance in the joint implementation of a lubricants after-

http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/index.aspx
http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/alumni/news/items/2015/Live-to-Learn,-Give-to-Gain---Hong-Kong-society.aspx
http://www.nottingham.edu.cn/en/index.aspx
http://www.nottingham.edu.cn/en/news/2015/workshop-builds-collaboration-between-sino-foreign-cooperative-university-libraries.aspx
http://www.shell.com.cn/en.html
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sales business in China. Read more here. 

 

Fashion 
 

CBI member Ted Baker launched its spring/summer collection in Shanghai. Hosted at the prestigious 

Vespertine venue, China’s fashion collective were treated to a spectacular show, with the likes of 

supermodel Shu Pei Qin in attendance. In keeping with the celebratory spirit, guests were invited to strike a 

pose in Ted’s interactive photo booth that incorporated stunning scenery from his SS15 lookbook. Read 

more here.  

 

 
 

Film 
 

CBI member The British Film Institute (BFI) announced U.K. activity at the Beijing International Film 

Festival (BJIFF). An excerpt from The Legend of Willow Pattern Plate (1926), newly restored by the BFI 

National Archive, screened at the opening night gala on 16 April. Carol Morley’s The Falling, supported by 

the BFI, also screened In Competition at the festival on 18 April with rising star Florence Pugh, who plays 

Abbie in the film, attending the red carpet premier. With a U.K.-China Co-Production Treaty firmly in place, 

BFI CEO Amanda Nevill also attended the festival and joined the panel at the Sino-Foreign Film Co-

Production Forum on 17 April, a major part of the festival organised by the China Film Co-Production 

Corporation. Commenting on the BJIFF, Amanda Nevill said, “It is really important for the U.K. to be at the 

Beijing International Film Festival. Presenting this restored film from the BFI National Archive featuring 

Chinese history and culture and the hugely talented Carol Morley’s brilliant and compelling new film The 

http://www.shell.com.cn/en/aboutshell/media-centre/news-and-media-releases/2015/daimler-supplier-award.html
http://www.tedbaker.com/uk/
http://tedbakerblog.com/2015/04/teds-ss15-collection-takes-shanghai-storm/
http://www.bfi.org.uk/
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Falling deepens the burgeoning relationship and cultural exchange between the U.K. and Chinese film 

industries. How symbolic to be presenting such an early example of a U.K.-China film collaboration The 

Legend of Willow Pattern Plate and at the same time starting our journey towards making many more 

together.” Read more here.  

 

Flight services 
 

CBI member British Airways’ state-of-the-art home, London Heathrow Terminal 5, won the award for the 

World’s Best Airport Terminal at the Skytrax World Airport Awards in Paris. This is the fourth consecutive 

year that Terminal 5 has received the prestigious accolade. In addition, Heathrow Airport won the award for 

World’s Best Shopping for the sixth time, in recognition of the retail experience offered by the 160 shops 

across all of Heathrow’s terminals. Richard Tams, British Airways’ Executive Vice President, China, said, 

“Since it first opened in 2008, Terminal 5 has been an integral part of the British Airways experience for our 

customers in China. Together, we have helped millions of travellers get to their destinations across the U.K., 

Europe, and beyond with unparalleled efficiency. The exceptional shopping experience offered at Heathrow 

is particularly attractive to Chinese customers, who are among the world’s biggest spenders when travelling 

abroad.”  

 

CBI member Heathrow Airport Limited released its traffic and business commentary for March 2015, 

reporting passenger volumes to China were up 20.2%. Read more here.  

 

Hospitality 
 

CBI member InterContinental Hotels Group (IHG) launched “Zhou Dao”, its global China Ready 

Programme for hotels around the world. In 2014, China surpassed the U.S. to become the world’s largest 

outbound tourism market. Chinese travellers have also emerged as the largest travel spenders worldwide. 

Given the growing importance and great potential of the China outbound travel market, IHG is capitalising 

on its over three decades of operating experience in China to launch “Zhou Dao”, a tailor-made programme 

designed to prepare its hotels to welcome Chinese travellers with a home-away-from-home experience. 

“Zhou Dao” integrates IHG’s Chinese name “Zhou” with the Chinese philosophical concept, “Dao”. The 

term delicately, yet explicitly conveys the attentive, thorough, and considerate courtesy that will be offered 

to Chinese travellers when they stay with IHG’s China Ready hotels abroad. Chinese-speaking staff at the 

front desk or via 24/7 phone support, acceptance of China UnionPay cards, a Chinese welcome pack, 

Chinese channels on in-room TVs, free Wi-Fi for IHG Rewards Club members, Chinese tea, a variety of 

Chinese food and beverage options, and other amenities that meet the needs of Chinese guests will be 

available at hotels participating in the programme. IHG has also invested heavily in equipping its worldwide 

hotel staff with Chinese etiquette, culture, and hospitality training. By the end of 2014, over 10,000 

employees around the world had undertaken “Zhou Dao” service training. Read more here.  

 

 

 

http://www.bfi.org.uk/sites/bfi.org.uk/files/downloads/bfi-press-release-uk-film-at-beijing-international-film-festival-2015-04-16.pdf
http://www.britishairways.com/travel/home/public/en_us
http://mediacentre.heathrow.com/
http://mediacentre.heathrow.com/pressrelease/details/81/Corporate-operational-24/4533
http://www.ihgplc.com/index.asp
http://www.ihgplc.com/index.asp?PageID=116&NewsID=3441
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Information and communications technology 
 

CBI member Huawei announced that Huawei Consumer Business Group had unveiled the Huawei P8 

smartphone at the legendary Old Billingsgate, 

London’s renowned arts and fashion venue. 

The Huawei 8 is a blend of technology, sleek 

styling, usability, and revolutionary low-light 

camera features. Richard Yu, CEO of Huawei 

Consumer Business Group, said, “The goal of 

Huawei 8 is to become the most user-friendly 

smartphone for consumers globally. Through 

in-depth market research, Huawei has 

addressed the most pressing pain points for 

premium smartphone users today. Huawei seamlessly combines the best elements of style and durability in 

this device, delivering a revolutionary user experience—especially in terms of camera capabilities and 

network connectivity. Based on the outstanding market performance of Huawei’s P series, we fully believe 

the Huawei P8 will become one of the most popular smartphones of 2015.” Read more here.  

 

Legal 
 

CBI member Baker & McKenzie and FenXun Partners became the first international and PRC law firms to 

enter into a Joint Operation in the China (Shanghai) Free Trade Zone. Their Joint Operation is a historic 

step—the first law firms to be approved by the PRC authorities to provide their clients with international and 

PRC law capacity through the Shanghai Free Trade Zone initiative. The application to form the Joint 

Operation is the first approved by the Shanghai Bureau of Justice. Danian Zhang, Baker & McKenzie’s 

Chief Representative in Shanghai, said, “We are extremely pleased to be the very first firm to be granted 

approval for Joint Operation by the Shanghai Bureau of Justice, and are looking forward to this close 

collaboration with FenXun Partners. We are particularly delighted to make this announcement not long after 

celebrating the 20
th

 year of our presence in China in Beijing and the 10
th

 anniversary of opening our 

Shanghai office. Our firm has a long-term commitment to China and to excellence in serving our clients’ 

international legal needs. We welcome and look forward to the new opportunities that this Joint Operation 

affords.” Read more here.  

 

CBI member Clifford Chance advised a group of 26 underwriters on GF Securities’ HK$28 billion (US$3.5 

billion) listing on the Hong Kong Stock Exchange. The deal was priced at the top end of the price range at 

HK$18.85 per share, making it the largest listing in Hong Kong so far this year. The deal drew record 

demand from institutional and retail investors, and was one of the most heavily oversubscribed IPOs in 

Hong Kong in recent years. GF Securities provides comprehensive capital market services, and is one of the 

top five securities firms in China. Read more here.  

 

CBI member Eversheds announced that it had advised Oriental Patron Asia Ltd. and Oriental Patron 

Securities Ltd. on the HK$132 million initial public offering (IPO) of In Construction Holdings Ltd., a 

http://www.huawei.com/en/
http://pr.huawei.com/en/news/hw-424264-p8.htm
http://www.bakermckenzie.com/
http://www.bakermckenzie.com/news/bakermckenziechinajointoperationapr15/
http://www.cliffordchance.com/home.html
http://www.cliffordchance.com/news/news/2015/04/clifford-chance-advises-on-gf-securities--ipo--the-largest-hong-.html
https://press.eversheds.com/
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contractor in the foundation industry in Hong Kong.  The company was successfully listed on 16 April 2015. 

Read more here.  

 

Paper 
 

CBI member James Cropper announced that its representatives visited China in early March as part of the 

business delegation from Great Britain at the 

GREAT Festival of Creativity and Trade, organised 

by U.K. Trade and Investment (UKTI). As part of 

the visit, Phil Wild, CEO of James Cropper, Mark 

Cropper, Chairman of the company, and Christine 

Lu, General Manager Asia, had the opportunity to 

present the business to the Royal Warrant Holders 

Association (RWHA). While in Shanghai, the team also took the opportunity to make friends in the Chinese 

media, not only specialist paper-related journalsts, but also fashion, art, and design correspondents. They 

were joined by China-based colleagues Maurice Tsang, Regional General Manager Asia, and Wenhui Liu, 

Business Development Manager, in bringing the essence of a quintessentially British business to Shanghai. 

A dedicated media event centred on a relaxed afternoon tea, where guests included editors from titles 

including luxury men’s magazine GafencuMen, high-end lifestyle title Peerage, and the leading title in 

packaging design in China, Package & Design. Phil Wild, CEO, said, “Our customers in China are valued, 

and our association with UKTI and RWHA equally so. This visit to Shanghai gave us a wonderful chance to 

speak about our company history, the current capabilities of our business, and our plans for the future with 

so many influential businesses and journalists. It was a great pleasure for us all.” Read more here.  

 

Professional services 
 

CBI member Deloitte was recognised as an “A-class Accounting Firm” in Shanghai by the Shanghai 

Institute of Certified Public Accountants (SHICPA). The classification of accounting firms is based on the 

metrics including professional ethics, quality of practice, internal governance, and comprehensive 

management of the accounting firms incorporated in Shanghai, including the branches set up in Shanghai by 

the accounting firms incorporated in other provinces and cities. It was reviewed and assessed by SHICPA, 

which defines the categories of accounting firms. Accounting firms are classified on a scale of A to D with 

A being the highest rank. The recognised A-class accounting firms shall be reviewed once every five years. 

Read more here.  

 

CBI member KPMG announced that a team of four top students from Lingnan University in Hong Kong, 

the winners of the KPMG BA Paper 2014, headed to Dubai to take on teams from 27 countries at the global 

final of the KPMG International Case Competition (KICC). Run by KPMG, KICC is an annual competition 

which challenges students to review and develop solutions for a number of business case studies. Read more 

here.  

 

https://press.eversheds.com/news/20851/eversheds-advises-on-the-ipo-of-in-construction-holdings-limited
http://www.jamescropper.com/
http://www.jamescropper.com/pressing-china/
http://www2.deloitte.com/cn/en/pages/about-deloitte/articles/about-deloitte.html
http://www2.deloitte.com/cn/en/pages/newsroom/articles/shicpa-award.html
http://www.kpmg.com/CN/en/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.kpmg.com/CN/en/PressRoom/PressReleases/Pages/press-20150410-HK-students-attend-KPMG-International-Case-Competition.aspx
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CBI member PwC marked World Health Day by announcing the establishment of its Food Supply and 

Integrity Services business to help food companies, investors, and governments tackle food security, safety, 

and quality concerns. PwC’s Food Supply and Integrity Services offering includes corporate governance, 

supply chain integrity, fraud prevention, traceability, crisis management, regulatory compliance, and 

transaction services. PwC China is offering its Food Supply and Integrity Services through a strategic 

alliance with AsureQuality, a New Zealand Government-owned food safety and biosecurity company. Last 

November, PwC China and PwC New Zealand, together with AsureQuality, signed a cooperation 

framework agreement with COFCO. As part of the agreement, PwC China, PwC New Zealand, and 

AsureQuality are developing a new integrated food safety and quality framework to assist COFCO. The 

agreement is the first step in a plan to bring China’s food safety to a new level. Read more here.   

 

Rail 
 

CBI member Alstom announced that the joint venture of Alstom and Shanghai Rail Traffic Equipment 

Development Co. Ltd. (SRTED), Shanghai Alstom 

Transport Co. (SATCO), had been awarded a contract worth 

about €72 million by Shanghai Songjiang Tramway 

Investment and Operation Co. Ltd. to provide 30 Citadis 

trams for the two first tramway lines of Songjiang, one of 

the suburban districts of Shanghai. This is the first tramway 

project with Alstom Citadis technology in China. The 

Songjiang district plans to build six tramway lines by 2020. 

The 30 Citadis trams will run on the two first lines, T1 and 

T2, that will cover a total distance of 31 kilometres and 

include 42 stations. These two lines are expected to be in 

operation by 2017 and transport 173,000 persons per day. In total, the city of Shanghai plans to build 800 

kilometres of tramway network by 2020. Read more here.  

 

Real estate 
 

CBI member Cluttons announced that Dragon City, the new 115,000-square-metre development, which is 

under construction in the southwest corner of Diyar 

Al Muharraq City in Bahrain, had already pre-let 

more than 60% of its space. Unlike conventional 

malls, Dragon City will cater to both wholesale and 

retail consumer bases, and is similar to the Dubai 

Dragon Mart concept in the United Arab Emirates. 

The unique mall design is infused with Chinese 

architectural and cultural aspects and will 

incorporate 750 retail store units with 4,500 square 

metres designated for warehouse space. Appointed 

by Chinamex, one of China’s largest overseas 

http://www.pwccn.com/home/eng/index.html
http://www.pwccn.com/home/eng/pr_070415.html
http://www.alstom.com/
http://www.alstom.com/press-centre/2015/4/alstom-citadis-tram-technology-debuts-in-china-/
http://www.cluttons.com/gb
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trading companies, Cluttons is the official leasing agent of the multi-million dollar retail project. With an 

expected annual footfall of one to two million visitors and retailers witnessing the success of Dragon Mart in 

the UAE, retail units are in high demand. Read more here.  

 

Recruitment 
 

CBI member Harvey Nash and the University of Hong Kong (HKU) Business School announced the 2015 

instalment of the Women’s Directorship Programme (WDP), which will be held in Hong Kong in May and 

September. The international board preparedness programme, exclusively for women, was created in answer 

to the worldwide business community’s call to tackle the existing gender imbalance in boardrooms. Harvey 

Nash and HKU Business School created the certified WDP in 2013, with the aim of enabling participants to 

become effective board members and serving to increase the supply of board-ready women executives 

across geographies and business sectors. Read more here.  

 

 

CBI China 

April 2015 

 

 

For inputs or comments, please contact our Beijing office:  

 

Guy Dru Drury (Chief Representative): Guy.DruDrury@cbi.org.uk  

 

Ben Cooper (Policy Analyst): Ben.Cooper@cbi.org.uk   

http://www.cluttons.com/gb/news/more-60-retail-space-leased-dragon-city-bahrain
http://www.harveynash.com/hk/
http://www.harveynash.com/hk/news-blogs/news/female-leaders-get-ready-to-tackle-the-boardroom-gender-imbalance.asp
mailto:Guy.DruDrury@cbi.org.uk
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